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G. A. -BEI^LAMtY. 3 

in Mr. Calcraft*s afre6:ioH, propagated innumera- 
ble wifehoods againfl: me. As (he poffefied a 
fertile genius, fhe was able to clothe them with an 
appearance of plaufibility, which made them be- 
lieved ; and my filence gave her every advantage 
over me. My extravagance ftimiftied her with a 
fund of calumny. Nor was this the worft. It 
was induftrioufly reported, that I entertained a 
'partiality for a man I fcarccly knew ; and that 
this was tlic caufe of my leaving Mr. Calcraft. 
So improbable a ftory, I think, could hardly gain 
belief. For, had that been the cafe, I fhould cer- 
tainly have ftaid in London, where my imagined 
lover was, rather than lutve removed to fo great a 
diftance from him. 

But to what lengths will not malevolence and 
the lave of flander carry fome people ! How fine- 
ly, and at the fame time how Jufifyy has Shakfpere 
dcffcribed this propenfityi in the following lines I 


Slander 


Whoft edge is (harper than the fword ; whofe tongue 
Out-venoms all the worms of Nile ; whofe breath 
Kidet on the polling winds, and doth belie 
All corners of the world, kings, queens, and dates. 
Maids, matrons ; nay, the fecrets of the grave 
This viperous flander enters ♦. 

* Cymbclinc, Aa Uh Scene IV. 
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Iitftead of being able to indulge my tender emo* 
cions, the mortification and difguft I had fo long 
been a prey to entirely engroffed my tlioughts. 
J had not even the iiighteft idea of forming an- j ^ 
other connexion. Not that I thought myfelf I 
xlebarred from it by any ties tliat fubfifted be- I 
twecn myfelf and Mr. Cakraft ; for thefe were 
now perfeSIy diflblved by his duplicity. Had I 
encouraged fuch a wifh, I could foon have extri- 
cated myfelf from all my difficulties, as there was^ 
many a competitor for my favour ; particularly one 
of the firft and jmoft generous men in the kingdom. 
That our differenxre^ did not arife felely from 
the impropriety of my behaviour to him, notwith- 
{landing fome reports have been circulated by my 
«iU5mies to the contrary, is plainly evinced by 
the tenor of all hijs fetters to me; whicli^ even 
^hen he appears to have had the greateft caufe 
for refentment and recrimination, if fuch a caufe 
€xifted, breathe forth nothing but tendernefs and 
afFcftion. 

As a further proof of this, I will copy for 
your perufal (though you, ray dear Madam, I am 
well aflured, want no proofs) anotlier of his fet- 
ters. This, which was oae of the laft I received 
from him, will prove, a^id that in terms as forci- 
ble and explicit as language can convey, that my 
conduftjL admitting fhe Jinprudences 1 have ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledged my felf guilty of, have not been mch 
as warranted any upbraidings, or could leflcn his 
regard for me. It runs thus : 

Jan, 17, 1761* 

'* My deareft Georgina, 

** PACKET after packet arrives from Ireland 
** without a letter from you : why won't you 
♦• write, and fully ? 1 never am fo well pleafed as^ 
•* when I hear fully from you ; nor ever fo uneafy 
** as when I do not. — The children are both 
** well, and charming ones. I have been with 
*• my brother to Poole, this week, and fecured 
** his cleftion, I hope, without oppofition. Pray 
*♦ do write. You don't know the diftrefs your 
'* negle£k occa/ions to 

^* Yours, ever and ever 

(Signed) J. C." 


i« 


The packet not being ready to fail from Park- 
gate, left I fliould forfeit the penalty of my arti- 
cles, by not being at DubKn in time, I fet off for 
Holyhead. As I travelled by myfelf, I had leifure 
to indulge my melancholy. I could not. even 
lielp envying the happinefs of my fervants, in 
whofe bofoms cheerful innocence feemed to reignr, 
whilft I was tortured with the fevereft refleftions. 
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Thefeardfc, not only from my unhappyiituation, 
but from the perfidy and ingratitude I had expe* 
rienced from a man, who, whilil he was pretend- 
ing to regret my lofs, was, as I had been in- 
formed, abetfing and inventing the moft impro- 
bable, and the falfeft reports of me. 
'' Among thefe, it was given out by them, that I 
encouraged th« addrefles of a noble Lord, with 
whofe Countefs I had' the honour of being upon 
terms of intimacy. Had I been inclined to gal- 
lantry, for this i-eafon, as well as upon account of 
his own deformity, that nobleman would have 
been the laft man I IhouM have chofen. They 
alfo carried their inveteracy fo far, as to engage a 
perfon who wrote for bread, and is a difgrace to 
the navy, to fcandalize me in a fcurriious publi- 
cation, not unlike Bellmen's Verfes, 

In travehing tQ the Head, however dull and 
melancholy nty days were, I had great entertain* 
ment in the evenings ; there being always fome 
perfon at the inns playing upon the harp, the fa* 
vourite inftrument of the Welch. And the dit- 
ties they played. feemed to fuit the gloomy tem- 
perature of my mind. W hen I arrived at Conway- 
Ferry, the wind was fo high, that it was impraAi- 
cable to go over* I was therefore obliged to re- 
main at the ferry-houfe during the night. 

Here 


Here I was neceflitated to fup in the fame room 
with all thofe who were forced, like myfelf, to take 
up their abode at the inn. There being but one 
[ toom below ftairs, and that, like the cobler's, 
[ ferving at once for ** parlour, for kitchen, and 
*• hall," we all fat together ; only the parlour was 
divided from the kitchen by a curtain. And both 
-v^cre tokrably well filled. For, befides my fuit, 
which confifted of the two poftillions, a guides 
two footmen 9 and tliree maids, the company was 
numerous^ From the unfavourable aj^caranee 
of the habitation, I was apprchenfivc tiitatmy eft* 
tertainment would have been as honyely. But I 
ivas not only moft agreeably furpdzed with one of 
the bcft fuppers I had ever fat down to at an inn, 
but with a fmall neat bed-room, and a< very good 
bed, ^id every accommodation that could be 
ho]^d for ih the bcft inns on the roadL And all 
this at fo triJikig an expense, that it was not to be 
imagined the people of ^ houfe could get a rea-- 
Ibnable profit. 

When 1 arrived at the Head, the packet was 
ready to fail. I found there a great number of 
people waiting to go over, but very few would 
venture, the fea being extremely boifterous. But 
as I neither wilhed for life, nor was appxchenfive 
of danger, it was very immaterial to me in what 
ftate the fea was. I therefore went aboard, and, 

B 4 bY 
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by way of pre-eminence, was cooped up in whaC 
is called the ftate-cabin. This fituation was the 
means of my being moreindifpofed than I otherwifc 
fhould have been. For during a ftorm, which 
lafted four dayy, I underwent the moft excruciat- 
ing ficknefs. And this was augmented, by hav- 
ing nothing to drink but coid Water. As the 
paiFage is ufaally made in a few hourSy I kad not 
thought it neceflary to lay in a lea-ftore. 

We landed at Dunlarny ; when I was fo much 
enfeebled by the fatigue 1 had undergone, tljat I 
was obliged to be fupported to the Ihore- A coacH 
was fent from Dublin, to convey me to the houfe 
of Mrs Molloy, on College Green, with whom I 
had been very intimate. As unpacking would 
take up more time than I diofe to beftow upon ir» 
1 fet off immediately, without flaying to change 
even mv linen*. And from' die fitiafeition I had 
been in for four days, together wkh the uneafy 
ftate of my mind, it muft be ftrppofed that my ap-^ 
pearance was not the moll brilliant. 

My arrival having been hourly cxpeSed, curio- 
fity had^ irrdxKjed many of the ftudents of the cok 
lege to watch for my coming. I accordingly 
found the door of the houfe, at which I was to 
alight, crowded with them, in expcftation of be- 
holding a wonder. For it could not enter into 
the imagination of tiiofe young gentlemen, thaK 

ziXY 
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any diii^ lefs than ^ ferfeR' heauty had been, lb 
general a topic of converfation, and the fubjefk of 
fo many poetical compliments firom their prede-* 
ceflbrs. 

One of my female domeftics^ was tolerably hand« 
fome; fhe, tberefbre, at firft caught their eyes^ 
h\kty as ihe had not that appearance of elegance 
which diftinguilhes the gentlewoman, the miftake 
was but momentary. At length I ftepped out of 
the coach. The k>ng.«expe£ted phaenomenon now 
made her appearance. But Oh, how difierent a 
£gure from what their imagination liad depic- 
tured ! Fafhion to yourfelf the idea of a- little dirty 
creature, bent nearly double, enfeebled by fatigue, 
her countenance tinged witli the jaundice, and in 
every refpeft the reverfe of a perfon who could 
make the leaft pretenfions to beauty. Such was 
I, when I prefented myfelf to tiie fight of the 
gazing crowd* And fo great and natural was their 
furprize and difappointment, that tliey immediate- 
ly vaniflied, and left me to ci*awl into the houfe, 
without admiration or molcftation. 

I fpent the evening at tlie Parliament- Houfe, 
where many of the feniors of the college, as well' 
as the Provoft, .were prefent.^ Otli^rs Jikewife 
came to fee tlie fright which had excited the dif- 
guft of the curious in the morning. Nothing is 
ia favourable to anobjeft as exaggerated difpraife. 

B 5 For, 
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For, with only die affiftancc of ablution^ and in 
the mofl: fimple drefs (fimplicity in my drfife 
being, as I have already pbfcrvcd, my conftant 
adoption, except when finery was abfoiutely need- 
ful ; ^nd I always fcomed to owe any addition to 
&rt, which I diiliktd as mach in the adornment 
of the perfon as of the mind), I made a more fa- 
vourable impreiCon upon the Company than could 
have been expected. 

The next morning Mr. Mofibp came to con- 
gratulate me on my fafe arrival, as the violence of 
the ftonti had made him apprehenfive for my 
fafety. Me informed me, that Mr. Woodward 
had been confined by a fever at Cork ; notwith- 
landing which, as foon as he had heard of my 
engagement, he had fent the letter containing my 
promife of giving him the preference to Mr» 
Barry, who hatf moft illiberally pofled it up in 
one of the principal cofFee-houfes in Dublin, It 
might not be unneceffary to add here, that when Mr. 
Calcraft was informed of this tranfaftion^ he' fent 
to demand of Barry four hundred pounds he had 
lent him fome years before. As it was not in 
Barry's power, Mr. Woodward was obliged to 
pay it for him. Thus was the latter punilhed for 
his indifcretion with regard to my letter. 

I had fent my men-fervants and the horfes bact 
to London from Holyhead, as the inconvenience 

of 
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<Sf Ufinging them to Dublin Would have been 
great. Finding lodgings to be inconvenient, I 
took a rcady-furhifhcd houfe in Frederick-ftreet. 
And as the theatre did not open for fome time 
after my arrival, I had an opportunity of feeing 
many ladies, who favoured me witli their recol- 
leftion and intimacy. My old acquaintance, Mr. 
Crump, with whom I had always dealt for Iriih 
linens, after my mother had declined that article, 
came to pay his refpefts to me. And as he was 
an univerfal merchant, I ordered of him wine, 
and what other things I wanted. He had entered 
into a connexion in trade with a perfon, whofe 
name was Hofea Coates. This man was of a 
rudd, turbulent difpofition, and greatly attached to 
Crow-ftreet theatre, in which he had fcveral 
(hares ; he confequently dreaded my fuccefs. 

Upon the opening of the theatres, the ladies of 
Dublin divided themfelves into different parties, 
making a point to fupport, with their utmoft in- 
tcreft, the houfe they attached themfelves to. 
Ladies Kildare, Brandon, Leinfter, Powerfcourt, 
the Honourable Mifs Caufield, Lady Lumm, with 
many other refpedableperfonages, profefled them- 
felves the patroneHes of Moflbp and myfelf. And, 
indeed, I muft attribute a great part of the fuccefs 
iVe met with to t6eir partiality ; the company in 
Crow-ftreet being infinitely ftrongcr than ours. 

B 6 That 
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That Gonfifted of Barry^ Woodward, Ablngtorv 
and Fitzhcnry, befides fome good feconds. Among 
thefe I include Mfs. Dancer, who was by n® 
means looked upoa as capital then%. 

As for our troops it always put me in- mind of 
Sir Jpha FalftafFs- ragged regiment, a part of 
which he had robbed the gibbats of. We were, 
howevrcr, joined,, fome Ihort time after, by Mr- 
Brown, who had merit ia comedy ; and by Ma 
Digges^ who. was. a great favourite in Dublin, 
particularly among the ladies. As tli€ latter will 
make a principal figure in tlie iaibfequeiit part of 
my hiftory, it will be neceflary to give a fliort 
defcription of liim. He is bleft with talents, is. a 
£ne figure, his face is handfome ; and he has the 
art of perfuading thofe with whom he converfes^ 
that he is the beft of men. Through my inti^ 
macy in the Delawar family, I learned that he 
had been ill-treated by his uncle, and pitied him 
much ;. but,, as his charafter v^as univerfally knowa 
to be that of: a man of gallaiUry, . I declined admiti- 
ting him as a vifiton 

This was the ftatc of our company, and liket- 
wife of the parties of the ladies, who carried 
tlieir partiality to the moft extravagant lengths. 
I appeared in Belvidera; but was^by no means 
fb well received in it as I had formerly been. 
This hurt me greatly, as I did not givfi myfsif 
I time 
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time to confider, tliat I then had no competitor.; 
and now I was left to ftand alone againft tlie 
united force of a company^ which would have^ 
done credit to a*. London theatre. We, however^ 
more than fliared the. public fevour.. 

Mr. Moflbp revived *' The Orphan. of Chtna,!'" 
which had fucceeded at Drury^Lane the winter 
before. The drefles, in which he and myfelf 
were to perform, cama from London^ But how 
to. manage, with, regard to. thofe of the. reft of tlie 
charadlersy was a difficulty hardly to be got oves» 
As the manager, had quarrelled, with- Tracey tlip 
taylor, credit was no more to be had tlian money^ 
And if the piece could, not be gpt up fo as* to^an?- 
ticipate the otlier houfe, we had very little.chance 
of rivalling them in it ; all. their decorations, 
cloatlis, &c^ being expelled fropi. London, and 
having been already puffed, away in all the pa- 
pers, in. the moil oftentatious manner.. 

At length. I prevailed upon Tracey,,not only to 
make and expedite the drefles, but likewifc to fin4 
tlie materials. We rehearfed three times a day,, 
and, after having taken the moft indefatigable pain^,, 
got the piece ready for reprefentation in lefs 
than a week. We accordingly were able to per- 
form it before die proprietors of Crow-ftreet^and 
got eight great audiehces ere the- finery they ft> 
much boaftfid of arrived. This manoeuvse 

proved 
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proved a fore difappointment to the expeAatlom 
of the gentry of the other houfe, who were thereby 
prevented from reimburfing their expences^ which, 
I was informed, were very confiderable. 

Mr. DiggeSy who had marked me for a con- 
^eft, iighed at a diftance, and covered his vanity 
with fuch awful refped;, that I imagined the cha- 
rafter I had beard of him was not a juft one. 
He, at length, through the introduftion of a fe- 
male acquaintance of mine, got admittance to my 
lloufe as a vifitor. And as he was really the ac« 
complifhed gentleman, and an entertaining com« 
panion, it was impofliblc to refift being pleaded 
with his company. For a while he afFefted to 
finother his paffion. But in a fhort time after, 
being really ill, or pretending to be fo, he wrote 
to me, and decls^red that love for me was the 
caufe of it. Impelled by an irrefiftible fatality, I 
read his letters. And a circumftance foon after 
happened, which helped to forward the attainment 
of his wifhes. 

G. A. B. 
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JVLY bill, for wine and other articles, had of 
Mr. Oumpi amounted to four hundred, pounds, 

two 
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t^o of Which I had paid > and intended fettling 
. the wliofe at my bentfit, which I thought would 
be in good time. Fot though I received fifty 
guineas a week, yet through the extravagance of 
my fervarits, and my own thoughtleffnefs, I had 
not a guinea before- hand. But, to my great fur« 
prife, I heard that Mr. Crump h^d failed ; and 
that Coates had taken poileflio^ of faif efie£ls, 
book^y &c« 

" Coriolanus" was befpoke ; and Mr. Moflbp 
had the agreeable proipeQ df a fubfcription for fix 
plays, which would enable him to pay the per- 
formers. For not one of them was regularly paid 
but myfelf, though by what means he expended 
his money I could not imagine. As I went one 
day as ufual to the rehearfal, I obferved a mean- 
looking fellow run by the fide of my chair. 1 
called, in my way, upon a lady. Still the fame 
man was my attendant. Having no fufpicion of 
any danger from him, I attributed it to the beauty 
of my^fedan ; which, indeed, attrafted every eye.. 
' I had fome company at dinner, which made it 
rather later than ufual when I fet out for the 
theatre. As my chairmen entered Damaik-ftreet 
the roan who had' followed me in the morning 
knocked at the front window of my chair, and, 
when I had l«t it down, fhowed me a bit of paper. 
Upon my enquiring what it was, he told me it 

was 
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was a writ for the two hundred pounds 1 ow^ 
Coatesy as fuoceilbr to Crump's afFairs, and infilled 
that I fhould go with biin. I told him he (hould 
have the money, if he would go to the tlieatre, and 
that I would likewife make liim a handfome pre- 
lent for the permiflion. But this he would not 
confent to do ; as, he faid, he had particular orders 
from the plaintiff to tlie contrary.. 

This being the cafe, I made a virtue of necef- 
fity, and went with him to a houfe in Skinner- 
row. When r got there, I fent for Coates, but 
he was not to be found. The officer now can- 
didly told me, that the intention of taking me iii 
the evening was, to prevent my appearing at the 
theatre tliat night. He had beea particularly 
warned, he faid, not to ^rreft me in the morning, 
as tliey were well affured I fhould have paid the 
debt, and by that means have difappointed their 
purpofct It was two o'clock in the morning be^ 
fore the plaintiff could be met with, and as he had 
given orders tliat the affair fhould only Be -fettled 
by himfelfi 1 was obliged to wait with patieaice 
his coming. Mrs. MoUoy and Mifs Ly'li vifited 
ine in my duraiice-, and I believe the officer's 
iioufe was never fo graced before- 

Mrs. Ufher had been obliged to read my part. 
As foon as the play was over, Mr. Moflbp came 
to xne^ And I was vafily apprehenfive tlia^ lis 

would 
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would have caned Coates. This was what the 
man feemed to wilh, for fuch a vulgar impertinent 
I never heard before. He had the impudence to 
tell us, that he knew he fhould eafily have got the 
money, but he wifhed to prevent my playing that 
night. ** Every thing," continued he, ** is fair, 
** where interefts clafh.*' 

When Mr. Digges found me m this fituation, 
he was like a diftrafted man. His firft bufinefs 
was to give a moft fevere chaftifement to Coates ; 
which, together with fome other embarraffments 
in his private afiairs, obliged him to leave Dublin, 
Before he went, he wrote to me, earneftly re- 
quefting to fpcak with me, I confentcd. When 
his attraftions, his fufFerings, gratitude, pity, and 
a predilcftion in his favour, all joined to inducei 
me to enter into Tiferious conneftion with himi 
This, though not binding by the laws of the 
country to a perfon of my religious perfuafion^ 
was notwithftanding valid to all intents arid pur- 
pofes. And the conneftion, in confequence, made 
us mutually unhappy,^ during the two years we 
lived together. 

I was, I think, to be unhappy in every union 
I formed. Whether this arofe from the contra- 
rieties naturally attendant on love, fo truly de* 
fcribed by Shakfpere in the following beautiful 
lines^ oc from Ibme otlicr caufe, I will not pre*- 
tend to lay : 
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— ^For aught that ev^r I could re^d^ 

Could ever hear by tale or hiilory. 

The courfe of true love never did run fmooth ^ 

But either it was different in blood ; 

Or elfe mifgrafted in refped of years ; 

Or elfe it flood upon the choice of friends ; 

Or, if there were a fympathy in choice, 

War, death, or ficknefs, did lay fiege to it; 

Making it momentary as a found ; 

Swift as a fliadow ; fliort as any dream ; 

Brief as the lightning in the coUied pight **• 

I received, about this time, a letter from Mr. 
Alderman Cracroft, my attorney in London, in«> 
forming me, , that Mr. Davy's attorney had orders 
to fue me for the arrears due upon my annuity, 
unlefs I fent him a power of attorney to enable 
him to make a lawful claim upon Mn Calcraft, 
who had refufed to pay it* As I had made no 
doubt but that it bad been regularly paid, I was 
doubly angry at bi& meannefs in havmg in big 
letter pretended ignorance of the ai&ir. I there* 
fore immediately iigned the writing that was fent 
me, and forwarded it to London by the firft poft. 
i afterwards heard, that, upon Mr. Calcraft's treat- 
ing the perfon who made the demand very cava<» 
lierly, he was arrefted. Hurt at fuch an indignity 
offered to a man of his great confequence, he threw 

^ Midfummer's Night Dream, AftL Scene L 

the 
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^e caufe into chancery, where it remained hung^ 
up during Mr, Davy's life, who was too opulent 
and too indolent to carry on the fuit. 

I remained in Dublin till t]>e middle of the 
fummer. And Mr. Moflbp not being able to pay 
me the whole of what he liad engaged for, I was 
obliged to borrow four hundred pounds, before I 
could leave the kingdom. After I landed in Eng- 
land I was taken fo ill at Chefter, that I was con- 
fined for feveral days. I had the happinefs to 
come over with two ladies, who were very atten^ 
tivc to me, and who were kind enough to delay 
their journey, in order that we might travel to 
town together. 

When I was tolerably recovered, thefe ladies 
perfuaded me to go with them to the concert. 
There I [met Mr. Crump. As I had not feea 
iiim,o^ heard any thing from him, fince my be- 
ing arrefted for the debt due to him, it was natu- 
nri for me to fuppofe that he liot only knew of 
the affair, but was confenting to it. I accord- 
ingly, when he faluted me with his ufual cordia*^ 
Kty, could not help exprefliiig my furprife at it,* 
An explanation took place; immediately after 
which, he abruptly left the room, and, as I have 
£nce heard, fet off for Dublin, where he ende^ 
voured to *revenge himfelf upon Coates. But he 
ms difappointed in this ^ for Coates^ having re- 

ceivedl 
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Ttivcd fome intimation of his de%n, and dreadfng 
his refolution, to avoid his fury, fct off for Eng^ 
land. And in a fliort time after, this mtich-in- 
jured man, who had before given fome proofs of 
infanity, died raving mad. 

Upon my arrival in London, my health not be- 
ing perfeftly reftored, I went to my former lodg- 
ings at Chelfea : from thence I wrote to Mr. Cra- 
croft, informing him' that I would be with him in 
a few days. I was indebted to this gentleman a 
very coniiderable Aim ; and he bad expreiled fome 
difpleafure in a letter he wrote me^ upon account 
of my leaving the kingdom, without acquairtting 
him with my deiign. I own I was unpardonable 
in not doing it ; and: the more fo^ as I was very 
intimate with his lady and family. 

Whea I waited on the Alderman^ he afked me 
whether I had any engagement at the theatre. T^ 
'which I anfwered in tlic negative ; add](ng» that I 
could not attempt to make one, til^my afFaii;a wer«r 
fettled. He faid, it would be very difficalt to d(r 
that^ as the amount of what I owed was^ more than 
he believed I thought it.. I had made no doubf 
but that Mr. Calcraft had appropriated the over- 
plus, ariling from the fale of my jewels, to the pay- 
ment of my debts, as far as it would ga, and I con*- 
eluded that might amount to near four thoufand 

pouiids. The workjpaanfhip of iome of thwi wsu^ 

- fo 
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fo extremely curious, that it muft have infured the 
file of them, and that at a very good price. There 
was among them a windmill, which, upon being 
wound up, went for three hours ; and a cap fct in 
a ftyle peculiarly elegant. 

How great then was my aftoniftiment, when I 
was informed by the Alderman, that tliey had been 
delivered to Mr. Jeffries, a fword cutler in the 
Strand, who had broke them to pieces by order of 
Mr. Calcraft, and that, the money arifing from 
them only amounted to eleven hundred pounds. 
As I had delivered Mr. Calcraft the receipts, 
wiiieh were for more than fix thoufand pounds,^ 
and they had teen purchafed of perfons of reputa- 
tion in that bufinefs, I could not account for the 
manoeuvre. I therefore dcfired him to write to 
Mr. Calcraft upon the fubjeft. 

Mr. Cracroft now proceeded to inform me, that 
he had received a lift of my debts from Clifford 
-(who had left me upon account of her being mar- 
ried), and Aat they amounted to ten thoufatid, 
three hundred pounds. My courage now forfook 
me ; I had little to hope from Mr. Calcraft, who, 
in this laft inftance, had not only (hownhimfelf to 
be cruel, hxAdiJh^neJl^ in the ftriifceft fenfe of the 
word. The Alderman then feemed to hint at ray 
taking the benefit of an aft of infolvency, which 
was at that time in agitation. I own, I never felt 

J myfelf 
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myfelf <legra4ed till that moment. The bare (up- 
pofition of fiich a ftep made me fo ill, that I Was 
uaabl&for fome minutes to anfwer him. 

When I was a little recovered, I informed him 

that 1 was incapable of f>ich a thought. In me, 

I faid, it would be the bla^eft fraud ; as mine 

were debts which had been contracted from extra* 

vagant tj^oogihtl^nefs, and not like thofe of the 

fyiv trader, which were generally the confequences 

of lolles or misfortones. I added, that I was<]t- 

termioed to throw myfelf upon the mercy of my 

creditors, to whom, if they would allow me time, 

J would make all tlie reparation in my power, by 

giving up to them the whole of my falary, re- 

ferving only my benefit for my own fupport. 

This refolution the Aldernian applauded in the 
warnieft terms. He faid, that he had hinted at 
the meafure, merely to make a trial of my probity. 
And fince I had fo ndbly fcomed to clear myfelf 
by fuch an unjuft method, he would draw up for 
m^ a letter of licence, which he bad no doubt buit 
every creditor, as well as him&lf, would fign ; and 
not only do that, but afford me fupport to the 
titmoft of their power. He accordingly fulfilled 
his {»:omiie, and advanced me feme :mpney for 
my prefent exigencies. 

Mr. Rich received me with open arms ; and 

my engageiinent being figned, I was fo far eafy. 

4 My 
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r letter of licence was likewife figned m a few 
s by. all. my creditors but me^ who declared 
woidd never proceed to any violent meafure 
&e i^ecovery of the debt, but, having made a 
ann promife never to fign any paper whatever, 
could not fet her hand to mine. 
lir. D^ges, I found, was gone into Wales to 
t for my return ; it being inconvenient for him 
rrofs the water, he could not go to Ireland to 
Dmpaay^op the whole way. Whilft he was 
ting near wie Head (for, from my returning by 
rof Chefter, he had milled me), he was in- 
ned that a nobleman had palled through i the 
rn, on his way to London, with an a&refs ; 
dg told that the lady was a little black woman, 
I tliat flie went on feemingly againil her con- 
t, Mr. Digges inftantly concluded it muil be 
• He accordingly, like a true Don Quixote, 
effafter them, in order to refcue his Dulcinea 
en the hands of her raviiher. He could not 
JTtake them till he got to. Holy well, where lie 
5 informed tiiey were in bed. His fears how- 
r were a little aUeviated, by hearing that they 
>t in feparate apartments* He waited wkh^e 
iGift knpatience till they arofe ; when he dif- 
fered that the perfon w^o had caufed this 
rm was no other than Lord Ferrers, who had 
n to Ireland, toprevecit his fiigitive £ifter from 

going 
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going on the ftagc, and was now returning 
her to London. As tlie defcription Mr. D 
had received of the lady anfwered in every 
ticolar to mine, the midake was natural; 
happy to find it was not the perfon he expe 
he made direftly for town. 

Paying a vifit gne evening to Lady St. L 
I obferved a lady with a pair of my bracelets \ 
her arms -, I could not be deceived, as they 
on them the . letters G. A. B. in ^ipionds, 
with the fame letters lifcewife in blue enamel^ 
' were fet round witli brilliants. Maifoneuve 
charged me two hundred and forty pounds 
tliem. Having b^ea informed by Mr. Cra 
that- all my jewels bad been taken to piec( 
could not help obferving to tlie lady, that flic 
«Qe too much honour in wearing my cyp 
Upon which it came out, tliat Mr. Calcraft 
jnade her a prefent of them. I further lea 
that my good Jfriend before-mentioned bad 
ceived, as a prefent from that gentleman, my 
diamond ear-rings, which coft me five hun< 
and feventy pounds of the fame jewelkr ; t 
ther with many other valuable on^s, am 
which was my pink diamond ring, a gem of fo 
a kind as notto be matched^ 

Their being fent to a filverfmitli's, to be ui 
was now eafily accounted for. It is very * 

kno 
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-known, that pawnbrokers never lend near half 
their value on diamonds, the iaihion of them 
changing fo often. Confequcntly, Bibby would 
not have adyanced me two thoufand pounds upon 
what fold for eleven hundred. As foon as I had 
made this di£covery, I ordered a fuit to be com- 
menced againft Mr* Calcraft for the whole value» 
which was fettled amicably the March following. 
But that did not annihilate the intended injury. 

Can any Reflections which may drop from my 
pen, in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, upon the 
€ondu& of a man capable of fuch an a£t of dlj* 
hoHifty^ even at the time he was pretending to have 
the greateft regard for me, be thought to favour 
too much of afperity ? I am too well convinced of 
your candour, to fuppofe you will think they do. 
Nor will the world, I dare fay, after they are 
hereby informed of the trutli, which has never 
till now reached them. The deteftation I enter- 
tained for him, after fuch repeated proofs of du* 
plicity, was well founded. And I rauft furely 
ftand acquitted in the eyes of every impartial per- 
ion, for not^ixewing a connexion with one, 
whofe heart jwis fafeioned of fuch ftufF as I have 
in the preceding pages defcribcdit, with the ftrift- 
ipft juftice, to be, 

^..,- Cj. a. J3« 
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Auguft 6, 17— 

WttEN the feafon began, 1 took a houfe in 
Jcrmyn-ftreet ; and by a moft fortunate paUtieed 
event I was enabled to live in a degree of ele- 
gance little inferior to what I had been accnftom- 
cd to. Mr. Digges had embarralfed himfelf, both 
iti England and Scotland, for a woman he had 
formerly been conneiftcd with. This, with our 
Bving iiparately, doubled my expences. And the 
latter fubjefted me to folicitations, to which 
every woman, who has been fuppofed to make one 
in the gay world, is liable. A great part of this I 
indifcreetly drew upon myfdf, by not making 
Ifnown to the world the reafons of Calcraft's trea- 
cherous conduft. Had I done fo, tfie liberal part 
of mankind would have pitied me. 

Among the competitors for my favour, which 
were numerous, there was one whd aftually of- 
fered me ten thoufand pounds to be admitted as 
a favoured lover. ^ As the gentleman is now hap- 
pily married, I will not mention his name 5 there 
are, however, I believe, living vouchers of the . 
ttuth of this aflcrtion. And here I can fafely 
aver, that, notwithftanding ill-nature or envy 
4 inight 
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tnigfat have fuggefted infinoatibas to the contrary, 
I never, even in thought, deviated from the duty 
lowed, as I imagimd^ to Mr. Digges, whilft the 
union between us exifted. 

Whilft my ho;ule in Jerifiyn ftreet was fitting 
lip, I coirtinued to fleep at Chelfea, but was in 
town aJl <fay. The drawing-room and beft bed- 
chambeir bciftg not yet finiflied, the upholfterer's 
man feereted nine yards of damafk, a quantity of 
chintz, *nd fome Very fine Drefden china, which 
were prefcnt^. As his honefty had been more 
tban once fu^fted by his employer, a fearch- 
warrant was obtained to examine his lodgings. 
This being carried into execution, the whole of 
my property, which was very remarkable, was 
found, but liothing belonging to his matter. 

The upholfterer was one of the moft implaca- 
ble of men. He came to Chelfea in the even- 
ing, whilft I was abfent ; and by means of threats 
fo far intimidated my maid, as to prevail upon 
her to go to the juftice^s, and fwear to the goods 
which were found. Thisfhe did, and was bound 
ov^r to profecute in die penalty of forty pounds. 
Biat the offender having a very large family, I was 
fo far influenced in his favour by my natural hu- 
manity, as to keep ray maid from appearing 
againl): him. I then fet on foot a fubfcription to- 

C 2 wards 
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wards paying the forfeiture of the bond, itkl I 
belieVe 1 got thirty guimas towards it. 

In confequencc of my maid's* not appearing; 
the man was difcharged, and the very fame night 
lie called at my houfe. As I fuppofed he had no 
other buiinefs with me than to return mc thanks 
for my lenity, and acknowledgments, of that na- 
ture being moft difagroeable to me, I toid the 
fervant who brought in his name, tl^at I was bnfy, 
^nd could not fee him* Upon which tlie fellow 
lent in word, that he mujl fee me> or it would be 
worfe for me \ for I had compounded felony, and 
liefojre ii few hours were pafTed I might' be called 
to anfwer for it. 

I was alarmed at the infult, but not being con- 
verfant with the law, I was at a lofs to compre- 
hend his meaning. It was therefore neceiTary to 
refer to fome one for advice. And as I could 
think of no perfon at the time to confult but 
my coufln Crawford, who had taken the benefit 
pf the late infolvent aft, and was returned to bis 
ahambers and bufinefs, I fent for him to fettle 
the ad'air ; and, in the mean while, the ungrate- 
ful wretpb waijted at a neighbouring public hoofe. 
When Mr. Crawford came, the fellow made a 
peremptory demand of fifty pounds, which he in- 
fixed on being paid immediately, otberwife he 
WQuld go and lodge an information againft me* 

Finding 
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Finding from my good coufin that there was no 
redrefs, I paid the money. 

Thus did I become a viftim to my humanitv, 
by means of a monfter who deferved to TufFcr 
the fevereft infliftions of the law for his ingrati- 
tude, though he had efcaped the due deferts of l.r'i 
tlifhonefty.-— This inflance fcrves to prove, that, 
however ftrongly humanity might urge to the 
Gontrary, the regular profecution of an ofFcndor 
againft the laws of his country is a duty we o\v« 
to ourfelves as well as to the community. — In 
fuch cafes, lenity ceafcs to be a virtue.— A ftrorvgcr 
claim than delicacy o£ feeling calls for a fpirited 
exertion upon thefe occafions. — The trouble and 
inconveniencies which attend a profecution ought 
to be chearfully fubmitted to i and though fcr« 
vices rendered our country of this kind aro not 
attended with fo much eclat as thqfe where life 
is expofed in her defence ; yet they are a duty 
incumbent on every good citizen, and as deferv- 
ing of a civic crown.— Juftice, indeed, ihould 
ever be tempered by moderation ; and humanity 
(hould always be exerted, whenever prudence does 
not forbid, 

, The theatre not opening fo foon as was expeft- 
ed, I had leifiire to vifit, and be vifited by, whit 
the world generally denominate friends ; that is, 
tliofe who will entertain you as long as you are 

C 3 amufing, 
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amuling, and are the falhion ; but the moment 
flern adverfity throws her contemptuous robe over 
you, they no longer are your friends. Like the 
poor fequeftered flag, fo pathetically defcribed by 
Shakfpere *, " Thefc vekit friends abandon you. 
The carelefs herd, full of the pafture, jump 
ilong by you, and never flay to greet a poor 
*' and broken bankrupt." On the contrary, they 
join in tlic cry againft you, and accufe yon of 
faults you never committed, in order to excufe 
themfeives from affifting you. 

It has often excited my wonder, when I have 
refleftcd how much the word friesd/iip is abtifed, 
and how it is proflituted in its application, by 
thofe who are unacquainted with its meaning. 
Since adverfity hs^s vifited me^ I ha^re frequeht^ 
fuand; thofc, whom I hare always tbodglit to ht 
en cowed with the molt refined and liber^tl^eilti* 
nirnts^ to be as neady to avoid the pttCon they 
once af&£ted: to adimre, a&d loaded with pt<j^M* 
fions of regard, as the-ierviie herd^ ami I CAh 
witli trujth afErm, that Among iht ntspibers I fbr« 
meriy had it in my jiow^r to oblige, I nev6r m^t 
with a grateful return but from one gentleman, of 
whofe gratitude I fhall give yon an accouiitin my 
future letters. Was I to mention to you ibmo 
very extraordinary inftances which I have it in 

* As You Like it, Aa I. Scene I. 

my 
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my power to do, fome of my former nominal 
friends wauld not be very well pleafed at the dif- 
clofure. But they may fleep in quiet. My in- 
juries, however irritating, fhall not impel me to 
difturb their peace, if peace can ever £iid a place 
in an ungrateful mind. 

Yet why fhould I expeft to be exempted from 
the natural confequences of imprudence and dif- 
jyefs ? — Negleft and cenfure conftantly attend the 
depreffive turn of Fortune's wheel. — It ever was, 
and ever will be fo. — How juft and exemplary is 
tke proof my beloved and often quoted author 
giv^ -us of this human depravity, in his ^' Timon 
f* ofAthen^*r 

** As we do tttm our backs 
*< From oUr coGBpaDba throwa ioto the gpave, 
" So. his familiars from his buried fortunes 
** Sli^ik all away; le^vinj; their falfe vows with him, 
^* Like empty* purfes pick 'd. \^h.i\^h\s foorSe^, 
** A dedicated beggar to the air, 
^* With his difeafe df all'iliunn*d poverty, 
" WalVd, like Contempt, dbrte.'* 

As I am upon this topic, let me add, tliat the 
many favours for which I am indebted to thofe, 
whofe humanity has induced themi to afford me 
relief {ince diftrefs has come upori me, are deeply 
imprinted on my memory ; and the impreflion, I 

♦ Aa IV. Scene IL ' 
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fruft, Tvill never be eradicated. Whilft I am con- 
demning ingratitude in others, I would not wifli 
to be guilty of it myfelf. I would therefore here 
;^eturn my moft grateful acknowledgments for the 
jiumerous favours I have received, not only from 
many noble perfonages, whofe virtues add luftrc 
to their high rank, but likewife to the communitj 
to wjiich I formerly belonged. To them I (hall 
always efteem myfelf greatly indebted, and afliire 
them it will be the higheft happinefe I can expe- 
rience, if ever I have an opportunity to evince my 
gratitude. 

But to return.-— Mr. Rich produced, this feafoR^ 
a moft fuperb Reprefentation of a Coronatiort, in 
the hiftorical plays of Sbakfpere. And in order 
to prevent Ae principal performcFS from refilling 
to appear in the proceffion, he propofed walking 
in it him/elf y as Queen's Chamberlain. Unfortu- 
nately, however, he was taken ill at the laft re* 
hearfal, and never had the pleafure of feeing the 
grand pageant he bad fpared no expence to render 
as magnificent as poffible. As I performed** in 
moft of the plays, and walked as Queen every 
night, I had very little Icifiire to pay any attention 
to my domeftic affairs. I left the conduft of my 
houfe entirely to my own maid, having no doubt 
of herhonefty ; and fuppofing the weekly vouchers 
Ihe brought mc in a fufficieat check upoik her« 
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may not have oocafion to mention Mr. 
17 more, I will here entertain you with a^ 
al anecdote relative to a pupil of his, 
exhibits a fcene fo truly laughable and ri- 
s, that I am fure it will not prove dif** 
{ to you. 

ng the initiation of Mifs R. White^ Mr. 
1, of Drury-Jane Theatre, gave her fome 
;ions how to perform with propriety the 
cr of Sylvia, in the Recruiting Officer. 
ly, as he was thus employed, obferving that 
unglady mifconceived his direftions, and 
d a paf&ge very improperly, he told her 
^t to confider that the part fhe was fpeak- 
IS 2l parenthejis^ and required a different tone 
e, and a greater degree of volubility, than 
t of the fentence. 

L parentbefis /" faid Mifs White, *•• what's 
?" Mrs. White, who happened to be pre - 
earing this queftion of her daughter's, and 
ig that (he fhtjuld thus betray her ignorance, 
:ly broke out into the following polite and 
e exclamation ? *^ O ! what an infernal 
b of an a?fi:refs will you miske ! What, not 
>w the meaning oi prentice? Why, prentice, 
'am, is the plural number of prentices. O,. 
I'Umake the devil of an aftrefs !*' 
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In iitt mcmth: q£ February^ the creditor, yafho 
would not (ign aiy letter of Ikehce, called upott 
me, and req^iiefied thftt I Would giye her a bond 
and judgmem for die money I owed her* She 
aUedgedt in fuppoxt of her requeft, diat it was a. 
large fum» and in cafe of my death, my fbrnitnre, 
ptete, &c. Would feqtiit it to her. As I &Uy in- 
tended to difchargo it a^ foon as poflrhley i con- 
fented to her re^veft, upon condition that die fe- 
curity might be given for no Iborter a term than 
a year* I accol:ding4y called, foon after, at the 
perfon's houfe, and having read the Ifondy which 
was fUpulated for the time mentioned, I figned it ; 
but, being in hafte, I very imprudently omitted 
feeing whether the judgment was of the fame date. 
. In a ihort time after, I received a letter from 
the woman, informing me, that (be moft have 
immediate payment 6f the Whole mone^ 6r elfe 
flie would put the judgment in force agaiuft 
me. Alarmed at fuch a dreadful direat, I knew 
not what courfe to take. Mr. Digges, being 
much embarrailcd in his affairs, nad acc^ted of 
an invitation to return to Edinburgh, where he 
was a great favourite ; and there he intended t6 
continue, till 1 could get n^y affairs fettkd, whicfr 
his prefence greatly impeded, as thofe perfons, 
who were willing to afiift me, did not care to do 
it wliile he was with me. 

As 
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As I had not eiiteitaiQed any appr^enfionis 
-frora ^h creditor, I had pOid many others^ whom 
Mr. Cracnoft had-jKHiited out as being in indif- 
^reat circumftances. But this woman being 
opulent, and always pco£sffing the greateft friend- 
fhip and regard for me, I did not fuppofe fhe^ 
would •proceed to violent meafures* I however 
now difcovered, that I had put myfelf in the 
. power of one of the wcrji of women : a woftaiK, 
who thought nothing wrong that would produce 
money. I had heard, indeed, tliat her charaft^r 
was doubtful ; but, as fhe had never given me tlic 
leaft hint which could audiorize fufpicion, I ima^ 
gined^the report fprang from ill-nature. 1 had, 
notwithflanding, reafon to alter my opinion. As 
fhe was not only a lace-^wotnan, but dealt in 
every article neceflary for a. lady*s toilet, it was 
not doing her any ipjuftice to fuppofe ladies of 
eafy virtue frequented her houfe ; but, upon an 
explanation of her fentiments, I faw I had every 
thing to dread. It is not improper here to re- 
mark, as it was the means of my gaimng a fuit, 
which flie afterwards inftituted againft me for the 
Tecovery of the money, that, m a letter fhe fent 
me, Ihe informed me that the bond was for 2Lyear^ 
but the judgment for a month. And her brother, 
to itiake the letter more forcible,^ fwo re by his 
Maker, that they had bit me^ Through this ex- 

C 6 prcflion, 
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preflian, and the palpable deception which had 
been made nfe af upon the occafion, I was ens- 
bled to triumph over fucb a dangei ous opponent. 

G. A. R 
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Aug. t4, »7— 

WL R. Calcraft being one evening at the reprr- 
fentation of" Zara,** the uncommon applaufe I 
met with revived his paflion, and Induced hira 
to make ufe of every method he could devife to 
bring about a reconciliation. Having watched 
me one Sunday, he came up to me in Derby^- 
court, and earneftFy entreated that I would favour 
hira with half an hour'^s converlation. Upon my 
refufal, he begged that,. If I would not be recon- 
ciled to him, I would attend to a propofal he had 
to make me, which would accommodate the dif- 
agreeable affair relative to the diamonds. This 
alfo I refufed to do, afluring him, at the famye 
time, that I would not hold any correfpondence 
with him whatever. 

Upon this he went to a tavern, the corner of 
York-ftreet, and I really believe I received twenty 
lelters from him in a fhort time. Finding mc 
ftill inflexible, he fent Nurfe Carter to me ; the 

perfon 
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perfon I have mentioned before, whor lived witb 
me many years, and bretight up all my children; 
This good woman, he knew, had great influence 
over me, and therefore he was in hopes (he would 
remove my prepofTeffions* But they were to<r 
deeply rooted ; particularly as he had offered me a 
fi:efh infult, by getting a &iend to deliver me a 
meflage, of an extraordinary nature,^ j,uft after my 
return from Ireland. This aggravation of his 
injuries will be fully explained in the letter al« 
ready hinted at, which I (hall give you, by way of 
Appendix to my " Apology," as I was then 
obliged to fupprefs^the publication of jt,^ for re3*» 
Xbns affigned in their proper place^ 

Niirie Carter executed her commiflion with 
great fidelity to her employer. And at laft^ weari- 
ed out with her importunities, I told her, that, if 
Mr ^ Calcraft^ would write me his propofals of ac- 
commodation, or fend his attorney to me, I would 
hear wliat they were, and confult Mr. Craceoft 
vpon the propriety of accepting tliem^ He ac- 
cordingly fent them, by one of his clerks. They 
contained the following articles :. That he would 
give me money to pay off Mr. Sparks's bond for 
four hundred pounds : That he would compro-< 
mife all my debts with^ my creditors, if I would 
confent to go abroad till it was done, as none^of 
tliem would accept of leis tlian the whole of their 
X demand 
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detmtid wMlft I was tipoh the fpot : And, laftff, 
he wodtd grant fsi^ an additional atitnuity of ot^ 
htitldfed p^iujids , which, with the twenty pounds 
Aivphis of the former, he faid, Would enable me 
to live in HoUaild, or France, till the affair was 
fiMfhed. 

Hilyitig cOrtftlted Mr. Cratrroft upon the ftrb- 
}0&, I wrote, to Mr. Stubbs, fcnior, who ftiH liver 
in Parliameht-ftreet, informing hita diat I would 
accept of his, client^s propo&ls* That gentleman,, 
accordingly, waited upon me with the bond of 
anntity for^ the additional hundred a year, whkh 
was in tnaft t6 Nicholas LinWood, Efq; bf Broad- 
ftreet, wine-merchant, ^ partner With Clermont 
and C(^. Mr. Stubb», at the fame time, brought 
with him a gdneral releaie for me to fign ; bui 
this, as an honeft man, he advifed me not to do. 
As I could not, however, have any legal defnand 
upon Mr. Calcraft, the fuit with Mr. Davy rcfla- 
tive to die former annwty being ftill pending, I 
dehvefed i^p the marriage contraft given \ipon our 
union, and fighed the releafe. Having difpofed 
of the hundred a year out of the former annuity 
to all intints andpurpofes^ till the flim wKch I had 
received (hould be repaid^ witfi fifty pounds be- 
fides, as: I hftve already bbferved, it is not to be 
fuppofed that by figning the releafe I gave a re- 
ceipt for what was not mine to difpofe of. The 

releafe 
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illwfe is now ie^Ubt hanUof Mr. StiiUlSy jvnidr. 

The fame evening the deeds were ^ned, I Ibt 
off for Hsuifridi, in my way to HoIhiuL I htve 
odf^ed %o inform yoo, that upon tfae^cbnverfiti* 
tMm I b^ held ^th my rigoroos female crediHnv 
ft«^ i^tuch I dbtliiled a knowledge of her pinr<^; 
pQ^fi^y I iftlSfcrae#y left toy faoofe, and went f)OL 
my moA^r's 'm lljrcrwer-^tec ; havkig firft ibiit 
my pbte to* Aidef^ah Cfdcroft's, as a (bounty for 
his 4^. The companion of my ]0tttnty was 
M>ift IR^ OA^^er^ ti^hobad been left me as a le- 
gacy by Jier gf2diAfseh^i ' Colley Cobber. As her 
ifitfelte^^ w^i%'iM9idr'WI(afe, tod ihe *wls liable to 
hm )^ tfsf '&f€f^ ^d^^ing p6rfon Who flattered 
her, 'thiat celeW^e^ <Ad gen^toian cen%ned her 
to my care ; and he left all his grand-cbikirm a^ 
tegacies to dafereftft perlbns. A fon of Mrs. 
SfMth, wh6m I Mte ^metly mentioned^ beiTfgf 
a liirgebki, I ha^ go^t KiM tOt^fficiate to a. fegi-> 
Aifrnt. T^his young man likewife accompanied 
mffli^it. ' 

• When we got to Harwich, the wind being con- 
ftaiy, we were prevented- from failing; and as B 
w^as sijiprelhcnfive of being -putfued by my^'inflexi- 
ble creditor, I thought it prudent to go to<Man-« 
ningtree, a village at fome diftance from Harwich, 
to remain there till the wind changed. My be- 
nefit 
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ntfit was tbbe on the Monday following^ wkkb 
would render it impoffible to keep my departure 
any longer a fecret* 

The Thurfday eyening, as we wtfre at fupper,* 
we heard a chaife and fo^r enter the inn, and pre-^ 
fently, to my infinite fiirprise, Mr. Di^es made 
his appea^rance. This, you may be affiired, wa» 
AOt the moft agreeable renctmtre. He appeared 
to be greatly enragedv zvA m^ed (xi ray two com- 
panions returning to London^ and on* my imme- 
diately getting, into another chaife, and quitting. 
the houfe. I was fo tefri^d by the violence of 
his temper, that I con£mted to his* injudions, on 
condition that he did not carry me to Edinburgh. 
] had fbme how: or other taken an unaccountable 
avetiion to tliat places but witliout being able tc 
aflign any reaibn for itr 

We trayeltedr fide by fide, not in the beft tem- 
per with each other, without purfui^ any fixed 
route ; and when we arrived at Cambridge, I had 
frefh caufe of diftrefs» Some rhyming Cantab had 
defaced the windows of the inn, where we put 
tp, with fome lines in my favour* One of thefe, 
figned bv Mf* Bullock, an admirer of mine, of 
whofe attachment I have given you an account^ 
was as Ibllow^ : 

Let Jove his Juno and his NcSar boafi:, 
ChampaigBc's my wine, znd Jillaiftj my roaf^»^ 

This 
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This added fuel to the flame which was already 
blazing in his bofom. And, as " Trifles light as 

air, are to the jealous, conflrif^ation ftrong, as 

proofs of holy writ*,'* he thought he had 
foand frcfh reafon td accufe me of levity. 

But his attention was in fome meafure taken 
off from thefe difquiet thoughts by an unexpected 
incident. Taking up a news -paper which lay in 
the room, I obferved in it an advertifement, which 
was too particularly pointed, for me to doubt that 
tc related to myfelf. It ran thus ; *• If the lady, 

who left a near relation's on fucb a day, with. 

a young gentlewoman and gentleman, will re* 
*' turn ; that relation has in poileflion a larger 
•• depofit than will ferve to accommddate the dif- 
** agreeable affair which occafioned her to leave 
*♦ London.'* 

Upon reading this intelligence, I infilled on 
txiimediately returning back to London. T0 
whith Mr. Diggcs confented. But when wc got 
to Ednionton, he determined to leave me there, 
and go to the capital by himfelf, ro enquire into 
tlie circumftances of the affair. He accordingly 
fet out, whilft I plcafed myfelf with the hoj>es oiF 
being there as foon as hinJi. But, upon my oin 
dering a poft'Chaife, the man of the hoiife in- 
formed me, that he had received pofitive dire£liona 

* QtheUo, Aa HI. Scene VIL 

fcomi 
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from the gentleman notto let mc have a carriage, 
nor even fufFcr me to leave the houfe. Patience 
was my only rcfource ; though, 1 own, I cannot 
conftitutionally make that virtue ray boaft. 

When my good niian returned, he informed 
oii, that my mother was fo enraged at my not 
coining back before, fu|^oiing I muft have feea 
,the advertifement, that Ihe had determined to re« 
fund t)ie moiiey depofited in her hands ; and to 
fell the furniture of my houfe, in order to pay 
Mrs. Jordan, my milliner, who was her intimate 
fiiemd. I entreated Mr. Digges to fuffcr me to go 
to itiy mother, that I might try to prevail upon 
her to alter her refolutipn ; but my entreaties 
were ineffe£hiai. Notwithftanding the vexation 
} fidt at the time from this obftinate refufal, I 
muft do him the juftice to fay, that I believe he 
was'inftietiQed by no otbjer Motive tbswn^ pure 're- 
g^d. . He had engaged to go back to Scotland; 
He had Ukewife great reafon to iuppdfft, thai^ 
£rom his being fo lauch involved, he flioutd not 
be aUe to contintie in London, fhould he break 
that engagement. Befides, it was natural for 
liim to Conclude, that the depofit was cwtdittonaHj 
lodged with my mother, the nature of <mr attach- 
ment being unknown. AH thefe reafoQS induced 
to iniift on my ftaying with him. 

We 
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We then once more fct out, v^itlitnit having 
any fi jced placed' to go to. W hen we got to Bar- 
ton Mills, an ihn 6n ih^ Norwich road, I was 
taken very ilL Here he left me, and went again 
to London ; I believe, to enqun*e whether my 
ttiother had otrricd her threats into Execution; 
and he found flte had done it immediately. I wa& 
lidw left in a very difagreeablc fituation ; and, for 
Ihe firft time in my life, was apprdhenfive of 
knowing the want of money for itiy pr^fentexi- 
jgeticies# All my wardrobe^had been pfut 6n bbard 
the pacqiict-at'Harwich, fa that 1 had lio ajip^rdl 
^Hh me btlt a few fliifts, my night-drefs, and 
'Hie tratelHng habit I had. on. To p/ay my c^i- 
|)chces wTien Igot tb Holland, I had procut^d 
Wtk void tettets of credit from Mr. GoUey, aA 
•eqt^ftittttct^df my mdther*$, iipon rnidrchants^ at 
Attf#^rp ^aii^ THc Hague, ^at ^hfch Splices I^iifi 
miSm ttkirtg Up toy refidenee att^f nately. 'Btkt 
airtb^^ribw^bfrio'fervicetonie, '" 

Ih^Ais 'Ihu'ition, v^c tilrried our'hbrfefc hea<ft 
tbwaitd^ tfie Nbrth ; and When" we came to Ptef- 
tbn,' in Lattcaihii^e, i4ie money '! h^d' with tA6 
was ricSriy eatpended. Nothing was noW^to be 
acne biit for Mr. Diggcs to go on to Editibutgh. 
This he did, leaving mc at a village, the nsktne t)f 
whiih I have forgot, about twenty miles Ihbrt df 

it; 
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it ; as I had infifted on his not taking me to diat 
place, agreeable to the promife he had made me. Id 
In two days after he jeft me, a poft-chaife came line 
to convey me on to the Grafs Market, as Che wsi% 
driver told me. This I fuppofed to be a towa \£ 
yrhich was called by that name, and accordingly |h 
went with him. When I arrived at an inn in 
the Market, a woman waited for me, ofamoft 
extraordinary figure. She was very lufly ; had 
been handfome ; was intolerably dirty ; had on ft 
Dutch cap, wi^h a plaid round her- fhoulders -, 
and was without ilays» She informed me, in the 
Scotch accent, that her name was Molly Kerfhaw, 
a particular friend of my fpoufe's, and that Ihc 
came to conduA me to my apartments* I told 
her, I hoped they were not in Edinburgh. She 
declared, they were not,, but at M^fs Coulijbone'st 
a perXon who was genteel a& well as myjilif 
0>ough fhe took in plain- work. She acquainted 
me, that fhe had ordered dinner at the ina where 
we were, particularly a very fine turbot^ which fhe 
dwelt much upon.. I had but little appetite at 
any time ; and indifpofition, fatigue, and fretting, 
had not increafed it. But, ,to my great furprize, 
when the boafted dinner appeared, . the very fine 
turbot proved to be a large piece of coarfe thorn* 
backi. 

Between- 
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Between fix and feven o'clock in the evening, 
a coach came to convey me to my apartments iii 
the Cannon Gate. When we arrived, after hav- 
ing mounted three pair of ftairs, the ground*floor 
of which was a chandler's fhop, I was intro- 
duced to the genteel Mifs Coulftone. This lady 
appeared to be an old maid of about fixty years of 
age, and looked as if fhe had been fmoke-dried* 
She was the very counter-part of the old woman 
m ** Rule a Wife and have a Wife/' 

The found of mufic now reached my ears. 
Upon my enquiring from whence it came, I was 
anfwered, from the theatre, which was direftly 
oppofite. From this I learnt, diat the Cannon 
Gate, where the coach had fet me down, was the 
fuburbs to the city of Edinburgh, into which I 
had thus, through my ignorance of the country, 
been decoyed. I no fooner made the difcovery 
than 1 took a pair of fciflars, and cut my hair off, 
quite clofe to my head, to prevent my being foli- 
cited to appear in public. 

The piece which was performing was the ** Beg- 
^' gar's Opera," in which my gentleman aAed 
Macheath, a part he was efteemed very capital in. 
After the opera, he haftened to me, when he in- 
formed me, that the Englifli papers having an- 
nounced my abfence, it was conjeftured, that the 
new- comer at Mifs Coulftone's w^s the very fu« 

gitivc 
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^tire that h^d lately d^ferted lier fitusitVi>a at Qb- 
vcntrCjarden. 

T«hc aext: day^; Mr- Bate^, jpk^ pi^opp^Qr of 

the E4i9J^""8l^ ^^S?^^ w^^^ MfvDQ»fon» ajjd 
ft^^Ipg s^^ager^, as^qijiai^tcd Mr, I^ii^e^, thitt H 

wp^id-lnf ufelefs to open th<^ dA^r$». unl^.h^ 

cpuld induce 4xie to ^pe^r upoi^ tbeir ftsg!?, I 

coxd4 not jrof^bly conceive 1k>w my acrival co.iild 

he fo ipon jdifcovered. For« to prevent all fu%i^ 

cion, it wa)5 not to be known that Mr. Diggcs 

had attended me- dpw^p, SH^i he wi^ to refido at 

bis own lodgings. 

Our journey had been expeniive. I luid^but 

little n^oapy left, «nd Mr. Diggee leifs ; for the 

bills I ^ad upon Holja^ Were of no ufe to me 

here. Jn this iituation, theie was no other iintv'^ 

native b^t my conforming to Mv. Bates's wifhes. 

The lofs of my hair was the greateft bar to my 

appearwce. However, for the firft time, I had 

recourfe to falfe ; and, as I had not even neceila- 

« 

lies, I was obliged to have cloa^hs made at a great 
expence. But my fuccefs was fo much beyond 
expectation, that I was very well enabled to do 
this. Curiofity induced f<dnilies to come from 
all parts of the countlty. 

The following prologue written by Mr. Cun-> 
ningbami whofe merit has entitled bim to a place 

among 
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itmong the poef s of Oreat Britain, was %pi&en bjr 
Mr. Diggt$ upon the occaii<»n. 

' In early days, when error fwayM tinankitid^ 
Thejfoenewa« cenftir^d, and the ftageconfttTd. 
As the floe arts ja. nobler xail;eii]|)ply^d, 
Oki pre|\a4ice ^ew fainter-— dfoop'd-p-and dy'd. 

Merit from ii^dUon naufl deduce her date> 
If flie'd arrive at a meri4ian height j 
From fan6tion is the Englilh flage become 
Equal to Athens, and above old Rome. 

If from that ftage, an adtrefs filPd with fears. 
New to this northern fcene, to-night appeal's. 
Intent — however unequal to the fiigbt, ^ 
To hit — what Critics call— the J!?a/>fy f-ight ; 
SJbe bii^id^ DQt QO your fiii^er's * f^zid appUule^ 
But timidly to you fubmits her caufe : 
For tafle reiin'd may as judicial fit 
Here, as (he found her in an Englifh Pit* 

Your plaudit muft remove the Granger's feat ; 
The fons of Genius are the leaft fcvere. 
Some favour from the fair fhe^is fure to find ; 
So fwoet a* circle cannot but be kind. 
Then to your candid patrooage fhe*ll trufl. 
And hopes you gracious— as we know you juft* 

- i 

During my firft excurfioa to Ireland* this gpg^j 
leman complimented me with the following poe- 

• London. 

tical 
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tical fragment, about the time he produced a lit* 
tie piece of two aQs, called *^ Love in a Mift," 
or ** The Lafs of Spirit ;*' which was performed 
at the Theatre-Royal, Smodc- Alley, feveral nights, 
and met with a very favourable reception. Upon 
my arrival at Edinburgh, he conftituted a part of 
that company ; when he wrote tlie foregoing Pro- 
logue. Though Mr. Cunningham's abilities as 
an a£tor, from his extreme diffidence, were but 
moderate, yet the productions of his Mufe cnti- 
tied him to refpeft. 


*A l^RAGMENT. 

Part of a Poem written on Mifs Bkllamy, wheait i**^ 

Dublin. "^ 

From flavifh rules, mechanic forms, unty'd. 
She fears, with facrcd Nature for her guide. 
The fmile of peace— the wildncfs of defpair— . 
The foft'ning figh— the ibul-diflblving tear ; 
Each magic charm the boafted Oldficld knew, 
Enchanting Bellamy I revives in you. 

•Tis thine, refiftlefs, the fuperior art. 
To fcarcfi the fool, and trace the various heart ; 
With native force, with unafte6ted cafe, 
To form the yielding paffions as you pleafe I 

* Bcil'i Poets, Cunningham, page So. 

Oldmixon'i 
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Oidoiixon's * charms, by melody impreft. 
May gently touch the fong-enamourM breaft i 
But tranfient raptures muft attaod the Wounds * 
Where the light arrow is conveyM by fottnd ! 
Or ihould t Mechel in languilhing aiBvatnce, 
Her limbs difplay'd in e?*iy ma^fc^rf dance, 
(The foul untouched) flic captivate Che fight>. 
But breathing wit with jud^meht ttntt unite. 
To give the man of reafon unconfiti'd delight. 

In looking over my pap^s lately, I found thq 
following pretty Paftoi^ which he wrote in my 
praife. Though it it only addrcAe^, in the ttiie 
paftoral ftylcv to Pbillis ; yet the copy of ir, in his 
own hand- writiifg, ftom Vvhich this is tranfcribed> 
and which I received from him, denotes for 
wlxom the compliment was intended. 

PHILLIS: A Pastoral, 

I- 

I faid-H)n the banks by the (beam,. 

IVe pipM for the &cph^ds too l<^g ; 
Oh grant me, ye Miifes, a tiieme. 

Where glory may brighten rtny fong ?^ 
But Pan bade itoe ilick to my flrain^ ./ 

Nor lefTons too lofty rehearfe* # ** 
Ambition befits not a iWain-, - ^i . 

And Phillis loves padoral verfe. ' .; ; ^^ V /' 

* A lady celebrated for finging. / *^::^^' ^' 

t A dancer then in Smock- Alley Theatre* 

VOL. \r. D II, Tis^ 
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The refe. has a beautiful ri^d ; 

But i&ded to .Phillis's bloom : 
The bree;se froffi ^he bcaa^fiower bed 

To her .breath's but a feeble perfunie# 
The dewf-drop fo linipid and gajr. 

That loofe on the violet Ues^ 
^ XTho' bri^hten'4 ty Phgpbus** ray) 

Want* luftre co];ppar*d to her eyes^ 

-.» • • * 

The djiy J phick'd in full pride, 

It's frefhnefs with her's to comp^e ; 
And fooliflily thought, till I tried, 

T)ie flow'ret was equally fair. 
How, Corydon, could you rniilakc^ 

Your fault be with forrow confeft ; 
You faid the white fwans on the lake 

For foftnefs might riyal her breaft. 

IV. 

iVhile thus I went on in her praife^ 

My Phillis pafs'ii fportive along ; 
Ye PoetSy I covet no bays. 

She fmilM— a rpwar4 for my ibng, 
I fin4 the God Pan 's in the hght^ 

No fame 's like the fair one's applaufe. 
And Cupid muft crown with delight 

Thfi Qiepherd that fings b his caufe* 
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The feafon being far advanced, eight nights 
were to be the Umited number of my performing, 
and the laft was to be for my benefit. The morn- 
ing of that day I was arrefted by the creditor who 
had been the occafion of my indifcreet flight from 
London. I was, however, foon fet at Uberty, the 
caption being againft the laws of Scotland, which 
allow fome days notice to debtors before they can 
be taken. 

Upon this occafion, the firft lawj'crs in the 
kingdom were volunteers in my caufc ; particu- 
larly Mr. Montgomery, the prefent Chief Baron, 
and the Dean of the Faculty. It at length came 
. to trial i and the letter I formerly mentioned was 
produced, from which it plainly appeared, ths^t 
the fecurity was fraudulently obtained. And the 
courts of jujiice in Scotland being at tlie fame 
time courts of equity^ a verdift was given in my 
favour. Having thus defeated the iniquitous de- 
figns of my creditor, jQie confented to receive her 
debt by inftalments of two huadred pounds a year. 
After this my otlier creditors, particularly Mr. 
Alderman Cracroft and Doftor Baillie, to whom 
I was indebted in confiderable fums, joined in re- 
commending me to that perfonal proteftion 
which they knew was to be had in Scotland* 

As good frequently fprings from evil, this mif- 
fortune feemed to be the means of procuring me 

Da the 
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the attention and civility I met with, in fo emi- 
nent a degree, during my re/idence in this king- 
dbm. In particular, it prpcured me the happinefs 
oi being admitted into the family of Mr. Mont- 
gomery, upon tlie mod intimate footing, of which 
I fliall always have the moft grateful fenfc. ^Thc 
moft attached patroncfles I had, befides tliofe of 
the Montgomery family, which were numerous, 
were the Duclicfs of. Douglas, and the Mifs 
Ruthvcns, the eldeft of whom fobn married Mc, 
Elphinftonc. The latter were partial to me to a 
degree of enthufiafm. Lady Ruthven likewife 
honoured me with her fupport. 

The cnfuing feafon I was to have a tliird of 
the profits, with two benefits ; and Mr. Digges a 
weekly faUry. As Mr. Calcraft feemed to think 
that Scotland was abroad^ he regularly paid my 
late granted annuity to Mr. Speediman,, proprietor 
of the ftomachic pills in the Strand. Mr, Digges 
now took a houfe at Bonnington, a very pleafant 
village, near Edinburgh. Our fuccefs at the 
theatre was very great, and we could have favcd 
money, had not the debts my gentleman had con- 
tr£ted, upon account of the perfon he formerly 
lived withi embarraiTed him greatly. 

Abdut this time I was much furprized to re- 
ceive a letter from Mr. Ballard, trcafurcr of Co- 
vent^Garden theatre, containing a demand for a 
4 capital 
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capital fum. He informed me, that Mr. Ricirs 
executors had made him account for the falar}% 
paid me three years before, during the (hutting of 
the houfe, upon account of the demife of one of 
the female branches of the Royal Family. My 
agreement was annual^ and Mr. Rich had ex- 
preffly ordered the «M«f«M«ff net to make any de- 
da£tion for that vacation. Bpt as Mr. Ballard 
had not taken thcf order in writing, he was liable 
to pay it. As I had received the money, I could 
by no means confent that he, Ihould refund it. 
Commpn hqnefty required, in my idea, that he 
Ihpuld not be the fijflferer. I therefpre wrote to 
Alderman Cracroft. defiring.he would fettle it, as^ 
well as he could^ to the fatisfafltion of the treafurer. 
At this period my motUery togetjier with all my 
paraphernalia^ wliich^was ret;yrned from Holland,, 
fent down to me a young gentlewoman that, Ihe 
imagined, would make fome figure upon the flage. 
Her name was Wordley. Slie had an uncommon- 
flow of fpirits, and had received a. more liberal 
education than is ufually beftowed on Englifh wo- 
men in the middle line, of life. Her Atber was 
fteward to the Earl of Powys, and he had fpared 
no pains to cultivate the mind of this daughter, 
who was his favourite, and whofe genius led her 
to receive his inftruftions with pleafiire. Sd^acJW - 
Qomplifhed a young woman was to be xonii^eted 
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as a valuable acquiiition, as well as doing honour 
to my mother*s recommendation. I therefore 
requefled her to take up her refidence at Bou- 
nington. 

G« A. B. 


LETTER LJLXVII. 

Att|^ iz, 17— 

Upon looking forward to the number of In- 
cidents it will be needful yet to relate, to give you a 
pcrfcft view of this checquered life of mine, and to 
let the world into tht /ources of thofc adlions v^ch 
in many inflances have drawn upon me unme- 
rited cenfure ; I fee they will much exceed the 
bounds I imagined, when I firft fat down to re- 
cord them, — Circumftance -grows from circum- 
Ibnce — and recoUeftion receives additional vigour 
from the exercife of it — 'I therefore cannot help 
being apprehenlive, that, notwithflanding the aF- 
fa ranees you have fo pften given me to the con- 
trary, the relation of them will prove tedious^ to 
you. — This apprehenfion, however, will be a curb 
to me, and prevent me from inferting* any inci- 
dents that are not immediately conducive to the 
purpofes for which I entered upon it ; namely, to 
fatisfy your curiosity, and to endeavour to remove 

thofe 
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^bofe prejudices die pubMc havb imbibed againfl: 
me, from not knonbing \he whole of my fiory. And 
I fliall of courfe make my digreffions as (bort aiid 
tinfrequent as poflible. 

Mr/Digges did every thing in his power to* 
n^ake me happy. He indulged me with every plea-' 
fure he could procure for me. But my tempef 
was fo much foured by the continual demands for 
the dfebts he had contrafted before my union with 
hitw, that I could not relifh any enjoyment, or 
behave towards him with that complacency L 
could have wifhed. 

About the middle of the feafon he informed 
me, that he had received a letter, acquainting hira^ 
that his brother, Capt. Dudley D^ges, was ar- 
rived in England, and that he wilhed much to fee 
turn upon fomis family concerns. He ttieiefore 
determined to fet off to viiit his brother, and we 
wefe obliged to manage in the theatre as well as 
we could; But how to procure money for the 
expences of his journey was the queftion. This 
Mr. Still, my attorney, and indeed my £ac-totum, 
upon my application to him, advanced. 

When Mr. Digges arrived in London, my mo- 
ther was foon reconciled to him, and he remaijied 
at her houfe during his ftay. Upon his return, 
he prefented me with a large filver repeater, to be 
placed at the head of my bed, as I had often 

D 4 wiflied 


wiihed &r a R^cJMfC c^ d>^ .Mivl« tp Ilqqw ttie 
tioofs wben I was to. take the nediciic^ my in- 
4ifferent iiate pf tuealth r^ndeired necejQEMry. 

There was a young gentlewoman in the com- 
pany, for whom I tud ? great attachment, the wife 
of Mr. Aickin, of Prury-laqe theatre. B^ deadi 
foon robbed me of bf r. This e^ent ^e&ed oic 
xnach, and made my t^cddi, which was but indif- 
ferent before, ftillmore fo. It Jtherefo^ie became 
needfal to find oui fome perforixier, who could 
pplieye ihe fcoSQ die cQnft?int feligue I ui>dei?weiit* 
And I met' with Mrs. Kennedy, wii^^k whi«^ \ twd 
formerly playc4 during my firft t^uig^^ to 
Publin. ^ 

This lady, her hiifband, and tb^ir ibn» wiere ftC* 
cordingly eftggig«d at a ial^* wi^ktt Sllil^BQlti 
\govXA by no mca^k^ afford, JBnt iv^hlit wi^ tq tif 
4oiie ? My playipg cQi>^aat!y wa$ iQipt^kiUb^ • 
rviid no peiribn could iiipply my place, ualefs ib^y 
had ^Qquifpd foijie iripputatioq. Tfc« proprieion 
were there^re obligfd to coofi^nt to tb« «QgagC- 
ment, n^^tyvitfeft^ding the expence wa$ fk> great. 
Mrs. Kennedy bdd merit in iofse parts; »nd, as 
fbe had been in feveral travelUi^ cozapanie^, flie 
i^as ftydj^d in every cbariSer. Though fhc was 
f^ from handfome, fbci was a good figure. 

Our views, however, in engaging her were 
fruftrated ,by indifpoiition. She was taken ill 

foon 
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after her ativrf; and a dreadful emptiott 
iting in her face, flie was able to perform but 
titnss durii^ tlie Whole feafon . A ridiculous 
mftaiKC happened in confequence, which, if 
ikes you as it did me and the whole au- 
e at the time, will at leaft excite a fmile. 
rs. Kennedy thinking hcrfelf fo well reco- 
I as to be able to perform^ flie fent Word that 
iras able to Sppear iii Zara, in the ** Mourn- 
g Bride," which was to be afted for the be- 

of fome particular peifon flie wiflied td 
end. But ab<^ut fowr o'clock on the day of 
irmance, fl>e w^s taken fy very ill, that her 
arance was imprafiicable. The piece was ta 
layed by f>artic»kr dtflre, and there was no 
itutc to be got for fd eSpital a part, nor a pof- 
ty of changing it. In this dilemma, Mrs* 
el, Mrs. Kennedy's lifter, who was abotu: 
ity yeart oldef thati fliat lady, and was a per-* 
who ufed t6 figure away i^ old nurfes, under-3 
: to play the part, 
he audience expreftecf marks of difapproba- 

throughout the whole of her playing, but 
iiJulafly fo when flic died. Upon which flie 
from betw^h tJie mutes, fuid advancing to- 
ds the fr6At dp' tli^ftag^j flie told the audiencef 

flie was concerned flie ^ouldnotfacqtfit tter- 
«fo as to give fatisfaftion ; but, as good-nature 

D 5 had 


I 


58 T IT E L I F E O r - 

had indaced-her to undertake the part, merely to 
ferve the perfon whofe benefit it was, flie hoped 
they would excufe it. Having finifhed her fpeech, 
ihe haftened to the place from whence fhe had 
rifen, and threw herfelf down again between the 
mutes, who covered her face with the veil. So 
uncommon an incident had fuch an effed upon 
the rifible mufcles of the whole audience, as well 
as myfelf, who was juft entering as Almeria, that 
it was impoffible to compofe tliem for the reft of 
the evening. 

This puts me in mind of a fimilar laughable 
adventure that once befel Mrs. Hamilton. That 

f 

lady, playing the chara£ter of Arpafia in ** Tamer- 
** lane," and being very lufty, the fcenemen 
found great difficulty to lift the chair into which 
ihe had thrown herfelf. Upon her fuppofed death ; 
which {he obferving, (he ordered them to fct it 
down, and, making her courtefy tp the audience, 
walked off as coolly as if fhe wa^ not to be fup- 
pofed dead. 

. The letters I received, during the time I pre- 
fided at the Edinburgh theatre, from itinerant 
players applying to be engaged, amounted to an 
iiicredible number. They geneii^tUy wrote in fuch. 
a ftyle^ as to ihew they all thought themliBlvcs 
Gafficks aD4 Gibbers. 

The 
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The enfiiing feafon the honourable Mrs. 
Digges died, which made it neceflary for her fon 
to go to England. She left eight thoufand pounds 
between her two fons, upon condition that the 
elder Ihould quit the ftage, and take her maiden 
name of Weft. Mr. Digges communicated this 
news to me whilft I was at the theatre ; and I re- . 
ceived a letter from my mother by the fame poft» 
to haften his journey. The races were to be the 
enfuing week, which is ufually the harveft of the 
feafon. Money, however,* tnuft be immediately 
raifed for his expences, I therefore left the re- 
peating- watch with Mr. Still for feventeen guineas, 
and I believe confehted that he fhbuld lake ten 
or fifteen from the office. I could not fpare any 
more, as in a few days I (hould want the two 
hundred which 1 had agreed to pay to my inftexi- 
ble creditor. 

Mr. Digges then fct off for England, with a 
promife of returning as foon as poffible. But as 
he was not to play in future, that was immaterial.* 
At the conclufion of the week, I fent to Mr. Still 
for the two hundred pounds ; and received for 
anfwer, that he had not a fliilling, as he had giveri 
Mr. Digges all the money in his poffcffion, and 
he was two hundred pounds in his debt. 

My diftraftion upon receiving this intelligence 
it hardly to be conceived. I had requcfted Mr. 
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Fei|;«lbD, my ciedltDr's attorney^ to dine with jne 
a,t Boiiningtoii, the day the money was d«e, whm 
I would pay him. Very fortunately for mc;, that 
gentleman pofle^ the moft liberal mind, and was 
^ honour to his pofeffioiv M^^ Wordky 
haying acquainted him with the real fituation of 
my affairs, for I was too much diftrefled to do it 
ipyfelf, he agreed to allow me diree months to 
i:ajfe the money ; and, that his client mi^ht not 
he diflatisfied, he remitted the fum, aivi took the 
debt upon himfelit So remarkable SJO inftance o£ 
humanity elaimed my warmeft thanks. It was 
likewife produdiTe of tiie moft heartfelt regret 
to me ; for i^n being infcjrmed, fome years 
a^r> that this amiable young liaan was one of the 
perfons who loft their lives by the falling of tlic 
bridge at Edinbuxgh, I fincerely lamented the 
unfortunate difafter. 

Whilft I had been an inhabitant of Parliament- 
|lreet (a period pregnant with (brrows) I had 
recommended a gentleman, who wrote a very fino 
h^nd, to Mr, Calcraft, as a clerk* 

About two years after this, be informed me, 
^at he Iiad an opportunity of going to the Eaft- 
Indies in a very advantageous lituation ; afluring 
me, at the fame time, that be fhould ever* retain 9 
grateful remembrance of the favours he had re« 
ceived from me ; which his future condu£||; tefti'^ 
£cd that he did. 
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This gead^man^ whofe name is Hcame, made 
many cmquiiics after me» upon his return to Eng- 
land ; and cafuaUy hearing of my diftrcis, wbiUl I 
Vf9s at Ediobuigby he xnoft genoroiifly fent me 
tvro hundred pounds. This was the moft ac* 
oqptahle &YOur I ever receiTed> as it ihewed tbo 
gratitude of the donor ; of which I fhall have, 
occafion to fay more in the couife of my xur- 
rative. 

I nxv4t not omit mentioning another erent of a 
fimilar nature^ which likewife happened about 
this time. I had formedy had a fervant^ named 
Daniel Douglas* He lived with me about nine 
years. But at length, firom the gentleman's gal- 
lantries in the family 9 the maids beiog all pastiat 
tp him, I recommended him as a domeftic to 
Lord Hume, then governor of Gibraltar. Hi& 
Lordfhip made him his majoj^-domo ; and Daniel 
behaved fo muclti to the fisttiafa£Uon of lus mafler» 
that he le& him fomething handfbme when he 
died. 

I had been informed, that a Mr. Doughs had 
called .at my houfe fevend times, when I hap- 
pened not to be at home* One day, as I was go^ 
ing up tlie CafUe-hill, I was acoofted by a peribn 
whofe face was familiar to me,^ though I could 
not recoUeft hinu The poor fellow burfi into 
tears, and havtog made bimielf known to ii|ex 
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and enquired after my health, &c. he begged I 
would permit him to fpeak to me for a few minutes 
the firft Ifeifure I had, as he was detained in Edin- 
burgh by no otlier bufinefs. I appointed that zU 
ternoon to fee hinl at my houfe, and could hot 
imagine what the bufinefs he wifhed to fpeak to 
me upon was ; f6r though I had always cndea* 
voured to deferve the regard of my dom^ftics, I 
never had been particularly kind to him. 

When he came, he informed me that ha had 
faved up eleven hundred pounds ; that his wife 
had taken an inn upon the Dover road, for which, 
upon being put into pofleflion, they were to pay 
feven hundred.' He th6n faid, he hoped I would 
forgive his prefumption in what he was about to 
fay; but as he was afraid I was not in fuch cir-' 
cumftances as formerly, if I would be fo good as 
to make ufe, for my own time, of the remainder 
of the little fortune I had been the means of his 
getting, it would aiFord him more real pleafure 
than he could receive from difpofing of it in any 
other way. 

I could fcarcely refrain from tears at the man- 
ner in which this offer was made. It feemed ra* 
ther as if he had been foliciting a loan than oflTcr- 
ing a favour. I thanked him cordially for his 
intended kindnefs, but declined accepting it ; 
afTuring him, at the lame time, thai I did not do 

fo 
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fo from being hurt at the ofFcr, which gave me 
£ngulaF pleafure, but becaufe I had lately received 
from Mr. Hcarne, whom he well knew, the 
afliftance I then wanted, I added, that I could 
not think of borrowing the money he had laboured 
many years for, without being certain of repay- 
ing it, even if I was aftually prefled for it ; I con** 
fequently would not contraft a debt of fuch a na- 
ture, when I r6j^had.Mao immediate occaiion. 
The worthy man reluftantly acquiefced with this 
declaration, and took his leave, in appearance as 
much mortified, at the refufal of his money,, as^ 
others would have been at being danned for it. ^ 
This grateful behaviour of my late fervant, 
Daniel only wants the decorations of Shakfpere's 
inunortalizing pen to make it as memorable as 
that of Adam in his ** As you like it^"~The 
honefty and friendship of that venerable fdrvant 
towards the memory of old Sir Rowland^ as he terms 
Orlando, when reprefented by Berry, with that 
honeft plainnefs, and unaffi^fked fenfibility, which* 
was never equalled by any other performer, could 
not affect the weeping audience more than this 
;i¥eil-JQeant offer of Daniel's did me. The im- 
preifion will never be ^^Gidicated from my mind. 
And that infioilely more from the mantur in which 
the favour was tendered, and the grateful inten* 
tiQn of it> than from the^icnrice foch a fum it' 

that 
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tliat time could have been to wfi. Theie were the 

only two ioftances of gratitudei ammig the nuooer* 

OU8 opportunities I -gave for the exertion of it^ 

that ever I met with. But tbefe are fufficient to 

convince me, that the virtue has an exiftencei 

thought like the phoeniXf its appearance is very 

rare. 

G* A. B» 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 

ON my firft engagii^ nt Edinbmigh, the 
gentlemen of Glafgow ofiered to buikl a theatre 
by fubfcriptioD, if o>ur company wouU promife to 
perform there in the.fummer. To this we readily 
ocmfentedy as the Inbabitants were not only opu* 
lent, but iihcnl to a degree^ The theatre being 
now ready, we formed very agreeable ideas of the 
jaunt ; and that not only from the views of pro- 
fit that it pre&nied, but from the fiivourable ideas 
ve entertained of the place and people. The 
Goddefs of Nonfenfe (for £> we had nicknamed 
MHs Wordley, from her being dixt^tly the tc* 
yerie, and having performed the chara&er at 
Mr* WiUunfon's benefit) was impatient beyond 
mes^ure for ovr removsd from the metropolis* I 
lad lately left« Bmsiington^ and icfided in tlie 

city. 
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city, as the bufioefs of the thcitre Tcquircd my 
king near it; and upon this oociflon David 
Hane complimented me with his apartments ia 
tUc Cannongate. 

When we were about to fet off, after having 

jiicharged my bills, I found X had not cafh fuf- 

icitnt to defiay the expences of the journey ; my 

bMlf conf^fiiag of jnyfelf, Mifs Wordley, and 

I tbree fervants. The cbaifes were ordered, and 

I expeAed foon to be at the door. Not knowing 

I ^ow tQ raiie any money upon this emergency, I 

i {^nt one of my women, whole name was Water «> 

, I ioj^ tjo a watch-Joaker's in the High^&roet, to 

^ di^o^s of the filver repeater Mr. Digges had given 

ipp. The peribn I dire<3ed her to apply to had 

g^ed a reputation, by making feveral for thai; 

9^at laQchaniciU genius the Duke of AxgyVi 

Tl^chajifes were now at the door; and I waited 
y^th the greateft impatience for the arrival of the 
money to enable us tp fet off. Some hours 
e)ap&d without any tidifigs of my meflenger« Her 
^opefty I could not fufpe£t. Her ftay therefore 
could not be accounted for. About four in the 
aj^rnpon^ a perfon, dreffed fomething like one of 
our beadles, came to inform me, that a woman 
belonging to me was detained about a watch Ihe 
had offered to fell. 

This iiiteUigence crowned my misfortunes. I 
iS^nt b9ck the chaifes which were yet in waiting. 
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anddefircd Mr. Still would go to regain thfc poof* 
woman her liberty. When that gentleman got 
to the watchmaker's, he was informed, that Mr. 
Digges had purchafed the watch of the very per- 
fon 1 fent ft to. It being invafluabte upon ac'- 
count of the workmanlhip, but from the large-* 
nefs of its fize not verv faleable, he had fold it to 
Mr. Digges fomewhat under the mark, and had' 
taken his hotc for it, payable at the conclufion of 
the feafon. ' 

The man faid, as he underftood Mp. Digged. 
did not intend to return, and as the watch was 
offered for fale, fufpicions arofe in his mind that 
it was not honeftly come by ; efpecially as the 
woman rcfufed leaving it, or telling from whoritr 
ihe came. Mr. Still having thus learnt the cir- 
cumftances of the affair, to accommodate it as well 
as he could, returned the repeater to its fytt 
owner, upon his agreeing to deliver up* Mr. 
Digges's note, and llberating'my fervant. 

My friendly negociator then went to endeavour 
to raife me a fund that fbould enable me to fdt 
out for Glafgow the next morning, it being nc- 
ceflary that we fhould no longer defer going. He 
brought me fufficient for the cxpences of half 
the journey, and I was obliged to depend upon' 
the purfes of my partners for defraying the re- 
mainder. Mift Wordley's humour kept my 

fpirits 
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from finking under all thefe vexations ; and 
00m which overclouded my mind feemed 
ally to difpel every mile we went. So that 
: we had made much progrefs in our jour- 
[ afTumed a chearfulnefs to which I had long^ 
I ftranger. 

c next day at noon, we faw the delightful. 
3 which we were going, at a little diftance 
5 us. The magnificence of the buildings, 
^e beauty of the river, which the finenefs 

day caufed to appear, if poflible, to greater 
tage, elated my heart ; and I anticipated tlie 
re I fhould have in being received by friends, 
vere not only moft cordial in their repeated 
tions, but whofe opulence furnifiied them 
j^ower to fulfil their" warm promffes of fup-. 

len we arrived at Glalgow, one of the per* 
rs exclaimed, ** Madam, you are ruined, 
you have nothing left but wha^ you have 
h you in the chaifes." I am at a lofs, even 
to account for the compofure with which 
rd this alarming falutatipn, for I enquired 
he caufe of it without the leafl: emotion. I 
iformed, that the ftage of the New Tlxeatie 
sen fet on fire the night before, apd that all 
ar?phernalia and wardrobe, which lay there 
ked, had been confumed by the flames. 

The 
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The conflagration, I found, was occafioned 
by the following circumllance. A Methodift 
teacher, who held forth in that city, told his au- 
ditors, that he dreamed, the preceding night, he 
was in the infernal regions, at a grand entertain* 
ment, where all tlie Devils in Hell were prefent, 
when Lucifefy their chief, gave for a toafi, tlie 

health of Mr. , who had fold his ground to 

build him a houfe upon (meaning tlie theatre), 
and which was to be opened tlie next day for 
them all to reign in. 

The poor ignorant enthufiaftic hearers of this 
godly preacher found their enmity againft Satan 
apd his fubjeds infiantly inflamed by tliis ha* 
rangue i and, ii^ order to prevent fo alarming an 
extenfion of his infernal majefty's empire, &ey 
haftened away in a body to the new-built play-, 
houle, ^nd fet the ftage on fire. ^ Luckily the* 
flames were es^tinguilhed before any other part of 
the theatre was co^fumed, but the whole of my 
theatrical wardrobe, which lay in the packages 
upon it, were deftroyed. It appeared, tliat this 
religious mob 'had been joined by others, who 
wiflied to take advantage of the conflagration ;; as 
a great deal of the ^fe trumpery upon the rega- 
lia of the mock kings and queens had been ta- 
ken away, and, being found of no value, lay 
fcattered about the fields. As tlie theatre was a 

mile 
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mile from the city, and the flames did not buril 
out to as to become vifible, the incendiaries com- 
pleated their deCgn, and filently retired. No 
alarm was therefore given, nor our lofi known 
till the next morning. 

Notwithftanding the intelligence I now rcceiv.* 
ed was of the utmoft importance to me, I heard 
it with great trancjuillity. But poor Mifs Word* 
ley, who had loft her little all, loft With it all 
that philofophy fhe, on many former occafions, 
had preached up to me. Which recalled to my 
memory thefe fine lines of Shakfpcrc * ; 

«— ^Men 
Cao counfel, and |^ve cotnfort to that grief 
Which they thcmfelves not feci ; but, tailing it,^ 
Their counfel turns to paffion, which before 
Would give preceptial meditine to rage. 

-v'Tis all mem*8 office to fpeak f^ieiice 
To. tho& that wring .under the load of fbrrow ; 
But no man's virtue, nor fufficieacyt 
To be fo moral when he fliould endure 
The like himfelf. 

Inftead of throwing myielf inta violent agitations , 
and, laaiQjiting.my lofs, as ixuaiy would have done, 
I very; coolly f^d, I would go. and look at the 
ruins ; and ordered the chaife to drive immediate 
ly to. the theatre. I there beheld the aHies of all 

* M^h Ado about IJothing, «« A&, V. Scenrl.'* 
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my finery, which had coft many, many hundreds 
of pounds ; and, at that time, upon a moderate / 
computation, were worth nine hundred, there I; 
'being among them a complete fet of garnets and 
pearls, from cap to ftomacher. 

When I returned to the inn, I enquired for 
Mr. Bates ; for, as to the other partner, I nev^r 
had any knowledge of him. I was informed that 
he was gone to the Exchange, to offer a reward 
for difcovering the incendiaries. But all his en- 
deavours to that purpofe were vain. The nativ© 
firmnefs of the Caledonians infures their fidehty ta 
each other. For in this affair, as well as that of 
Captain Porteus, in which, by all accounts, many 
hundreds were concerned, there was not one per- 
fon found treacherous enough to give evidence 
againft tlieir partners, relative to the exceffes they 
had been guilty of. 

The poftilKons were obliged to wait the return 
of Mr. Bates, as it was not in my power to dif- 
charge them. ' When he came, ancl had fent the 
chaifes away, I defired he would go back to the 
Exchange, and inform every perfon he faw, that 
I was fully determined not to make my appear- 
ance upon the Glafgow-ftage, unlcfs Idid fo the 
next evening, according to the plan I had fixed, 
but which it was not in my power to do for want 
of cloaths. Upon which, one of the principal 
z merchants 
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merchants of the city, by whole intereft chiefly 

the theatre had been built, came immediately to 

the inn, and politely ofiered me whatever money 

I wanted. I chearfully accepted his friendly af- 

£ftance ; and, upon my repeating the refolutioa I 

had formed, he told me, I fhould have all the la* 

dies cloaths in and about the city, before the even* 

ing, if we could get the ilage repaired ; fo that 

(hould be no hindrance to us. 

. It being. impra£licable for us to perform a Tra« 

gedy, as the neceflary dreiles could not be got 

ready for fome days, we determined to perform 

** The Citizen," by way of play, and " The 

^ Mock I>o£bor'' for the farce. Mr. Bates in* 

flantly got fome induftrious carpenters, who nail* 

ed down boards for a temporary ilage (the other 

being entirely confumed) which they covered 

with carpets, tiU the damage could be repaired. 

And, before fix o'clock, the gentleman fo well 

performed his promife, that from not being mif- 

trefs of one gown^ I found myfelf in pofleflion of 

above forty : and fome of theie almofi new, as 

well as very rich. Nor did the ladies confine 

themfelves to outward garments only. I received 

prefents of all kinds, and from every part of the 

adjacent country, together with invitations and 

parties for the whole time of my refidence in ;heir 

neighbourhood. 

Every 
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Every thing was ready by Ac ufaal hour, and 
wc ptayrd the two pieces juft mentioned to a 
cmtrded hotife. At the conclttiion of the piece, 
one of the principal ladies declared from the boxes, 
that none of t!ie airdience wdtild ftir till all the 
pcrfonncrs, and even the fervants, were faftly out 
of the theatte ; left there might be fome perfortal 
attack attempted by thofe who could commit f«ch 
an outrage as that of the preceding evening ; and 
the town-gtisrdwasorcleted to^efcort us into the city. 

The capital inhabitants made parties to enters 
lain* us ; antf lean truly fay, that I never met 
With more civility, more feftivity, nor more ap- 
plaufe, in any place wherever I appeared. Mr, 
fieddifh was the principal man in tragedy, Mr. 
Aickin in comedy. Whilft I was at Edinburgh, 
I had prevailed upon a. geittleman, who was pof^ 
fefled of fome taltnts, to compile a little pi( 
from die celebrated poem x>f OiSan ; and I a] 
peaitd in the charafter of Gommela, there, wij 
great fuccefs* But at GHafgow the ^plaufe I 
eeived was beyond all bounds. This little pi 
alone^ tacked to any indiflfcrent comedy, w< 
fiH the houfe, fo that it was erowded every nij 
Which tended gteatiy to relief itte Itonl th< 
tigue I daily underwent, not only from the di 
of mry profeffion^ but from itit coiifbmt roui 
invitations I was obliged to accept -of. 

^* Macl 
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** Macbeth" an4 ** Douglas" were much called 
for; bnt thefe pieces could not be performed, 
till cloaths proper for appearing in them were 
made and brought from Edinbui:gb* As I had 
no black veflment of any kind fent to me among 
the numerous ones of different colours which 
had been fliowered upon me by tlie ladies, I 
made that an objeftion to playing the charafter of 
Lady Macbeth. Upon which, I was alTured by 
one of the inhabitants, that her Ladyfhip walked 
every night, at the caftle of Dunfinane, drefled in 
white fattin. Not being able to refrain from 
fmiling at this piece of information, I was told, 
with great ferioufnefs, that it was really a /«/?; 
of the truth of which I might be convinced, by 
Thatching one night only at the caftle. I rather 
chofe, however, to ^ive credit to the perfon from 
whom I received the account, than be at tlie trou- 
ble of putting the aflertion to the teft ; and played 
the charafter, out of the ufual form, in whit^ 
iattinu 

On the fourth of June there was to be a grand 
dinner at the Bull-Inn, in honour of tho^day. At 
this inn I had taken up my refidence, from the 
fulnefs of the town, and its being fituated near 
the. theatre. What made this place of abode tlie 
more defirable, w^as its being an immenfe, com- 
modious building, capable of accommodating us 
VOL. ivt E in 
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in every itfpeft. It had been eredted by fub- 
fcription for tlie reception of the gentlemen be- 
longing to the hunt, in the winter ; and in the 
fummer for the people of fafhion who live in the 
environs, and come, at that feafon, occa'fidnaDy t6 
Glafgow. There was likewife a large room in it, 
Irhich in wintei* was a frec-mafon's lodge^ This 
no^v ferved us for a wardrobe. 

Mifs Wordley feenied frantic with joy at foffic 
news ]fhe had received from Edinburgh, which in* 
duced nie to follow her, to enquire the caufe ; 
When file informed mc, that Ihe had heard Mr. 
Woodward was arrived in that city. On heft- 
ing this pleaiing intelligence, we prevailed upon 
Mr. Bfetes to fet off immediately to invite him to 
" join us. 

While the rubbifli that had been occasioned by 
the fire was removing, we fet about fearchingto 
fee if we could recover any part of the valuable 
things I had loft ; vsrhen, to my great joy and fur- 
prize, I found, among fome of it which the firft 
waggon could not contain, % trunk belonging to 
me. In it were depofited fome cloaths, a great 
deal of linen, and fome of my laces. But the 
chief part of the latter were confumed during the 
burning of the ftage, together with all tibe trinkets 
I had of any value. This, however, was a great 
acquifition, and afforded me the more pleafure, as 

it iras given over for loft. 

We 
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We had the mortification to find, that the re- 
port of Mr. Woodward's being arrived in Soot- 
land was without foundation. This was a dif* 
appointment to us indeed. For as this gentle- 
man's chara£ler in private life was as amiable, as 
his public one was celebratod, he would have 
proved a valuable acquifition in a country, where 
fomething more than theatrical merit is necefl^iy 
to infure approbation. 

As the fummer drew towards a concIufioH, I 
iaw, with irifinite regret, the time approach for 
our retufn to Edinburgh. There had been an 
execution in our houfe at Bonnington, for a debt 
Mr. Digges had left unpaid, I had, therefore, no 
icttled habitation to go to. But it wis not folely 
on this account, that I regretted leaving Glafgow; 
the hofpitality and friendfhip I had received from 
the inhabitants during my ftay had made an in*^ 
delible impreilion upon my mind« 

Befides, the beauty . of the place and of the 
country around it are extremely captivating. 
The meadow, in particular, is beyond defcription 
pifturefque and charjning. It reminds every 
one, that has feen^the beautiful village of Haer- 
lem, of ]die near refemblance of one to the other. 
On one fide of the river, you fee the City Bleach- 
ing-houifes, where multitudes are employed in 
the different avocations of the Unen trade; fome 

£ z waftiing;^ 
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waftiing, others attending the coppers, and others 
laying the linen to bleach. On the other fide the 
cattle are grazing in a moft delightful pafturc, 
which terminate? in a landfcape much beyond any 
defcription it is in my power to give of it. 

We had likewife thi pleafure to obferve, that 
our departure was as much regretted by our hof- 
pitable entertainers, as we felt ourfelves morti- 
fied by the feparation from them. And it is with 
the moft fenfible fatisfaftion I refleft, that there 
was not one member of our company, who iii 
jiot depart without credit to themfelves, apd ho- 
nour to jthe profeffion. 

Upon my return to Edinburgh I took a fmall 
Englifh houfe in the Cannongate. But finding 
Mr. Bates had entered into an engagement with 
Mr. 3heridan, without my knowledge or confent, 
aJlberty diametrically oppofite to our agreement, 
I declined appearing any more ; au event which 
proved of greater confequence to the proprietors, 
ihan they had imagined it would, as I afterward? 
found they played to their lofs every night. 

Having come to this refolution, I determinec 
to return to London as foon as I convenient!) 
could. And my departure was accelerated b) 
a very unexpeiled difcovery. Another of thofi 
revolutions of fortune which had fo frequent 
}y been my lot now awaited me. Havinj 

on< 
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one day received a letter from Mr. Digges, now 
Weft, with a demand for a larger fum than I could 
fpare, I could not help being much afFcfted whilft 
1 read it. Upon which, a gentleman, who hap- 
pened to be prefent, told me, he was well aflured 
the union that had taken place between Mr.' 
Digges and me could not be valid, as to his' 
knowledge a former wife was llill living. Being 
alarmed at this information, and doubting the 
truth of it, the gentleman promifed to fend me 
well-authenticated proofs of it as foon as he got 
to London, for which plad* he was juft fetting off. 

Accordingly 1 received, foon after, an affidavit, 
confirming the truth of this aflcrtion, by which 
I was again fet at liberty j and found, as I had 
done more than once, an union, I thought to be 
indtffo^uble^ fuddenly diflblved. The gentleman at 
the fame time informed me, that he had feen 
Mrs. Digges, who told him that fhe had announced 
her death in the public papers, in order to de« 
ceive her hufband,'by whom Ihe was apprehen* 
five of being molefted. 

She might have fpared herfelf the trouble and 
cxpence of fuch a manoeuvre, as I am very cer- 
tain he never meant to fee her after their fepara- 
tion, his af!e£tions being at that time really fixed 
upon another perfon. I muft here flop to de- 
dare, that I acquit Mr. Digges of any intended de^. 

£ 3 . ception 
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ception toward me. Ijad he not been uafor* 
tunaltely eipbarrafTed in his circuipftances bj a^ 
former conne£liony the delicacy of his tend^nefs^ 
and the unremitting attention he always paid me, 
would have prevented my having the leaft caufl 
of complaint. 

By what a chsifti of fand do all the hopes ol 
poor blind mortals hang ! — Take what fteps wc 
will to render it durable, evejti thofe which arc 
apparently the refult of prudence, and they cannot 
infure permanency to it. — Some unexpeded 
itroke breaks the contexture, and our moO 
faiiguine expe£bttipns a^efcatteredby the lyja^s. 
— 'No wpman has furcly fo much reafon, asj 
have repeatedly faid, to complaii> of thefe fuddea 
attacks of fortune, as myfelf.— Be my intention^ 
oyer fo pu;:e, and well planned, fome incidental 
obftruftion^ frujlr^tes, the purpofcd ertd. — It is a 
Ipng tim.Q fince I troubled you with any com? 
plaints of this njiliurp,— J5.ear therefore with, thjs, 
as the occsiliou fo ppintedly excites it. 

G.A.B. 
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« 

Stpt. 5, 17— . 

Jt H & incredible marks of friendfhip I liad it? 
ceived during my reduce in Scotland, claimed 

every 
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every acknowledgment on. my part. To fheWi^ 
therefore, that I was not infenfible of thi& indul-r 
gence, I inferted the following ^dvertifement in 
the public papers, every day, for the month I 
fiaid after my difengageraent, ^ in order to pay my 
refpe£ts to thofe who had particularly honoured 
me with their patronage. 

" As Mrs* Bellamy has diilblved her engage- 
" ment with the proprietors of tlie Theatre in 
" the Cannpngate, Ihe begs leave to return her. 
*^ warmed thanks to the public in general, and / 
*^ to thofe friends in particular * who have done 
" her the hpuour to patronize her in fo flatter- 
" ing a degree, fince her refidence in Scotland ; of 
** which flie will ever retain the ^noft grateful 
** fenfe, as th^ir j&vou.rs are deeply impreifed in 
•' her heart. 

" N. B. All perfops who . have any legal de- 
** mand upon Mrs. Bell?,q;iy, are requefted to de- 
** liver in their accounts, ^t her- boufe oppofite 
** Lord Milton's, in the Cannpngate, within one 
" month of this d^t^y in order tp receive th«^ 
** farn^'V 

The firft among my patrons was the prefent 
firft Baron, the worthy Mr. Montgomery ^ a gen- 
tleman as well known for his goodnefs as his 
great knowledge. He not only extricated me 
from the perfecuting fpirit of an infatiable ere* 

E 4 ditor, 
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<3itor, as before related, but introduced me to the 
ladies of his family ; and I thought myfelf happy 
in being an intimate of his fitter, and of his pre- 
fent lady, who is one of the moff amiable of 
women ; as well as the Vifcountefs Townfliend, 
whofe goodnefs excels her beauty, though that is 
fo acknowledged. In this circle I had the hap- 
pinefs of being introduced to the late Duchefs of 
Douglas, who ever after honoured me with her 
patronage, Thefe ladies gave me a general invi- 
tation, and not only received my vifits with plea- 
fure, but returned thera. 

We had befides formed a little party of parti- 
cular friends, who met once or twice a week at 
my houfc. We termed this fociable meeting the 
^* Nonfenfe Club," Mifs Wordley prefided as 
the goddefs. And I really believe, as much in- 
nocent mirth, wit, and good-humour,' aboundec 
ia it, as ever did in any aflembly of the fam< 
nature. Every body was anxious to pleafe. Ill- 
humour, ill-manners, and all indecency, wer< 
baniflicd from it, and inftruftioh and mirth onl] 
reigned. The gentlemen that were admitted tc 
our little fociety were chieflj^ ftudents and younj 
men poffefled of learning ^nd iinderftanding great 
ly above tlie common rank. ' 

The Dean of the Faculty had Iikewife been 
volunteer in my catife upon the occafion befor* 

mentioned 
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Mentioned ; and though the fult was' pending two 
^rms, the only expence I was at was for print- 
^ng the dafes, which came but to a trifle. Upon 
a moderate computation, this fuit would have coif 
hundreds in the Englifli courts of common-law. 
I cannot conclude without acknowledging ther 
very great obligation I had to Mr. Hockart my 
attorney, whofe attention and goodnefs I have 
never been able to ftiew my gratitude for. 
There was a circumftance attending this litiga- 
tion, which I own greatly furprized me. The 
great advocate, Mr. Lockart, who was retained 
by my opponent when it came before the courts 
beftowed the moll virulent abufe upon me. Every 
thing that even the utmoft malice of an enraged 
bad woman could have fuggefted, he loaded me 
with. But when he afterwards honoured ine with 
ft vifit in my drefGng-room, he told me he was 
much dorjoerhed at his having been mifinformed. 
•* However," contiiiued he, " do not give your- 
** felf any uneafinefs about what I faid in the 
** court. For what I uttered in the pleadings, 
^ except what immediately related to the cafe ia 
** points Was not paid theleaft' attention t6.** 

And indeed, a moment's reflection convinced 

me of the truth of the learned ad vocate^s obferVa- 

tion. For my being both before, and afterwards, 

carelied by ladies of the moft exemplary cha- 

^^ E S laftcir, 
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rafter, as well as. of exited rank, afllircd me, th^^ 
whatever had been fppkcn to my dlfadvantage^ 
upon the occafion, had not gained any credit. 
Had that been the cafe,,! fbould npt have re- 
tained their good opinion ; hut, on the contraiy^ 
I was as much carefled in private^ as adipired in 
public. The very flattering reception I met with 
wherever I went, hajtiifticd every apprehenfipni 
and clearly evinced, that they were merely v^offii 
of courfe* 

But notwithftanding I was fortunate e^qugh to 
e'fcape the efFe£l:s of this offi9ial, fca^daj[, how 
tp^any are there whptc future lives are rec^i'^ 
unhappy by it ! The indifcriminate and geo^r 
rally unmerited abufe, with which fucji as are fo 
unfort>inate as to have any concerns in a court of 
jjuftice are befpattered by the counfel of t^i^if 
oppo|:ien^s, calls for rcprel^^nfion. It affords ho^ 
very. little confolation to the u^juflly abi^d p^-^ 
fon^ to . hear it aJftCiKWjirds faid, ** I an^ forry^for 
<* it" — <^ I was mifinforme4" — ** It will not be 
** repj:ded."-r-Th9 b,ur. ofi f^jndalfticks qIoI^— 
The ipipreflion .is not easily. df^ced-rr-It goe* into 
fhe wojjd; tinAuj:^^ every ; a^on i and^c^ufes 
tl^e wMle of the future condi^ft to be viewed, with 
a, fufp^cious. eye. — That; gentl^pien of e|i^afge4 
mindsj, a^ thoXe belonging to the bar are known 
to be (a fw excepted jr, fhpuld condefccnd to have 

rcHourfe 
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recoii4^ to fo, iiKan and unjuft a method for pro* 
motin^ the cau£» they are retained in, is really to 
be wondered at. • Thoft who arc naturally rer 
vengeful and abufire may rejoice at having au 
oppoitunity of indulging a propenfity which gives 
them pleafure ; but aii hiimane and gianerous per- 
fon will certainty rcfmin firoitj every unneceffary 
©iKcrtipn of' it> — I, think I hav«; ma4e:fome fimilar 
obfervatipns i^ a fprm^r letter. Thefe, however, 
/ball gQ» ^; the cufiom I am cenfuriagy-though^t 
has hitherto been coniidered as perfeftly allow- 
ablej i» muchicompfained of^. and. cries aloud for 
rcfdrcfs%— Let me^juft add^ lh;it though the cirv 
c^mftimces befoFe'mentipnied have given rife to 
this digrefflon» a jf^w«v?/ reproof is only intended. 

Iti confequence of not being able to difcharge 
the whole of the debts I had contra£ted here, I 
applied to Mr. Hearrie,^ the gentleman I have al« 
ready* mentioned/ who imipediately fent me two 
hundred: pQUjwfe. But thatfum not' being ade- 
quate to the: demands made upon me, which were 
more cpniidei^He than I< apprehended^ I wrote to 
S^ George Mptham to requeft his ailifiance. By 
thetwttirn of the poft, I received a remittance for 
ttiefitmrl t^q^ired, together with a very preffing 
ioyttfttionrti][ fj^ad fome days with him, trpon my . 
return to London^ at hi$ feat at NotUi Gave, my 
fon being t^ere far the holidays. 

E 6 Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, at the expiration of the 'montRv 
Mifs Wordley and myfelf fet off for Hadding- 
ton ; to which place fome ^ of our Edinburgh- 
friends accompanied us, and fpent the evehing. 
The next morning we continued our journey; 
iand, as we had leifure, I was determined to take a 
view, as we went on, of every place that extitcd 
curiofity. ThJs intention, however,- was pit* 
vented by a difagreeablc event which happened 
early on our journeys, and makes me (hudder 
whilft I relate tt. 

As we were paffing through a village, not fai? 
from Berwick, an in£int had crept irfto the high- 
road, and' fet itfelf down in the middle of it* The 
driver of thechaife going on Jehu-like^ did not 
perceive it ; and Mifs Wordley and myfelf being 
employed in reading, neither did we obfcrve it till 
the chaife had gone over its legs. PpovidentiaHy^ 
my fcrpams prevented the carriage from^^gofeig over 
its head. The accident had fo violent m eSeSi 
Hipon me, that I was taken out fej^felefs, and it was 
fome time before I could be reftor^d to- life* 

Asfoon as I recovered, my firft thoughts were 
bellowed upon the maimed little one, of 'whofe 
difafter we had unfortunately i but 'imiocentlyj 
been the occaflon. Its parents beiingi now re* 
turned from their rural work in the fields, 1 Or- 
dered every poffible care to be taken of ity ind>l 
• - am. 
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am certain I fufFered more pain of mind, than the 
child did of body. Had there been a furgcon^ 
near, I jQkKild not havepurfued my journey ; but 
I could not think of letting the poor baby He 
neglected through my acute feelings. I therefore^ 
though very unfit to travel, haftened on to tlie 
i%ext town,' where I was recommended to a gen* 
tleman of eminence in his profeffion, whom I 
immediately difpatcbed to his relief. Before he 
went, I requefbed him to write to ine, as foon as 
poffible, at Sir Gewge Metham*s ; as I was not 
only anxious for the recovery of the child, but 
beeaufe the expence ef his attendance could not 
tfaen«be afcertainedv 

A few week? after my arrival at Cave, I had 
tiic plcafure of hearing, not only ft^oni thefurgeon 
himfelf, but from a perfon who refided in the 
village, that thpo^gji the flcill t>f the former, and 
another trifling circumftancej the diild was per* 
fe&ly recovered; The* parents wcreUikewife 
made happy, ^rid the furgeofi' aflij^jr teWarded by 
Sir George ; whor had a tear for pity, and a hand 
ever ready to relieve tiic diftrcffed> wiiile ho had 

the power; ' : ' ;. ■ i ^... I nK.uni :• ' ^ .- 

This was one of fliofe^ cventitel ^itctraifta^ces, 
i^idh aippears at firft *t^ be a :gr#ab Witefortiinc; 
bat in the endis p^odtiAive of thegpeatftil^ g(W>*. 
Vos- 1 have fince4?een informcdthat the faiher-of 
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the cbildf a. poor induftrious peafant with a.tai^ge 
ijunily:, was-upoathp point! of b^ing turned out of 
bts little habitation, and having his goods feized^ 
bj an* unfeeling landlord) at thetimethe accident 
happenqd. Bpt this was prevented by Sir George's 
timely bounty ; who not only- refcucd him from 
his prefent diftrefa, but enabled him. andjhts hf 
in jly to Jiy^B in oomfori: ever aft^» 

Oh» how I envied Siri George his feelings upon 
this, occafion i for the edcquifite fenfation fuch a 
bepeyolent aft muft excite in a^fufceptiUe. mind 
is truly enviable.-^Thovgh<envy isa vice, witli 
wbi^i thank Heaven^ I: am totally unacqumnted, 
yet I never hear of the performance of- a go^rous 
aftion, but atwi(hiin{tantly! arifes: in my breaft, 
that I had be^nt the happy- perfon who ^Sk&A 
tlif power with the, inolinatiQii< to perform iti—* 
Whether this^jd^fire of robbjingf-aaother of fa great 
atlHippifK&ifaUs Wder)^^ denomination ofeKnvy;, 
r leave, tci tbe cafuifts to determine ; but it is^^ 
4cfire I oMuiot^fppprefr.-^To light up: Ac ftoe of 
diftpxfs iQio^^adnefs^ ahd to pour the balm of 
cc^^iifort • ia<0; the. wounded: mif>d, ii the trueft - fer 
licity the human heart is c;apable of feeiing; . 
. I wa^i io:. i|iu<(^ indifpb^ vrhen 1 got to. Aln- 
yfi^l^t ft0m the agitaiii)!! ?I Jbtad undei^oiie^ that I 
iM^a^-o^ligpd' to remain; the» ibmc days^ boforc I 
was able to vif^ that b^sniti&L Godic Caftle, 

which 


wl|ifJi I di4 npt caire^ to leave th& p}ace, \;fitbaii( 
dpiag. I have, however,, at prefent, very Uttlp 
recallefUpi). of iti Sir George had, wrote mq 
wpr4t ,tbat he would fend hi& chaife to meet mp 
at York, and- cpnvey, me from thence to* hit 
liaufe; bqt i^nlupkily his. ferivant had gone to. a 
fawpmriJe hpufjS of bis, and npj to.tjhe Poft-Hqnfe^ 
whe^reiiN^ werefet dpwn; and the.pepple of thf 
imiy^ajt'Whic^ tbe ms^ :h;i4f6tup his horfes, wer^ 
fo very, iUiberal as^ to de^ny hi^ being, there, wh^ 
I fent tpicnquir^. 

J}k^ flapipiRgi aft^r my .^y^ at %<^x}^r^ I ^nt 
to ppy. niy xl^ypirfi att the cc^yent^ wjierc I b?4 
fpent fo many happythpur^ during my former re^ 
ii4^<H^;^ in that ^dity# I fpund but few of thofe 

aiiye witb/Wbpn^ I ha^ tbei^ been acquainted, and 
lefiri^tt that the good old cbaplf^n.had, for fomf 
tingue J^e^ £pne tpieqjoy thp reward of hi^ piety^ 
A^il pwpofe^. proceedipg:tQ,Qavc that aftef npp^j 
I.wi^:Pl)JlJge4.tQ d^Jiwi* v^Fi prpffing^ invitatjon 
tbe jpipijs iiih^ita«|SiOf thi?ibI«?fl^,abode gave m^ 
tojp^nitop^ tiflacj with thfp[^,.a?kditookHpiy>leftT<p, 
lQ<Kif^W4th benevolent] wi(bes<> 

ypoi^ n^y retpm tc^ thQ, inn, I wa^ npt very 
welj ple^fe4 at:ft^U J^Wil8;f>P/A?w»of Sir Geoige^s 
cafiriag^ lliy &;iai>c^8 notbeipginth^ moft fipu^ 
rilhingrjftatei I therefore w^s neceffitated ,to make 
ufe: <^ a hijf d^ on^ in which.we. fctoff. W^ien 

we 
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we arrived at a place about twenty miles from 
York, I left my companroo at the inn, and pro- 
ceeded to Sir George's alone. I wifhed to-recon- 
hbitre, and be certain of a kind reccptiohj before 
I introduced her. If ray reception Ihould not be 
as warm as my invitation, or' if there happened to 
be any company I did not like to join, I was de- 
termined to returnf from his* honoiir*s tl!ic fame 
evening. But I beg Sir George's parddh for- even 
the bare fappofition. Had I confidercd rightly, 
I could have had no caufe for appreheiifion on 
Cither pohn, particularly the latter, as he hard al- 
ways been remiairkably careful in the choice of the 
company he intrbducetf me ta. " 

Wheh I approached the houfe, I faw the owner 
of it at a diftance ; and as the road I was in led 
to his manfion only, he was ailured the viEt mtift 
be to him ; he therefbhj haftened to tBe' chaife» 
I was much fiirprized' at feeing him aldfre; liot 
did he Teem to be lefs'fo kt iny being witho'ut a 
companion. A? foori as 1 catifie up tb him, he 
cried 'out, ** My dear Pti|i I how d&ocks it that 
** you are by yourfelf and In a hack ? My chaifc 
•* has Wen waiting for yoii fevcral days at' York. 
•* I began to bcf'Mlatinfla atybur ftay,'and (ent 
•* George, kkd ixiy nephew, and fome others, y6f- 
** tcirday, to make enquiries about you. But 
^ where rs' MHs Wot^dl^y ? I hoped to have had 

♦« the 


Q. A. B £ L L A M Y. ?9 

*' the pleafure of her company.*' From fo cor- 
dial a reception, I no longer harboured a doubt of 
my prefencc giving pleafure at Cave. I then in- 
formed Sir George, that I had left Mifs Word- 
ley at a village fome miles from his houfe ; upon 
which he difpatched the chaife to bring her. 

As I entered the hofpitable manCon, I had the 
pleafqre of feeing the faithful valet I have for- 
merly had occafion to mtntion. The worthy 
fellow abfolutely fhed tears of joy upon my hand 
as he kifled it. He had conceived fuch an affec- 
tion for my fpn, that I looked upon him more 
like a relation than a fervant. He had lived with 
his mailer from his childhood ; having beea 
brought up in a fchool, ereSed by Mr. Montgo- 
mery, Sir George's father, for the education of 
the children of fuch of his tenants and neigh- 
bours as could not afford to beftow one on them*^ 
At this period, mod of Sir George's fervants, 
both men and women, had partaken of the old 
gentleman's goodnefs. I am forry to be able to 
add, that I heard with infinite concern fome years 
after, that Sir George had difcharged hi^ faithful 
Sherrad, through the mifreprefentations of a fa- 
vourite miftrefs. 

We had not been long feated, when we be- 
held Mifs Wordley approach, attended by tHe ca- 
valcade which had been difpatched in quefl of mc; 

The 
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The Goddefsof Nonfcnfe, forgetting it was Suit- 
day, had placed herfelf in the window, and fat \ 
very con^ofedly at work. So unufual a fight 
drew the attention of thofe who palled, and foon 
raifed a crowd before the inn. My fon and his 
companions happening to ride through ' the vil- 
lage at the fame time, in their return, their no- 
tice was likewife attracted by the novelty. This 
gave Mifs Wordley an opportunity of feeing my 
younker, whom Ihe immediately knew, by the 
great refemblance he bore to hi3 father. Upon 
which, being above all ceremony, and her appre- 
henfions of a favourable reception, being reinoved 
by the fight of the chaife, flie threw up the win^ 
dow:, m^de herfelf knowato the young gentle^ 
men, and being feated in the chaife„ was con- 
ducted by four fquires, 0n hoi;feback,. ^ ff"an4 
train, to join Txs. 

After tea, my hpft defired he might have, thp 
plcafure of (hewing nic to my apartment, a$. h^ 
^ had fome^hing particular to fay, to me. I a,rofe, 
and followed him. When we got into my room, 
I was not a little furprized to fee him aiTume an 
air af confequence^ which no one. knew better 
than himfclf how to do. He then, with a grav^ 
countenance, faid, tha{ he was very much con* 
cemed to tell mp, he had fomething very difa-* 
gn^^i^ble to inform me of. I "began )to fear, frona 

this 


G. A. BELLAMY- gjl 

this exordium, that I had been toa h^fty in fend-; 
ing 4way the chaife. But my apprehenfions foon 
vanifhed, when he told me, with great folemnity, 
that, during the diftraAion occaiioned by our repa- 
ration, he had ralhly bound himfelf, by the rtoft 
fa<;red vows, never more to have any tender con- 
nexion with me. 

The concludon of this ^eeeh^had fuch an ef* 
feft upon me, that I was in danger of forgetting 
the graces, fo ht as to burft into a fit of laughter. 
But rctcolle£ting myfelf as well as I could, I 
begged he would not be under the confiiiion of a^' 
aj^logy, • for could I have fuppofed, that in thc^ 
prefent iituation of things it wo^uld have beea, 
ptherwifc, I certainly 0iould, not have accepted^ 
his in^if^tion. I perceived that his vanity was. 
much hurt at this declaration, and was concerned, 
at it. He had npt fuppofed thaf I fbould receive 
a circumftance of fuch great import wit^ the un*. 
affeded indifference I did. He cxpeXed that I. 
Ihould re^et the reftriftion, with the fam,e poig-^ 
nant feelings he had declared he himfelf felt ; and. 
his chagrin iipon the occaiion was vifible. How-f 
ever, upon rejpining the company, he re-aflumed 
his goodMhumour and pojitenefs. In both of thefc| 
Sir George exceeded the generality of his fe^n 
particularly in the latter. I cannot recoiled a 
perfoi^ amongfl all my acquaintance, exqcpt Af 

Dowager 
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Dowager Lady Harrington, who knew how to ac- 
quit themlelves in doing the honours of their 
houfc with more cafe and attention ; an indif- 
putable proof of a good heart, improved by a po- 
lite education. 

G. A, B. 
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Stpt. la, x^— ' 

Whilst I continued at Cave, 'every body 
feemed to vie with each other which could mofl 
fucceed in pleafing me. But my anxiety to pro-^ 
cure an engagement at the theatre made me at 
times very unealy. Such a ftep was abfolutely 
iieceffary, to clear me from the debts with which 
1 was encumbered ; for, notwithftanding.the fums 
I had paid, I ftill* owed above four thoufand 
pounds. Sir George exprefled to me a defire of 
felling an eflate, in order to extricate both himfelf 
^rid me ; which he aflured me he would, do, as 
foon as It was in his power; and he gave me a 
cpmmiflion to fpeak to Alderman Cracrpfr, upon 
my return to London, to look out for a pur- 
chafer. 

In the mean time, he wrote to his coufin. Lord 
Eglington, defiring he would ufe his intereft with 

Mr. 
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Mr. Beard, the then afting manager, in order to 
replace me in my former ftation at Co vent Garden 
theatre. By his lordfhip's anfwer, I had tlie 
mortification to find, that the proprietors were 
defirous of faving fo heavy a falary as mine. 
Mrs. Ward and Mifs MackHn had divided be* 
tween them the charafters which ufed to be in my 
pofleflion^ His lordfhip was therefore informed, 
that there was no room for me. My pride, as 
well as the prudential motives which made me fo^ 
licitous for an engagement, tended to aggravate 
the contents of his lordfhip's letter, and to render 
the difappointment the more irkfome. So that 
jiotwithftanding the unremitted attention which 
was flxcwn me at Cave, as the winter was now 
advanced, I determined to vifit London. 

Accordingly, Mifs Wordley, my fon,, and little 

felf, fet off for the great city ; after having fpent 

three months in all the pleafure that agreeable 

fociety, good cheer, good-humour, and unembit- 

tered pleafantry, can afford. I left this feat of hof- 

pitality with regret ; which would have been 

greatly augmented, could I have then forefeen that 

I fhould never more have been an inhabitant of it. 

I could not refrain froni fliedding tears, as w.e 

pafled the refidence of my late worthy friend. 

Lord Downe. And when I recolleft the manner 

of this nobleman's death, and that no public ho- 

ppur$ 
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flours iiave been ever paid to his memory, a 
gloom overcafts my mind, and I pay him the tri- 
l)ute of a Bgh. 

At Stamford, I was moft agreeably furprifed to 
iiieet with Lord Granby, who did me the honour 
to fpend the evening with me. I could not help 
^bferving, to my great fuqprife, that, during the 
'whole tihie>ve were together, his lord/hip never 
mentioned the name of Mr« Calcraft. This wm 
the more lingular, from a report which was tlien 
current, and which I fhalj explain more fully in 
my annexed letter to that gentleman. 

Sir George had promifed to allow me feven 
guineas a week ; and he ailured me that he woul^ 
loon be in town. The commiffion he empowered 
«ne to give to Mr. Alderman Cracrbft afforded 
me double pleafure ; as, independent of my own 
expedatibns from it, I ihould be enabled by it to 
(hew tny gratitude to one of the beft of men. I 
ow* the fatisfftion I received, from finding myfelf 
thus reconciled to the perfbn on ^om I firft be- 
ftowed my heart, was very great. A feries of the 
moft complicated treachery had induced me to 
ufe him ill, at the very time I preferred him to 
his whole fcx ; and the aifurance of his future 
friendfliip was flattering in the extreme. Whilft 
it promifed to be ferviceable to me, it did me ho- 
nour. — ^Thc lines 1 h^tvc alrq^dy quoted from 
5 Shakfpcrc's 
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Shakfpere's *' Midfummer Night's Dream," rela- 
tive to the crofles of love, are full as applicable 
to thi^ difiinion, as to that where I applied them. 
1 might here, alfo, with as much proprfcty fey, 
*' the courfc of true love never did run fmooth.^' 

Upon iour arrival in London, 'w« were fet 
<lowa at my mother's in feewer-ftreet, whole 
houfe very fortunateiy happened to be empty* 
I have already obfiarved, that flie ufually let it 
to perfons of 4iiftin3:ion .; the profits of which, 
added to the intereft of the 'money Ihe had faved, 
together with her penlioh, enabled her to live 
genteelly^ and ktep up an acquaintance with tliofe 
who were greatly her fuperiors. 

She -coiifented to let me have her firft floor, and 
undertook to pay all my incidental expences with 
the money Sir George Metham had promifed to 
allow me. But a;5 fhe knew the capriciouTnefs 
of his difpofition (which indeed turned out as 
fhe expefted), and the precarioufnefs of making 
an engagement at the theatres, when both the 
can^)anies were fettled, ftie objeded to Mifs 
Wordley's continuing with me. Though this 
obj^ftion was the refult of prudence, it gave me 
infinite pain. However, as taking up my abode 
in a parent's houfe muft appear more eligible in 
the eyes of the world, than in any other lodging 
I could get, I was obliged to confent, though 

witH 
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with great rcluftance, to that young lady's fet- 
- tling near me. 

Soon after my return from Scotland, Mr. Dod- 
fley fent me a receipt for a confiderable fum which 
1. flood indebted to him for books. I accepted 
fhc prefent, together with fome additional favours 
received fince, as a genteel compliment, for havr 
ing been the fuccefsful heroine of his brother's 
tragedy of " Cleone." 

I now wrote to Mr. Digges (I Ihould fay, Mr. 
\Vefl}, to acquaint him that we mull never meet 
again. As I had nothing to reproach him with, 
I did not trouble him with any upbraidings. He 
had not been guilty of any deception towards 
me ; and, barring his unhappy jealous temper, I 
muft acknowledge that he ftrove, by every ten- 
der, indulgent attention, to pleafe me. Nor did 
we ever meet after, but once in the ftreet, and 
twice at the theatre. 

A circumftance happened the night of our ar- 
rival in town, which, though trifling in itfelf, as 
It (hewed my much-loved fon's afFcftion, I can- 
not forbear relating. When lights were brought, 
obferving they were of tallow, without feeniing 
to take any manner of notice, he immediately 
went out aiid purchafed wax. Having done this, 
his. delicacy induced him to call me, upon fome 
flight pretence, into another room, whilft they 
3 * were 
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rere changed* Such a mark of attention and re- 
peft could not fiiil of giving the moft heart-felt 
>leafure to a fond mother. And I have the fatif- 
Fadion to pay this juft tribute to his loved me- 
mory (for he is now no more), that to the day of 
his death he preferved the fame unremitting af- 
feftion and affiduity to pleafe me. The next day, 
I took him to Etoii, as he had greatly trefpaffed < 
upon the limits of his holidays. 

Upon my retturn, I vifited Mftrk-lane, to con- 
folt my good friend the alderman ; when I open- 
ed my commiffion, which he gladly undertook. 
I had always, even in my moft encumbered fitua- 
tion, preferved my credit with him. Being him- 
felf the moft punfiual of men in all his dealings, 
he never excufed the want of punAuality in others. 

He, however, Aifually gave his clients permiilion 

* 

to name their own time of payment ; but that he 
expeded them to abide by. The alderman had 
paid my creditors fuch considerable fums the year 
of my unfortunate expatriating, that he not only 
kept them in good humour, but prevailed upon, 
them all (except the one who had fo cruelly per- 
fecuted me) to promife that they would do every 
thing in their power to ferve me. 

1 coitered the room, upon my firft going in, 
with my ufiial chearfulnefs ; and announced my - 
fclf, by faying, " Here I am*^* Mrs, Cracroft 

VOL. IV. F received 


98 THELIFEOF 

received me with her ufual afFeftion. Mr. Cra- 
croft then aiked mc, if 1 had any hopes of any 
engagement? To which 1 ref)lied in the nega- 
tive. But I told him what Sir George had pro- 
mifed to do for me ; at which he was mut:h pleaf • 
ed. And as the eftate, intended to be fold, was 
in a regiftered county, he had no doubt, he faid, 
but he fhould be able to difpofe of it to advan- 
tage. I next acquainted him, that I fhould en- 
deavour to procure an engagement, if it was only 
for a few nights, in order to be entitled to a be- 
nefit, which I had every reafon to hope would 
prove as lucrative as ufual. I therefore requefted 
that he would get my letter of licence renewed ; 
and likewife raife money upon the plate which I 
. had left in his hands, at once to pay himfelf what 
would be due to him in a few days (for he was 
to be paid his debt at dated periods), and to fup- 
port me till Sir George came to town, as 1 could 
not hope to receive any fupply from that gentle- 
man till the eftate was fold. 

During my return home, a diought ftruck mc, 
which was to write to the honourable Mr. James 
Brudenell, now Lord Brudenell, who had for- 
merly honoured me with his friendlliip, but fince 
my feparation from his intimate acquaintance^ Sir 
George Metham, had defifted from noticing me. 
As I was in hopes tliat his coolnefs would fub- 

fidc, 
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fide, now the caufe of it was removed, by my re- 
conciliation with the man he fo greatly efteemed, 
1 prefumed by letter to folicit the honour of his 
intereil with the proprietors of the tlieatre. Should 
I be fo happy as to fucceed in obtaining this re- 
queft, I could not then, I knew, entertain the 
leaft doubt of an engagement ; it being the dif^ 
iinguj/hed mark of charafter in that truly noble 
family, whenever they efpoufe a caufe, to make 
life of every means in their power to promote it. 
Would fome of high rank that I could name 
follow fuch bright examples, we Ihould not fo 
frequently hear of broken promifes. 

The obfervance of a promife is held by me in 
fo facred a light, that 1 cannot forbear expatiating 
upon it whenever opportunity offers. I (hall, 
therefore, juft remark, by way of addition to what 
I have faid upon the fubjeft in a former letter^ 
that my feelings, when I have been obliged to 
poftpone the performance of a verbal engageme^ 
through the want of ability to accomplifh my 
wilhes, are poignant in the extreme. — I am even 
of opinion, that an injury received will by 
no means cancel an obligation of this nature^ or 
Warrant a breach of it. — And fo far is my atten- 
tion engaged by anxiety for the fulfilment of thofc 
1 have entered into, that there is one in particular 
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whfcli H^iU bc^a conftant fourcc 6f difqnictudc to 
me till it is in my power to difcharge it. 

The *tnorninfg after, I. was honoured with a vifit 
from the gentleftian I had wrote to ; when he not 
X)nly promifed/o exert his intereft in my favour, 
h^t made me happy, by afliiring me of tjie renewed 
-patronage of Ae ladies of his family* 

Two mornings after this, I happened to lie in 
*b^ti longer than ufual. Although I can rift at 
any feotsr, with the grcateft alertncfs, when any 
*c<^!»eefn, wheilhtfr of btriinefs or pleafure, calls me j 
•yet when that is hot the cafe, you know, I am no 
Adatimfs. Beitlg thus indolently inclined, Mifs 
'Wbf dley came rurmhig into my bed-chamber, 
iittd, with joy imprcfied on her countenance, de- 
fired I would mak^ haftc and rife, as Johnny 
Beard was coming to fee me, 

1 imagined Mifs Wordley meant Mr. Baird 
*fromX31a<gbw ^ a^gcntleman who had been a warm 
^rtifan of mine, whilft I was in that city. I 
could not entertain th« moft diftant idea, that the 
Manager ofCovent^Garden theatrie would fo far 
Ifeflen his confequeflcc, as to vifit a performer 
^bdiPnlie had fo reccndy rejefted ; aUedging, as 
iie 'had ^one to Lord Eglington, that mufical j 
pieces ^v^xt the ftapJe commodity of that hoirfe. 
! ifo«md 'It, however, to niy great 'ftfrprife, to be 
the patentee himfelf. Having faluted me with 

his 
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bis uiual cordial civility, he informed me, Udgb* 
ijig, that he was come ambafftdor from the junto, 
and had the happinefs to be deputed by them to 
engage. me; adding, that there was a necefli^y foi^ 
the engagement's being figned that evening. 

Upon my exprefEng my aftonifliment at the 
celerity required, arid the urgency made ufe of, 
be acquainted me, that he had been honoured 
with a vifit from Colonel Brudenell, who had 
peremptorily demanded that I fhould be^ engaged 
in foqr and twenty hours, or elfe he (hould be 
obliged to compel them to a compUance. As the 
xefolution of this gentleman was well known ; 
and, likewife, th^t he w^as diftinguilhed by having 
the ear of royalty ; the proprietors thought it bet- 
ter to comply with his demand, than to rifque 
incurring the difpleafure of a perfon whofe fa- 
vour wae of fuch importance to them. 

As a further confideration, they knew he had 
great influence over all the young men of qua- 
lity, many of whom would be happy in having 
an opportunity of breaking chandeliers, and pul- 
ling up benches. 

It muft be fuppofed that I was not a little mor^ 
tified, when I confidered that a performer, who 
had always been efteemed of confequence, and 
who bad every reafon to conclude herfelf in fome 
cftimation with the public, fhould, [^according* to 

F 3 the 
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the ftagc phrafe, be forced uiponihe managers. I 
was, however, confoled by the refleftion, that I 
was ftill honoured with the friendship of my 
worthy benefaftor Mr. Brudenell, who had in- 
duced his brother the Colonel to efpoufe my 
caufe fo warmly. 

I immediately fent my good friend, Alderman 
Cracroft, intelligence of this unexpefted fuccefs. 
He was much pleafed to hear of it ; but acquaint^ 
ed me, at the fame time, of his having been in- 
formed, that my inexorable profecutrix had 
bought up two notes of mine, in order to make 
her debt above a thoufand pounds ; by which fhc 
intended to prevent me from taking the benefit 
of any aft of infolvency. And this (he had done, 
notwitbftanding I had regularly paid her the fli«' 
pulated two hundred pounds a year, and had gi- 
ven a proof of my honeft ^ltentions,*»by fcorning 
even a thought of taking advantage of an aft, at 
the time I owed near twice the fum I now did. 
He therefore advifed me by all means to apply to 
Comte Hallang, with whom I had formerly had 
the honour to be upon the moil friendly terms, 
to requeft that he would retain *me for his houfe- 
keeper, as a fecurity for my perfon. 

The application was no fooner made, than 
granted ; and my proteftion was drawn up nearly^ 
^n thefe words : 

" Whereas 
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** Whereas George Anne Bellamy, my 

*• houfe-keeper, informs me, that fhe has con- 

** trafted fome debts which (he is anxious to pay ; 

" and as Ihe is offered an engagement at Covent- 

*' Garden theatre ; I grant her my leave to per- 

" form at the faid theatre, upon this condition 

'^ tf/i/y, that fhe appropriates her whole falary for 

** the ufe of her creditors. 

*• Signed, 

" De Haflang." 

The next day, my engagement at Co vent-Gar- 
den theatre was publicly announced in the papers, 
together with my intended appearance, the Friday 
following, in the cliarafter of Cleone- 

I had now obtained the fummit of my prefent 
hopes ;- and as I know your feelings are fet in 
unifon with my own, I dare fay you will enjoy 
with me this momentary refpiti of mine from 
trouble.— A momentary refpite I call it — For as 
Eloifa fays, upon reading Abelard*s Letters, 

*' Whene'er thy name I find, 

** Some fure misfortune follows clofe behind ;** 

fo, with me, frefh troubles tread upon the heels 
of a relaxation from pain; as the hurricanes in 
the Weft-Indies, and other countries fubjeft to 
them, are furely preceded by a dead calm. 

G. A. B, 

F 4 LET- 
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-LETTER LXXXI. 

Sept. 20, 17— 

1 N O W imagined my perfoil to be fecure, ^nd 
that all my affairs were fettled, except that of my 
obdurate female creditor ; and even her I had 
now no apprehenfions from, as I concluded fhe 
would take the yearly fum fhe had agreed to do, 
rather than attempt breaking tlirough the laws 
of nations by attacking a perfon, who was ajftually 
the known domeftic of a foreign minifter : and as 
I was certain that I fhould be able to pay her tUe 
ftipulated fum, from the produce of my benefit, 
as it was not due till the April following, I fei 
my heart at reft upon that icore. I was likewife 
perfeftly happy, that, notwithftanding my fudden 
decampment in the middle of the * feafon, 1 had 
nothing to apprehend from' the lofs of the public 
favour ; as, the very morning the play I was to ap- 
pear in was advertifed, every place in the houfc 
was taken. ^ 

But, to my very great morrification, I found the 
tranquillity, which I had afliimcd, to be fallacious ; 
and the ferene profpeft, that feemed to prefeut it- 
felf, as unfubftantial as the bafclefs fabric of a 
dream. The houfe-keepcr who lived with me 

during 
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during my abode in Jermyn-ftreet, and in whoia 
I had wholly con6ded, had appropriated the money 
allowed for the expences of the houfe to her own 
ufe ; and, by bringing me in falfe voqchers, made 
me believe everything was paid for; by^which 
means I found myfelf two hundred pounds more 
in debt than I thought for. With the money 
thus fraudulently obtained, ftie had purchafed her- 
felf a hufband, whom fhe accompanied to Swit- 
zerland, his native country. 

This occafioned me many unwelcome vifitors, 
and obliged me to be troublefome once more to 
my good friend Mr. Hearne, who lent me thp 
ixioney, and I difch^rged ail their bills, I now 
concluded I was exonerated from all claims that 
could be m^e upon me, but I was ftill deceived* 
Upon the renewal of my letter of licence, I lud 
fcnt it to Mr. Deard, to whpm I owed about 
ieventeen pounds, for him to fign. I did this as 
a me^re matter of form ; for, as I liad expended 
Jarge fums with his father as well as himfelf, I 
liad no appreheniion^ about fuch a trifle. 

But, inftead of figning it, Mr. Deard fent me 
word be lyould caU Upon me. Tliis he did on 
the morning of the day I was once inore to ex- 
hibit itoyfetf to the public. He was informed 
that I 'was engaged, and could not fee him ; 
^But as Jac was very prefling, and bad forme rly 
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been very obliging in lending me diamonds, I 
naturally imagined his bufinefs was foniething of 
the fame purport. No words, however, can ex- 
prefs my fright and aftoniflimcnt, when he in- 
formed me, that he had a demand upon me for 
one hundred and odd pounds, for a pair of ear- 
rings he had lent me, and which he told me had 
been pledged "at Mr. VVatfon's, in Princes-ftreet, 
Leicefter-fields. 

Had the fnakey head of Med ufa been prefented 
to my view, I could not have been more petrified 
than I was at receiving this information. The 
pair of ear-rings had been lent me before I left 
London ^ and when I had no longer any occa- 
fion for them, I returned them by a perfon I 
thought 1 could entrufl ; but I now found fhe had 
been diftioneft enough to pawn them. Mr. Deard 
told me, that he was fenfible I knew nothing of 
the affair ; but tliat did not exonerate me from 
being accountable for them. Had I returned 
them myfelf, as I certainly ought to have done, it 
would have prevented this dHagreeable tranf- 
a6lk)n. 

What made this circumflance the more fingular 
was, that I had fent the letter of licence, when it 
was firft drawn, to Mr. Deard, and he had figned 
it for the fum before-mentioned; The unhappy 
wretch, who committed this breach of truft, was 

in 
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in pofleffion of a fortune at the time Ihc did it, 
and had paid the debt of nature only a few months 
before I was made acquainted with her diftionefty. 
She had before borrowed a watch of mine, fet 
with diamonds, which fhe had alfo pledged ; but, 
in compaflioh to her youth and family, I did not 
proceed to extremities. 

There vras no refource now left, but to pay the 
money. For this purppfe I fent once more to 
Mr. Hearne. That worthy man came immediate- 
ly, and fettled the affair ; but not without re- 
proaching Mr. Deard, in tlie fcvereft terms, for 
deferring to inform me of this untoward tranf- 
adtion till the day appointed for my appearance, 
which he well knew muft be a very improper 
time to difcompofe my mind. He told him, as 
my being in Scotland was no fecret, he ought to 
have wrote to me there, tliat I might have had the 
carlieft information poflible of an affair which fo 
nearly concerned me. As Mr. Hearne had 
formerly paid his father and him large fums of 
money upon my account, this reprehenfion came 
with double efficacy from his lips. 

Mr. Deard apologized for the omiffion, by al- 
ledging, that, as he knew me to be quite innocent 
of the affair, he feared the knowledge of it would 
have affefted me too much at fuch a diflance ; ' 
and, as he knew my principle, he had not enter - 

F 6 tained 
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tained the Icaft doubt of receiving the money upon 
my return to town. This unlucky accident dif- 
concerted me greatly ; but I was really angry at 
an offer of more diamonds, which he had brought 
with him, to decorate me. After what had paflcd, 
I rejefled them with fome afperity ; and I then 
formed a refolution of never borrowing any 
jewels in future but of Lady Tyrawfey, which I 
tronfidered ds my own ; her Ladylhip having frc- 
quently declared, that ihe had willed all thofe ihe 
podefled to me, upon her dbmife. 

The apprehenlions, naturally attendant on a 
firft appearance, can be judged of only by a per- 
former. And this is greatly heightened, whece 
there is an anxiety to preferve reputation in a pro^ 
fefGon which lias been very hardly acquired!. The 
ill-judged vifit of Mr. Deard made no inconfider- 
able addition to the perturbations I experienced 
upon this oGcaflon. They were, however, foon 
removed by the inceflant plaudits I received from 
every jpatt of the houfe. But, encouraging as 
thefe were, they did not gratify my feelings fo 
much as the fplendid appearance of moft of my 
forrtVer patroi^ffcs. Among 'Theni 1 faw^tvith 
pleafure, all th^e Jadres belonging to the faaioHy of 
the gentleman that bad procured tny engagement. 

The managers, encouraged by tlie reiterated 
marfes of approbation which were beftowcd lipon 

mc 
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me at the concluiion of the piece, very tnjudicioufy ' 
gave it out for the next evenings They did not 
cpufider that thk was an opera night, and confe- 
qaentiy fo great a Ihow of beauty was not to be 
expected to grace the boxes* Befides, the author 
being now dead, as wellv as mofl of his friends 
and fupporters, and the diftrefs being fo very 
deep that few perfons could ftand the effe£ts of it^^ 
the piece was not at this time held in fb high 
eftimation as it once was. It confe^quently did 
net fticceed the fecond night, though played after 
itk the courfe of the winter. 

fiitt I mtift ohlerve, that the managers have it 
i^Ways in their power to -deprefe a performer, even 
if polielled of inuch greater merit than ever I could 
boaft ; and I am wellperfuaded, that, if thegreateft 
a£tor that ever was, and, in my humble opinion, 
;cver will be, had not had the management of him/elf ^ 
t^ choice of his charaders, and the timing of 
thie fepr^mations, he would nnjit have retained 
the eftimation he fo juflly deferved, and carried 
with him to the grave. The truth of the fore- 
going affertion will be more fully proved, by his 
trbatment of the two iirft female performers that 
ever trod the ^ge, the defervedly cekbftted Gibber 
and Clive. 

The following incident, trifling as it may fip- 
pear, contributed in no fmall degree towards Mr. 

Garrick^s 
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Garrick's prejudice againft the latter of thefc two 
aftreflcs ; and affords a proof that the leaft re- 
fieftion on his judgmeiit, relative to any part of 
tlie tlieatiic line, was fure to procure for the of- 
fender his lafting enmity. When " Barbaroffa'* 
was firft brought out, his drefs was fo very Angu- 
lar, that Mrs. Clive could not help exclaiming, 
the moment Ihe faw him enter the Green-room, 

My God ! what is this ? 1 declare, it is the 

royal lamplighter !" 

So pointed an impromptu occaiioned a laugh, 
particularly from myfelf ; and the lady loft, by 
this itroke of humour, the regard of the manager, 
who would faclifice every thing to his vanity. 
And, notwithftanding Mrs. Clive's merit as an 
aftrefs was fo diftinguiflied, he ever after feized 
every opportunity to leflen and mortify her. 

Mifs Elliot, a very beautiful young woman, and 
who had great talents, had got poffeifion of all my 
parts in comedy, except Lady Townley. Juliet, 
and two or three others, were reftored me by Mifs 
Macklin ; but 1 had not much employment at 
the theatre. This, however, did not give me fo 
great concern as it would have done formerly ; 
for my attendance at his Excellency Comte Haf- 
lang*s engrofled every day a confiderable part of 
my time. 

Mr. 
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[r. Beard informed me, one evening, that 
oriolanus" was commanded for the following 
irfday. I immediately pointed out to him, 
impra£licability of my recovering fuch a part 
/'erturia in a day. He anfwered me very fhort, 

I muft pofitively play it, as I had been f^r- 
\ly named', and, confequently, it muft be. So 
ering a diftinftion could not fail of affording 
the greateft pleafure, and exciting my utmoft 
ilation. But the very anxiety which urged me 
xcel^ made me the more imperfeft ; and I had 
mortification to feel, that I never played fo ill 
ly life. This failure was greatly exaggerated, 
wing contrafted with the fuccefs I had ufually 

with in tliis charafter. It had always been 
!med one of thofe in which I moft Ihonc. 
;ed, to fpeak the truth, I verily believe, that 
)erformer, entitled to the leaft merit, could fo 
pletely have maiiacred a Roman matron, as I 
>rtunately did that night, 
[y fecond mortification was relative to Lady 
^nley. As I had always gained great reputa- 

in tliat charafter, had it been properly an- 
ced^ there was every reafon to conclude that the 
ence would have been brilliant ; but beirtg only 
lituted in tlic place of an opera, upon the in- 
ofition of a finging performer, it was confe^^ 
itly reprefented to a very indifferent houfe. 
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Mr. Woodward had at tliis period diflblved the 
partiierfhip, which he had very injudicioufly en- 
tered into with Barry. This gentleman, ais I 
have already obferved, had accumulated, by his 
uiKommon talents, and his oeconomy, the fum 
of eleven thoufand pounds. Upon his having 
ibme difpute with the great Rofcius, who, it is 
well known, could bear no brother near the 
throne, he went to Ireland, as before related ; 
where, after four years labour and vexation, he 
found himielf firipped of every guinea he had 
been poflefled of, befides being involved in the 
joint debts. He had therefore commenced a fuit 
in Chancery againft his late partner, and re- 
turned to England. 

The fubfequent winter he engaged at Covent- 
Gardea, where his fuccefs was attended with 
grealt advantage to the proprietors. This excel- 
lent zStOT was known in thjc theatre to have for- 
merly been my profeffed admirer. The atten- 
tion he now teemed to pay me was therefore 
immediately fet down to the fame account. Mi& 
Elliot's ill health obliging her often to decline 
playing, all the charaders I had once poiTei&d 
BOW reverted to their owner j which occafioned 
•Mr. Woodward and myfelf to appear generally 
in the fame pieces. 

Unfortunately for m^, a difs^reement fubfided 
.between him and the muntLgtt^ iWxougJi they. 
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Katd formerly lived*in the ftrifteft intimacy. . Mr* 
Woodward's feeming partiality towards me con- 
feqtrently involved me in Mr. Beard's difplcafure* 
Another cirtumftance tended to augment thit 
unmerited impreffion : The manager had lately 
married Mr. Rich's daughter, with whom, as I 
have informed you, I w^s fome years back fo in- 
timate. This lady, however, having indifcreetly 
repeated fome conyerfation which pafled at Mr. 
Calcraft's table, he defired I would decline re- 
ceivirtg her vifits. A great coolnefs was the re^ 
fuir, and we never after were upon friendly terms. 
I dart account no other \yay for this alteration in 
the behaviour of the manager, which had always 
been cordial till that event took place. 

Sir George -Metham at length came to town j 
and, foon after his arrival, he defired I wt)uid in- 
vite Mr. Alderman Cracroft and Mr. Forrcft to 
dinner^ in order to fettle die preliminary fteps to- 
wards the difpofal of the eftate he propofed to fell. 
He, upon this occafion, repeated the promife he 
had made me, when at Cave, of difcharging all 
my debts as foon as he received the purchafe 
money. But ill fortune was ftill to purfue me, 
Mr. Cracroft was not able, among all his con- 
neftions, to get any one to purchafe the eftate at 
the price fet upon it. The hopes I had indulged, 
and with fo good a pro^eft of their completion, 

were 
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were confequently fruftrated ; for a coolncfs foon 
after took place, which obliterated all thefe pro- 
feflions ; and the money I expefted went to pur- 
chafe an annuity for a lady he afterwards formed 
a conne£tion with. 

When my benefit came to be fixed, the manager 
and myfelf had fome words relative to Mifs 
Wordley's performing on the occafion. That 
young lady wiflied to try her fortune upon tlie 
London ftagc. I defired much to indulge her, as 
I was at this time fo attache4 to her, that I feared 
ihe would be obliged to enter into fome country 
company, or go to Ireland, if (he could not get 
an engagement in town. The play performed on 
my night, was " Romeo and Juliet;'' and the af- 
ter-piece was, ** Mifs in her 1 eens ;" in which Hie 
was to make her cntre in Tag. 

I fucceeded in carrying my point as to the in- 
troduftion of my friend, and the receipt was the 
grcateft that had ever been known. M^ great 
gold tickets, however, failed ; for I received but 
one hundred from Lord Holdernefs ; fifty a-piece 
from General Monkton, Lord Granby, and Lord 
Pigot ; and one fifty in a blank cover, which I 
have often fufpcfted came from Mr. Woodward. 

^^'^r:;:'^'^^ g. a. b. 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

Sept. 30, 17— 

X H E day after, Sir George Mediam fcnt to 
inform me that my fon was much indifpofed, and 
requefled me to come to Palace-yard. Having 
a vilitant with me, that was juft come from Scot- 
land, I could not obey the funamons till after 
dinner. 1 then went, with a promife of return- 
ing as foon as poilible ; having been informed, by 
the feFvant who brought the meilage, that my 
dear George had only a flight cold. 

When I arrived, I found Mr. Macklin ttte'a-tite 
witli Sir George ; who hatt informed the baronet 
that I was going to be married to Mr, Woodward. 
The abfurdity of fuch a report could only be 
laughed at, on its being mentioned to me ; and 
aufwered with, <♦ Yes, to be fure !" After the 
veteran was departed, Sir George prefled me much 
to {lay the evening. I told him 1 could not pof- 
fibly comply with his requeft, as 1 had left com«* 
pany at home, to whom I had promifed, and 
good, manners obliged me to return. Notwith* 
^ {landing this, forgetting his ufual politenefs, he 
entreated me again to {lay ; and, in fpite of ail 
his ufual non-chalence, I verily believe, had I 

been 
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been ctaccord^ he \vould not now have been a rigid 
obferver of thofe folemn oaths which had given 
him fo much pain at Cave. 

Upon my Hill perflfting in going, he hinted at 
the report relative to Mr. Woodward, which, I 
own, difpieafed me much ; for it could not really, 
be fuppofcd, that a perfon of that gentleman's 
age and prudence, efpecially as he had loft a for- 
tune, and was endeavouring to fave another, 
would marry a woman, even if fhe were inclina- 
ble, who was fo much irfvalved as myfelf, and ' 
was not the beft ceconomift in the. woiid. Whe* 
ther Sir George affefled to believe; tlie report, in 
order to ferye as a plea for his not fulfilling the 
repeated promifes he had made me, or whether 
he was really jealous, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine; but fuch a coolnefs immediately toolc 
place, that I never faw liim from tliis time till 
within thefe laft feven years^ when be called upon 
me to render me fome ailiftance. 

I have often regretted, that a tmn and woman 
cannot live in that ui^impaflioned ,fTiend(hlp with 
each other, which fubfifts between two perfons of 
the famfi fex^ widiout being fufpeded by the world 
cf a connefUon of a morq tender nature, and ac* 
cjuiring cenfure thereby. I fcarcely ever knew 
an inftance, except in the intimacy between the 
amkble Jemmy Moor, whofe. untimely fate I have 
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-recorded, and myfelfy which lafted unchangeable, 
and vnreproached^ till death fevered the band of 
iriendfhip which united us. 

I hope mj fex will excufe the declaration, but 1 
freely acknowledge, that I generally prefer the 
convcrfation of the men to that of females. The 
topics of the latter ufually turn upon fafhions or 
fcandal, both of which I am now a ftranger to. 
Scandal in particular I have always held in the^ 
higheft deteflation, and I have nude it the fubjeft 
of my reprehenfion in one of my preceding let- 
ters. Though I am now confined to a plain coif, 
I (hall ever retain the fame contempt for that 
hypocrify, which this part of the female attire too 
often covers. . On the contrary, 1 have every 
reafon to admire fincerity ; for, by walking band 
in hand with that celeftial vifitor, it has procured 
for me the friendfhip of many perfons of the beft 
underftanding, as well as the beft hearts. 

As I fhall hav€ occafion to mentioo^ Mr. 
Woodward frequently in my fubfequent letters, 
I fhall endeavour to draw a portrait of him in 
frivate life. His merit as an aftor was fo uni- 
verfaHy known, and jiiftly admired, s^^o render 
all eulogiums on that head unnecefl^ry. He was 
educated at Merchant-Taylors-fcho6l, where he 
foon attraftcd the notice of the mailers, by the 
tapid ^progrefs he made in 'his ftudies. I have 

often 
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often heard Sir George Hay, as well a« Dr. Town- 
ley, the late Mafter, fay, jthat^e excited the fur- 
prize of every one, for lie feemed to learn by in- 
tuition. 

He early fhewed an attachment to the ftage ; 
and his father meeting with misfortunes, he was 
induced to try the advantage of the talents, with 
which nature had endowed him, in the tlieatrical 
line, in preference to the churqh, for which he 
was intended. As his figure was elegant, it pro- 
cured him the admiration of fome of the gay 
frail ones, which occafioned him to fpend feveral 
years in diflipation. This was the inore extra- 
ordinary, as he was naturally of a grave turn of 
mind. He was, indeed, fo much fo, that to thofe 
who were not intimate with him, it had the ap- 
pearance of ill-natured aufterity. 

I have already informed you, tliat he had a 
ftrong underftanding, improved by cultivation. 
His knowledge was extenl^vc, without any alloy 
of pedantiy , but he never made an oftentatious 
difplay of it. He was a moft entertaining com- 
panion when he approved of his company, but 
referved in the extreme when he did not. He 
.well knew the value of money ; bvit few were 
more ready, when a proper occafion offered, to do 
a generous aft ion. He was the moft principled 
man I ever was acquainted with ; and he gave me 
Jthe following proof of his being fo. Mr. 
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Mr, Lewis one day reproached him, at the 

. theatre, with his appearing at rehearfal in a coat a 

little out at the elbows. This he imputed to 

pride, as he faid he would not have done fo but 

from a confcioufnefs of his opulence. When 

''1' Mr. Woodward repeated the circumftance to me, 

. I I enquired why he gave Mr. Lewis occafion for 

I fuch a remark, by appearing in fo worn a coat? 

i To which he very ferioufly ViXxA Jignijicantly re- 
rv* w! 
I plied, '' Madam, / cannot afford to run in debt.** 

I cannot fay but I felt very forcibly the juftice of 
this reproach ; and as perfons are generally dif- 
pleafed when they feel themfelvesy^w^g- by a frank 
remembrancer, I was not in good humour, for 
fome time, with my monitor. ' 

Whilft he was under age, he entered into an 
engagement to pay his father's debts j but not- 
withftanding he might have availed himfelf of that 
circumftance, he difcharged the whole of them 
with great honour. He fet his brother up in 
bufinefs^ twice ; and was' one of the beft of fons 
to his mother, with whom he refided till his un- 
fortunate Irifh expedition. — I have thus given you 
the outlines of his charafter. To enumerate his 
virtues, and to place them in the confpicuous light 
tliey merit, lies not within the reach of my feeble 
pen. 

Let 
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Let me add, that I am of opinion his gravity, 
which was frequently mifconftrued into pride, was 
occafioned by a bodily complaint he laboured un- 
der more than twenty years, and which was the 
caufe of his death. I have been credibly in- 
formed, that, had not a blameable delicacy pre- 
vented him from making Mr. Bromfield (a gen* 
tleman of whofe chirurgical abilities he had the 
higheft opinion) acquainted with his diforder, 
there would have been the greateft probability of 
his being reftored to health, and he might have 
enjoyed an equal longevity with his coatempora- 
ties, Macklin and Yates. 

I have been led on to introduce the death of 
this great" aftdr, and upright man, long before I 
ought to have done it ; but the fubjeft of bis life 
was fo interefting to me, that I could not break 
off whilft any thing remained to be faid of it I 
hope it will not prove unacceptable to thofe who 
admired his theatrical talents, to find that his me- 
mory has likewife a claim to veneration upon ac- 
count of his private virtues. I may, indeed, moft 
truly fay with Hamlet, ** Take him for all in all," 
combining jail his claims to refpeft, " we Ihall 
** not look upon his like again." 

As I know you participate in every circum- 

ftance that concerns me, I am perfuaded* you will 

read with pleafure this juft, bat inadequate tribute 

4 to 
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to the warthieft of men, yvjio was at once, '' my 
** patron, father, yr/V«^"' Sufpicious minds may 
perhaps annex another term to thefe ; to fiich I 
fhall only fay, that, had I been at that time in- 
cHned to enter into a tender connexion, 1 had 
many foHcitations from tliofe who would have 
fupported me in a very high line. People judge 
in general from appearances ; andifthofe con- 
cerned . do not tliink it worth while to explain 
thefe appearances, they always receive an unfa- 
vourable interpretation. Any further explanation 
of the nature of the union which afterwards took 
place between this gentleman and myfclf will be 
unneceflary, as it might be colleftcd from many 
paflages in the preceding part of this letter. 

At the conclufion of the feafon, 1 had permiffion, 
from his excellency Comtc Haflang, to make a 
tour to the continent. His former houfe -keeper, 
who was now become Lady Earaniou nt, had a 
houfe at Paddington, which induced his Lord- 
fhip to prefer dining at the club; a :d, m the 
evening, to join his intlme^ Lord Falmouth, at 
Vauxhall, where the arauferaent of thefe two no- 
blemen confifted in entertaining ladies of a parti- 
cular denomination. ... 

Nothing happened during this excurfion worth 

relating. Upon my return, my mother's liouf^ 

being lelt to a family of the firft quality, 1 took 
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apartments in Rider^flteetv St. James's ; and as I 
was now at: liberty to have Mifs Wordlejr with 
m£, I iseqneiied her company. I have already, £ 
think, infornied you^ ^at this young woman, 
before (he wa«^ ftagc-ftruck, lived in the E)arl of 
Powys's houfe, and was educated by her father, 
who was a profound fcholar and divine, and en* 
dowed with a found underftanding. 

As liiis daughter feemed to be the only one out 
of three that had the happinefs of enjoying the 
gifts of nature in a fimiiar manner with himfelf, 
Mr- Wordley had taken uncommon pains^ to cul- 
tivate the feeds fo vifible in her infant mind; 
and the culture was not beftowed in vain. She 
joined to a brilUant wit, the greatefl humanity 
and the beft of hearts* This naturally endear- 
ed her to me ; and though by reafon of her 
marriage, and her being the celebrated Quaker 
preacher, I am now deprived of her company, 
yet I am happy, when fHe calls upon me, to 
fee that fhe retains her ufual chearfiilnefs ; and 
I omnot help regretting thofe days of entertain- 
ment and innocent mirth, we have fo often en- 
joyed together, t:-'-*- 

About this period an application was made to 
me by Mr. Woodifield, to pay a confiderable fum 
for fome red champaign, which, by Mn Calcraft's 
defircy I bad ordered from him to fend' to Lord 

Granby 
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Granby in Germany ; and I had anbthcr dcriiandf 
horn Finmorfe^ of the Star aftd Garter taverh, far 
claret, for which I had likcwife indifcreetly wrote 
pm order for Calcraft, when I refided in Parliament- 
Iftreet. As I could not think myfelf liable to thefe 
demands, I took no manhier of nbtice of theni ; 
|t^ cOi^equeoce of which was, that they both 
Commenced a&ions agaiiift me. 
[ AceotdiAgly, as I was preparing one night for 
rthef opeta, I was honoured with a vifit from two 
of the catthpole ftaternity, who told me I mull 
kak^ thie air with th^m, before I indulged my eats. 
phe debt I had cohtrafted of Woodifietd, on 

Ed Granb/s accouriti I could by no means 11- 
E:e. His Lordfhip' was abroad, and I was too 
:h iddebted to his generofity to think of writ- 
g to him upbn fi!ich a fubjeft* 
When I ai'rivcd at the oflJcer's houfb, the mail 
ing me better dreflcd than his vifitbrs ufualiy 
re, and recollefting my voice, he tbbk my word 
r my fettling Mr. Woodifield's aftion the next 
y ; and giving bail for the other, which I was 
etermined to conteft, in order atoriceto expoib'' 
r. Calcraft, and try the validity of rty protec- 
n. For though I did not lodgfe iii the Ambaf- 
or*s houfe, I was aAually his houfe-keeper, 
nd remained upon the lift till the Comte's death, 
■nt lonly availed myfelf of his proteftion once. 
' G 2 \Vl\\\& 
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Whilft this affair was in agitation, I fent for Mr, 
Willis, Mr. Calcraft's ' clerk, to whom I remon- 
ftrated upon this frelh inftancc of his mailer's ill 
treatment, but could obtain no redrcfs. My let-]-, 
ter to Mr. Calcraft will, however, elucidate thcfc 
mean and ungentleman-like tranfa£lions. 

.1 was obliged, by this unexpected event, to^ 
l^dve recourie, once more, to the friendfhip ofi 
Mr. Hearne, who immediately affifted me. Thisil 
laft fum, accumulated that gentleman's debt to 
fix hundred and forty pounds ; for, befides Ac 
different funpis I had borrowed of him, he had re- 
dpemed fome valuables which I had left with Mr. 
MacleWain, of Dublin, in order to difcharge every 
dbmand upon me when laft I was in that kingdom. 

( Among thefe things was a gold enamelled fnuff- q 
box, a gift of the beautiful Countefs of Kildare 
(fince Duchefs of Leinfter), and as fuch was ef- 
teemed invaluable by me. This, I own, was 
I he only piece of elegance I ever feverely regret- - 
ted part} ng witli ; ' Qor (hould I ever have parted • 
with it, had there not been almoft a certainty of '' 
my having fo valuable a mark of her Ladyfhip's 
partiality reftored to me. This depoiit, together 
with three or four dividends, and fome tickets at 
my benefit, are all I have been able to pay of tliii 
large debt ; and inexprefTibly happy fhall I be, if 
* ever it is in my power lo difchargd- it. In the 

mean 
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nean time, 1 fliall retain the moft lively gratitude 
"or fuch frequent interpofitions in my favour. 

The being too fanguine in ray hopes has led 
me into many difficulties ; but the indulgence of 
thefe eJcpeAations originated from my having 
been fo fupremely fortunate as to meet with fuch 
fingular friends as the Mifs Merediths, Mifs St. 
Leger,^ Mifs Conway, Lady Tyrawley, and Mrs. 
Cracroft, as well as Mr. Woodward, whofe for- 
mer paffion was now mellowed into friendfhip. 
I have, howeveir, had the mortification to outlives* 
them alt. 

Female friend (hip never becomes tht fubjeft 
of my pen, or of my converfation ; but that moft 
beautiful defcription given of it. by Shakfpere, in 
his ** Midfummer-Night's Dream*,** immedi- 
ately occurs to my memory, and raifes in my 
mind the moft pleafing fenfations.-— As it is not 
inapplicable here, the mutual affeAion which fub« 
fifted between the foregoing ladies and^mi^felf 
bting of the pureft and moft exalted kind, I will 
tranfcribe (qr you the lines : 

•* Is all the counfel that we two have fhar'd, 

** The lifter vows, the hours that we have fpent, 

** When we have chid the hafty-footcd time 

•^ For parting us : Oh I aad is all forgot ? 

**^ All fchool-days friend (hip,, childhood innoceace ? 

* Aa III. Scene VII. 
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•* We, Hermia, like two artificial gois^ 

V preated with our needles both one flower, 

•* Both on one {ampler, fitting on one cufliion, 

*' Both warbling of one fong, both in one key 5 m 

*• As if our hands, our fxdes, voices, and minds, j 

** If ad been incorporate. So we grew together, | 

•* Like to a double cherry, fceining parted, ^ 

** But yet an union in partition j 

•• Two lovely berries moulded on one flera, 

** So with two fecming bodies, but one heart ; 

•? Two of the Hrfl, like coats in heraldry, 

*♦ Due but to one, and crowned with ©ne creft." 

G, A. B. 
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Prober ?, ^7— 

^«^T jtixis period Mrs. Cracroft died, v^hicKgave 
me real pain, as we were for ye^s in the ftri^eft 
friendfliip* This e^ cell^]it woman was greatly re- 
gretted by all who were acquainted with her emi- 
nent virtues. She poflefled the mpft exchanting 
placiditj qjf diipofitioii, joined to tlje inpft liberal 
fen^imcnts ; and notwithfianding fhe was a mi- 
racle of ciiaflity herfclf, ihc felt compailion for the 
frailties of h.er fex. Nor . did fhe think herfelf 
Contaminated by an intimacy with a much-injured 

woman, 
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woman^ that fhe knew had 'been' gro&ljr i^ofed 
;v:^n, and aiofft wickedly tra4u€ad. 

permit me juft to fay, upoavUits occa£6n (for, 
if I rccoUeft aright, I have touched ^^n tlie fub* 
JGiSt in a ibcmcr letter), I have silways dbferved, 
tha.t Ae r^alfy virtvtou^ of our fedc ew«r view with 
compaiSon the .errors of thjofe «wbd havte been 
feduced by the artifioes of 4^Si&sdngimcin ; asxfl, 
thoi;^ totally ,unacqu9inted ^biemfelv^s m'M\ the 
frailties of human natui^, in this point, can be- 
flow a tear of pity on the martyrx^f aa isnguardied 
moment*^ — Chaftity is undoubtedly the brighteft 
pjrnanaent tb^ adorns the female mind* I agree 
wilh sPiona, when Qie f^s, 

* * My chB&kyh the jewel of our houfe, 
** bequeathed down from many aricetors ; 
•* Which were the greatefl obloquy i'th* world 
** In me tojofe*." 

But I can by no ineans allow, as the cenfbrious 
part of the fex feem to confider it, that this virtue 
is the only needful one ; and when a perfon has 
been unhappily deprived of it, though by the moft 
iedudive arts, every otlier good qualification tsdces 
its flight with it. 

Lady Tyrawlcy's health viCHy declining, I 
became very appreheufive that her lofs would food 
fucceed that of my much regretted friend juft 

« AlPs well that tiids wdV Aa IV. Scene H. 

G 4 me^tiooed. 
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mcmioned. Few erenings paflcd, without my 
receiving a fummons to Somerfef-houfe. Her 
I>adyfhip, however, remained in this fitixatioii for 
three or fotir years. 

As foon as the theatre fhut up, I agaSir vifited 
the continent. I had there the picafure of hear- 
ing, that Madam Brilliant, the Frepch aflrefs I 
have frequently mtntioned, had retired from the 
gay fcene of life Ihe had been fo long engaged in, 
to the glo«m of a convent. Though ftill efieemed 
m her theatrical profeflion, and with an: cxteniive 
train of admirers, among whom was one of the 
lirfl Dukes in that kingdom, (he refifted alf their 
folicitations ; and, notwithflanding fhe had been 
fo unfortunate as to lofe her reputation, fh« had 
tire refolution to prefer fefting, and a breviary, to 
all the elegance and fplendor of Paris. This,- *ifi 
my idea, is real virtue ; efpecially as (he had for- 
feited the opitiion of the world. But (he i« am- 
ply repaid for every worldly fefs^ by that happy 
..tranquillity (he now, if (he fl:ill be living, enjoys. 

My going abroad this year was occa(ioned by 
the following circuraftance* One of my creditors 
promifed that he would fign my letter of licence, 
jf ,1 would pay hitn thirty guineas, and he gave 
me aflTurance in writing of his doing fo ; notwkh- 
.ilanding which^ the very evening of the day I had 
J aid the money on, he ferveii me with a copy of a 

writ 
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writ for t^e remainder. Exafperated at fiich un- 
generous treatment, I gave bail, and determined 
to ftand trial. Upon this occafion Mr. Wood- 
ward recommended Mr. Zachary Stephens^ foU- 
citor in Chancery-lane, to me, to carry on the fuiti 
He undertook the caufe, but through fome negle£^ 
fas the officer declared, either of his not being 
ferved witli a proper notice, gr his not ferving 
one), judgment wasfufFered to goagainft me, by 
what is termed default. 

Diftraftedat the fuppofition of my bail's fuffcring 
upon my account, and apprehenfive for my own 
liberty, I went, in order to accept tlie offered 
friehdfliip of Mrs. Collier, who had fettled in 
France, to avoid the perfecution and extravagance 
of one of the w^orft of hufbands. That lady im^- 
mediately lent me the fum I required, and toolf 
my 'note payable in a year. At her howfe I rcr 
newed my former acquaintance witli the beautiful 

Mrs. A , who was fent abroad upon account 

of her having formed an imprudent partiality for 
a celebrated finger. I fhould not have mentioned 
tliis circumftance, but as it led to a very difagree- 
able one many years after. 

Indeed, my life has been produftive of fo many I 
untoward and aimoft incredible events, t^iat, ,. 
Were there not many perfo'ns ftill living who can 
bear witnefc to the authenticity of them, I flfeiould 
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be afliamcd to relate them ; as they mwft appear 
rather the memoirs of z female Crufoe, than a re- 
lation of fafts. Such, however^, fhquld curipfity 
lead to enquiries, they wHl be found to be. 

Upon my return to London, I was informed 
thatMifs Wilfbrd, acoufih of MrSt Ricl^'s, wa^ 
to debute in ^ftifania. This, added to the altera- 
tion in my circumftances, caufcd a gre^t alteration 
*in Mrs. Rich's deportment to me. *• There was 
a time,'' as Shore fays*, ** whei) my approach 
** would make a little holiday ; and every fape was 
t\ drefled in fmiles to fee me." But as that lady's 
regards were only (hewn to thofe who bal]c in.fun- 
fhine, and not to poor beings enveloped in ^ clou4 
of dilitefs, I was no longer a f^vqurite with her. 

I* could' not, r acknowledge, claim ^ right to 
objeft to the lady's having a trial -part ; but, coi>r 
fadeting the terms I had formerly been upon witji 
the family, I imagined I had at Icaft a right to be 
confulted on the propriety of her appearance. 
At this \ me I had no acquaintance with any pjF 
them, except the late Mrs. Valquer, Mr. Rich'f, 
youngeft daughter. This lady poijcfled mai|y 
fhining qualities. To unaffefted marmers, was 
added a goodnefs of heart wlxich was vifible in all 
her words and aftions. I confcquently did iipt 
chufe to give her pain, by making her acqus^int- 

, , . ^ ■ ■ . ' . • * 
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ed with the alteration which bad taken pkce in 
her ftep-dame*s bchavioiH towards mt. 

AboHt this time Mr. Kelly's *< Thefpis** was 
publilhed. He thet^in attributes rtiy not making 
the fame eclat in my profeffion I had formerly 
done, to the embarrafled ftate of my finances; 
but, to make antiends for this difagreeableobfcrva- 
rion, he pays a compliment to my feelings. I did 
not, however, efteem myfclf in tfee leaft obliged^ 
as I never wifli my left hand, upon fiich occafions^ 
to know what my right hand does. 

Juft before the theatre opened, a very unto* 
ward circumftance happened to me, which gave 
the proprietors an opportmrity, as they thought^ 
df degrading Aie moi^e in the eyes^ of tSie public 
than they had already endfeavouted to do ; and 
they did not fall to take advantage of it, as Uie en- 
fuing feafon was the laft of my article. I had 
paid Mrs* Ray, for that was the name of^ my in- 
exorable profecutrix, for two years, thte funit 
ftipulated ; for which I only took receipts as it 
was paid, not knowing there was any necefBty t6 
fee the four hundred pounds wrote off the obli- 
gation. 

As this vras the caft, I was'^fiirprifed to hear fhe 
had called very often at my lodgings. Comte 
Haflang belrtg iH of the gout, my whole time was 
fo tafaen up by my ' attendance upom him, that I 

G 6 was 
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was feldom at home till late ;, bywhich means Ihe 
was prevented from letting me know her bu&iefk 
She at laft left a note^ iuforming me^ that if I 
would infure my life, flic fhould be perfeftly eafy 
Vfith regard; to her debt. In order to get rid of 
fa difagreeable a viiitant, I fent her for anfweft 
that, if fhe would appoint a proper perfon to tranf- 
a£t theafFaic, I would comply with her requeft^ 
as I would by no means fee or ipeak wi^h her. 

The next day my valuable friend and patron 
the eldcft Mr.. Fox, who ftill flattered me with 
marks of his attention, had premifed to dine 
¥^ith me. Before liis arrival, Mrs. Rav, accom^ 
panied by a man, caizie ma. coach to the door^ 
Though. I could not imagine what could be her 
motive for requefting me to infure my life, as I 
was at tliat time in pesfeA health, yst I expe£le<i 
the perfoa fhe. fhould. fend widi impatience. Ac<- 
jcordingly I ordered the maa to be admitted.; 
but the lady was refufed, as I had given poiitive 
4rrder ihe^ fhould never, be fufFe^^ed. to, ervter my 
doors. 

. A man, who feemed to be an.Itaiiaa Jew, now 
made his appearance. As foon as he was feated, not 
having any doubt of the* nature ^f his buiinefs, 
lai(ked him what tlue infuranceof i^ny l|fe| fpr tlif 
remainitigfourhiuidred pounds due to Mrs..|lay;, 
would be? Ue appeared to be much furprifei 

at 
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at my queftion. Upon which! repeated it» When 
he informed me, ia broken Englifh, that I was 
miftaken m his buiinefs. He laid, the Tripoline 
Amba&dor, to whom he was interpreter, haying 
long admired me, and finding that I was indebted 
to the kdy in queftion, he had offered to pay her 
the fum that was due to her, as well as my other 
demands, couFd fhe introduce His Excellency to 
me. I now found that the propofal for tlie in- 
furance of my life was only made ufe of as intro- 
dtiftory to this plan. 

All the pallions tJi^at ever entered ii^to a female 
breaft immediately exert^ their whole dominioa 
over me. I was in ^i^nAant torn by rage, cQiir 
tempt, and offended pride» I know not whkb 
was mod predominant ;, thi^y each ruled by, turiis-; 
and, as I had never met with fagro& an infak 
before, the contending paflidns> deprived me of 
the power of utterance. I was almoft <:hQake4. 
As foon as I could a little recover myfelf, I pulled 
the beU ; and the fervant immediat0y anfwering 
it, I ordered him to fhew the fellow dow^ ftairs. 
The pandar, fearing from my manner, and the 
appearance of the footman^ that if he did not di- 
reftly comply, he would be in danger of being 
fliewn the ihortell way down, haftily rejoined his 
companion, and away they drove; and I fooa 
;^r j6ound„ to my. coft,, that, enraged, at my not 

falling 


&Ui(^ ^ pr^ey to her machinations, Mrs. Jijoy 
HKf^nt ftmit to her attouiey, and eruered up. tile 
jll4gip^tlt fox the fum of nine hundi^ed poiiiMlSy 
t^TQ of which coinfifted of debts that &^ had 
houg^ xxpJo accumuJate her own* 
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O&obcr 15, ij^ 

JnL 8 foon as Mr. Foir, and fomc other gueft, 
-"Who had dined wkh me, were departed, I pre- 
^arcrd to go. tx> lixsr Excdtency's to cards ; but, as I 
^p2i&d through Jermyn^-ftroet, P was^ overtaken by 
the wretch's brother,' whoj almofl: breathlefs with 
^running after tte, informed me that a man, who 
came up at the fame time, had an aftion againft 
*nc, at his fitter's fait. The fhock had fuch an 
^fFcftfupdn me, that I dropped down fpeechlefs in 
thc'ftteer. ' T^o fuch^nfults, fb^^tiickly fticceed- 
Jng dallJf' other, werenot to bie fupported Hkd 
«Ae latfcn cOnie fingly, I could have borne it with 
•Roman fortitude; but, united, they were too 
'fevere atrial. ' 

Hud'l been able to'preferve my reafori upon 
thJs-occafioh; and been acquainted with the laws, 
X might have preserved my liberty, at kaft for that 

, night; 
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pi^t ; for it feeii|$ tbie &Upws who antfted ipf 
b^ ii^ their grqat hurry, foigpt the wanaat ; wilh^ 
g^J: which, I fiod, the captioa is aot valid i biO^ 
dadng my imbocilhiy^ oq^ of tbeoji ran for \u 
You t^ from this ioi^ce, at onoe^ ho;i^ JQOcef^ 
fajy it is to preierve an equanimity of mind upon 
thefe trying occafioos ; and Ukewif{? how fQuch 
it behoves perfons, who are fb unfortunate a^ t9 be 
in debt» to inake th^mfelves apjuaintpd with, the 
powers of thofe who are employed in th^ e^^u* 
tion of the laws by unfeeling and rigorou$ credi- 
tors. I have ofteii lamented| that fimilar l^ws ip 
thofe of Scotliuid are not it> forcie here* The^ 
fpch as are fo unfortunate as to be con^i)^ fpT 
debt, upon delivering up their s^}^ are liberajt^ ifl 
il fliort time. By tjiisi me^n^ tbg prifon^ f^TQ/e^PJP:: 
ty, and the creditor receives atlca^ a part of hit 
debt ; which, other)yife, would probably, as is tQp 
often thi5 c^f^, be di<Epated dviripg cipnfip^fneAtr 
Lenityiis produftiye of; fenc>RS§ induftyy ; andi 
XQ thp. hojnour of the Spot^ IjfJ it igft^e^, tj)fij,pe^ 
|j|e^ as I had an c^portupity of oWcrving M^en 
^tnong tbeniy join th^ moft fcrupulous hqn^ily tp 
that good qualification. 

I was taken, during t^js flat^ of iqfjpnfihilitjfi 
^0 the officer's hpufp in Stai^ftpe-ftjroe^, (pljirr- 
market ; which happened to be tji^ fai^e "^iifiXH 
my brother Captain O'Hara, as 1 liave mentioned 
•3 in 
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in a former letter, was c 
before 1 came to myfelf J 
was fcnt for to bleed me, f 
life.^Happy would it I 
period, if thefe apprchenll 
For I might jnftly fay witB 
•' good angel opened tl T 
*' and let me fee my liS 
** when it beheld the woe( 
*' was to endure," 

The miftrefe of the hJ 
and feeing me drclfed an 
though plain, and having 1 
partiality for me, not only] 
ing an aftrefs, but as fifte| 
tain, \trho had fo often beenH 
more attention than perfoii; 
in fuch places. She fent fori 
prevented all noift and coA 
fbrfive days, during vthicln 
of filfcnt infanity. My n^aiK 
ligations flie thought 1 lay n^* 
fent to enquire after me, (^'' 
brought the meflages, wL 
the bar, and tratcd them w 
have ; and this made no iif 
to my expences. 
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in a former letter, was confined. It was fo long ' 
before I came to myfelf, that the furgeon, ^vho 
was fent for to bleed me, was apprehenfive for my 
life. — Happy would it have been, even at Xhh 
period, if thefe apprehenfions had been realized. 
For I might jisftly fay with Matilda, " Had fomc 
** good angel opened the Book of Providence, 
** and let me fee my life, my heart had burft'^ 
** when it beheld the woes, one by one, which 1 
** was to endure." 

The miftrefs of the houfe had fome feeling ; 
and feeing mc dreffed above the common line, 
though plain, and having befides conceived fomc 
partiality for me, not only on account of my be- 
ing ah aftrefs, but as fiftei' to her favourite cap- 
tain, A^ho had fo oflen been her lodger, fhe paid me 
more attention than perfons generally meet witli 
in fuch places. She fent for my* maid, and kindly 
prevented all hoife and confufion in the houfe, 
for five diiys, during \t^hich I remained in a ftate 
of filknt' infanity. ' My maid, to return the ob- 
ligfiitibns llie thought 1 lay under to all thofe v^ho 
fent to enquire after jne, took the fervafits that 
brought the meflages, which were not a few, to 
the bar, and treated them with what they would 
have ; and this made no inconfiderable addition 
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The fixtji iiiornirig of my refidence m this 
, place, the womati of the houfc came up to me, 
and told me that the writ was returnable the next 
day, and if I did not eat and drink, and get a 
habeas corpus^ I fliould be carried a corpfe to New- 
gate. The name of that dreadful place made me 
tremble; but, at the fame time, it roufed'me as 
if I had been eleftrified. I immediately reco- 
vered from my ftupidity, and alked her what waB 
to be done ? She informed me, that it would Be 
neceflary for me to employ an attorney to procure 
a habeas for me, and alfo to fend and engage a 
lodging within the rutes of the King's- Bencli*^ 
She added, that Yitr fon, who was an attorney, 
was below, and would be glad to ferve me. She 
concluded with telling me, that perfons in the law 
never advanced any money for their clients ; 
though indeed they did not expeft to have their 
bills fettled immediately, efpecially where it was 
fefe, as it muft be with a lady who had credit 
enough to owe one perfon twelve hundred pounds. 
I flartled at the mention of fo large a fum, and 
deiired her to explain herfelf; which fhe did by 
telling me, that was the debt for which the exe* 
cution was levied againll me. 

What was now to be done I fcarcely knew. I 
had but a few guineas about me. The Comte 
was too much indifpofed to inform him of my 

fituation ; 
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in a former letter, was confined. It was fo long 
before I came to myfelf, that the furgeon, ^vho 
was fent for to bleed me, was apprehenfive for my 
life, — Happy would it have been, even at xhh 
period, if thefe apprehenfions had been realized. 
For I might jisftly fay with Matilda, ** Had fomc 
** good angel opened the Book of Providence, 
** and let me fee my life, my heart had burft-^ 
** when it beheld the woes, one by one, which 1 
** was to endure." 

The miftrefs of the houfe had fome feeling ; 
and feeing me dreffed above the common line, 
though plain, and having befides conceived fomc 
partiality for me, not only on account of my be- 
ing an aftrefs, but as fillet to her favourite cap- 
tain. Who had fo often been her lodger, fhe paid me 
more attention than perfons generally meet with 
in fuch places. She fent for my maid, and kindly 
pirevented all tioife and confufion in the houfe, 
for five days, during \t^hich I remained in a ftate 
rf filknt infanity. ' My maid, to return the ob- 
ligaitibns Ihe thought 1 lay under to all thofe v^Iio 
fent to enquire after me, took the fervafits that 
brought the meflages, which were not a few, to 
the bar, and treated them with what they Would 
have ; and this made no inconfiderable addition 
to my expences. 
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The fixtji morniilg of my refidence in this 
place, the woman of the houfc came up to mc, 
and told me that the writ was returnable the next 
day, and if I did not eat and drink, and get a 
habeas corpus^ I fliould be carried a corpfe to New- 
gate. The name of that dreadful place made me 
tremble; but, at tlie fame time, it roufed'me as 
if I had been eleftrified. I immediately reco- 
vered from my ftupidity, and alked her what waB 
to be done ? She informed me, that it would Be 
neceflary for me to employ an attorney to procure 
a habeas for me, and alfo to fend and engage a 
lodging within the rules of the King's- Bencli*^ 
She added, that Yitt fon, who was an attorney, 
was below, and would be glad to ferve me. She 
concluded with telling me, that perfons in the law 
never advanced any money for their clients ; 
though indeed they did not expeft to have their 
bills fettled immediately, efpecially where it was 
fefe, as it muft be with a lady who had credit 
enough to owe one perfon twelve hundred pounds. 
I flartled at the mention of fo large a fum, and 
deiired her to explain herfelf; which fhe did by 
telling me, that was the debt for which the exe* 
cution was levied againll me. 

What was now to be done I fcarcely knew. I 
had but a few guineas about me. The Comte 
was too much indifpofed to inform him of my 
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in a former letter, was confined. It was fo long 
before I came to myfelf, that the furgeon, ^vho 
was fent for to bleed me, was apprehenfive for my 
life, — Happy would it have been, even at tbii 
period, if thefe apprehenfions had been realized. 
For I might juftly fay with Matilda, ** Had fomc 
** good angel opened the Book of Providence, 
** and let me fee my life, my heart had burft'^ 
** when it beheld the woes, one by one, which 1 
** was to endure." 

The miftrefs of the houfe had fome feeling ; 
and feeing me drefled above the common line, 
though plain, and having befides conceived fomc 
partiality for me, not only on account of my be- 
ing ati aftrefs, but as fiftei' to her favourite cap- 
tain, A^ho had fo often been her lodger, fhe paid me 
more attention than perfons generally meet witli 
in fuch places. She fent for niy maid, and kindly 
pirevented all hoift and confufion in the houfe, 
for five d^ys, during \frhich I remained in a ftate 
of filfcnt' infanity. ' My maid, to return the ob- 
ligfiitibns llie thought 1 lay under to all thofe v^ho 
fent to enquire after me, took the fervafits that 
brought the meflages, which were not a few, to 
the bar, and treated them with what they Would 
have ; and this made no inconfiderable addition 
to my expences. 

.'-.:- ■ ■ • ■ . ■■■ • • • ■ . 

The 
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The fixtji morniilg of my refideiice in this 
place, the Woman of the houfc came up to me, 
and told me that the writ was returnable the next 
day, and if I did not eat and drink, and get a 
habeas corpus^ I fliould be carried a corpfe to New- 
gate. The name of that dreadful place made me 
I tremble; but, at tlie fame time, it roufed'me as 
if I had been eleftrified. I immediately reco- 
I' vered from my ftupidity, and alked her what waB 
to be done ? She informed me, that it would Be 
neceflary for me to employ an attorney to procure 
I a habeas for me, and alfo to fend and engage a 
lodging within the rufes of the King's- Bench*^^ 
She added, that heir fon, who was an attorney, 
was below, and would be glad to ferve me. She 
concluded with telling me, that perfons in the law 
never advanced any money for their clients ; 
though indeed they did not expeft to have their 
bills fettled immediately, efpecially where it was 
fafe, as it muft ht with a lady who had credit 
enough to owe one perfon twelve hundred pounds. 
I flartled at the mention of fo large a fum, and 
deiired her to explain herfelf; which fhe did by 
telling me, that was the debt for which the exe* 
cution was levied againll me. 

What was now to be done I fcarcely knew. I 
had but a few guineas about me. The Comte 
was too much indifpofed to inform him of my 

fituation ; 
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and told me that the writ was returnable the next 
day, and if I did not eat and drink, and get a 
habeas corpus ^ I fliould be carried a corpfe to New- 
gate. The name of that dreadful place made me 
tremble; but, at the fame time, it roufed'me as 
if I had been eleftrified. I immediately reco- 
vered from my ftupidity, and alked her what was 
to be done ? She informed me, that it would Be 
neceflary for me to employ an attorney to procure 
a habeas for me, and alfo to fend and engage a 
lodging within the rufes of the King's- Bencli# 
She added, that heir fon, who was an attorney, 
was below, and would be glad to ferve me. She 
concluded with telling me, that perfons in the law 
never advanced any money for their clients ; 
though indeed they did not expeft to have their 
bills fettled immediately, efpecially where it was 
fafe, as it muft be with a lady who had credit 
csnough to owe one perfon twelve hundred pounds. 
I flartled at the mention of fo large a fum, and 
defined her to explain herfelf; which fhe did by 
telling me, that was the debt for which the exe* 
cution was levied againll me. 

What was now to be done I fcarcely knew. I 
had but a few guineas about me. The Comte 
was too much indifpofed to inform him of my 
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ixtuation; and as my J3iaid» upon her firft being 
made acquainted with ij, had fept wojd to his ex- 
cellency that I had had a fall, which prjpviented me 
from attending his lordfhip, I knew not how to 

^ contradia her meflagc. Mr. Woodwardi as wcB 
as every other perfon I could hope for affiftapqe 
from, were out of town. I was infprmed tlt^t 
the habeas would not be more th^ five or £x 
pounds ; but that the expence of the rules would 
be confiderable, cxclufive of n>y finding proper 
fureties. 

I now begajl to confider whom I could fen4 to 
upon this enaergency. I had )&nown Mrs^ St^ie, 
when her hulband k$pt s^i ipn at Stiltpn. Tb«f 
had fince removed to the Bedford Ar^s in Cq* 

' vent-Garden* Having cpnpeived a very ftrong 
attachment for her, from frequently c^ling at 
their houfe a^ Stilton^ I had promifed po ftand 
fponfor to the child ihe w^ pregnant withy upon 

. my return from the north. I had not only per- 
formed this promife, but had been called upon to 
appear upon the feme occafion to two others. 

Upon the llrength of this acquaintance, I im- 
mediately applied to her for twelve guineas. J. 
thought that fum, with what I bad, WQuld be fuf* 

ificient to pay the whole of my cxp^nces here ; but, 
to my uiconceivable furprife, they amounted to as 
much again ; fo that I paid very handfomely fcr 

the 
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the civility the miftrefs of the honfe had Ihewa 
me, in keeping it quiet. 

Mrs. Stacie came immediately on my fending 
to her, and coald not refrain from tears, at feeing 
me in fuch an unexpefted fituadon. Her 6%f-^ 
band had given her a bill for twenty pounds, 
which flxe let me ' have ; and upon hearing that I 
had obftinately refufed all food, when Ihe re- 
turned, flie fent me a fupper of all the niceties 
their honfe afforded* 

At the time this affair happened, my mother was 
\ipon a vifit in Oxfordftiire, and Mifs Wordley 
was at Richmond, where Ihe was engaged in the 
theatrical line. But the latter, upon being wrote 
to by my fervant, flew up to town, and brought me 
all the money fhe could mutter or borrow ; whick 
was very ncceffary towards fettling my bilL 

In return for the civility the miftrefs of the 
houfe had (hewn me, I afked her to partake of the 
fupper Mrs. Stacie fent me. She cheerfully ac-» 
ccpted my invitation. During our meal, (he 
enumerated all the perfons of quality who had oc- 
caSonally been her vilitors. Among others of 
her guefts, fhe informed me that tlie wretched 
Ayliffe had been one, and continued there till he 
was removed to Newgate, 

After fupper, (he alked if fhe fhould entertain 
me with a fong ; for fhe was reckoned, fhe faid, 

to 
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to have a very fine voice. The oddity of her 
manner, as (he made the prbpofal, joined to her 
xnafculine figure, had fuch an effed: upon my 
imagination, that I inftantly fcurft into a violent 
lit of laughter^ Mifs Wordley, who was always 
anxious about me to an extr«»ie, was apprehcn- 
fivc that I had fallen into hyftericks ; and the 
miftrefs of tlie houfe, ooncluding they would be 
sfttcnded with the fame faintings I had experienced 
fince I had been Jier unfortunate lodger, was alfo 
much alarmed ; hut upon my afTuring her that I 
had now fummoned up all my refoiution, Ihe fa^ 
voured me with a fpecimen of her talents, to our 
entire fatisfa£tion. The approbation we exprefied 
gave her fuch fenfible pleafure^ that fhe concluded 
with telling me, Ihe was fure, as I was fond of 
mufics I mt^ be pleafed with her voice. 

That evening I received a letter from Mr» 
Woodward, ^ho was juft come to town, wherein 
he requefted that I would permit him to vifit me. 
In my anfwer, I begged that he would not at- 
tempt it ; but I told him, that I fhouldbe obliged 
to him if he would fend Xome perfon to get,me a 
lodging in the Rules, and be one of my furetics, Mr. 
Stacie having offered to be the other* To this he 
readily confented. I now refolved to keep up my 
fpirits, though I was informed I mull go into the 
prifon, notwithftahding I had it in my power to 
obtain the Rules* The 
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The next morning Mr. Thomas, tlien Lord 
Mansfield's clerk, came himfelf witli the tipftafF, ' 
to conduft me over to the warden. Mr. Marfden 
very politely met me at the door of his houfe, and 
condufted me into the parlour. My attorney 
having attended Mr. Woodward and Mr. Stacie 
there in the morning, to fettle for the Rules, the 
Marfhal knew of my coming, and I found every 
thing ufual for breakfaft prepared againft I arrived. 
This grand point being fettled, I went to a lit- 
tle vile lodging, whicti had beeii taken for me, at 
the houfe belonging to the Windmill in St. 
George's Fields ; a fpot rendered famous by Shak- ^ 
fpere, from being noticed by Juftice Shallow, in 
the ** Second Part of Henry the Fourth *.'* For 
this wretched place Iwas to pay two guineas a 
week ; but the time to procure me a lodging had 
been To Ihort, that the firft which offered was 
fixed upon. 

Mr. Marfden attended me himfelf, with great 
complaifance, to my new apartments ; and I was 
not a little furprifed, upon our being feated, at his 
taking out a large purfe of gold, and prefenting it 
to me, with a requeft, that I would make ufe of 
it for my prefent exigencies, and return it tb him 
when convenient* As an inducement for my do- 
iog this, he obferved, that my cxpenccs muft 

* Ail. m. Scene V. 

have 
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have been very great at the officer's houfe ; for 
tliough the woman was remarkably civil, Ihe ge- 
nerally made her guefts pay for that civility. I 
told him, that my refidence at the officer's houfc 
had indeed been expeniive, and related to him 
what had occafioned it ; but I begged to decline 
his offer, alTuring him that I was not at preient 
in need of his kind affiftance. Upon which he 
took his leave ; entreating me, as he went out,< to 
let him know, if I ihould at any time happen to 
be Ihort of cafh. 

When Mr. Marfden was gone^ I could not * 
help expreffing my furprife to Mifs Wordley, who 
had accompanied me in tliis confined touTy at his 
generous politenefs. My companion inflantly re- 
plied, " I am amazed at your fimplicity ! You 
may be alTured it comes originally from Mr. 
Woodward ! As you have fo often rejcfted his 
pecuniary affiftance, I plainly fee he has taken 
this method to fcrve you, without being mor- 
tified by a refufal." 
In the evening that gentleman came to pay me 
a vifit ; when he advifed me to write, as foon as 
poffible, to the Attorney-General, my much ho- 
noured friend Mr. Yorke, to confult him upon 
my cafe. By Mr. Woodward not making me an 
offer of his affiftance at this time, 1 was con- 
vinced that Mifs Wordley*s fuppofition was well 

founded. 
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<fiid. fncfeecf, her fagacity and fuperibr un- 

^tftanding^ enabled her to fee every event clearer, 

alt points of view, than moft people. k 

The next day I defired her to take a letter to 

r. Yorfce. Kfy honourable (and now, alas ! 

y much regretted) friend immediately wrote 

me art anfwer, wherein he informed nie, in the 

indeft terms, that he would pay every attention 

tbac zftkkf ztii y^ould do all in his power to ex- 

icate me from it. Hut as nothing could be done 

till November, he requefted me to accept the in- 

Iclofed bills, in lieu of what his loved lifter. Lady 
Anfbn, had intended to bequeatli me, bad fhe 
not been taken away fuddenly. He then advifed 
me, if my creditor could not be prevailed on to 
compromifb the debt, to ftand trial ; when he was 
well alTured, he faid, a verdift would be given in 
my favour ; but as his excellency, Comte Hallang, 
Was advanced iri years, it might continue pending 
over my head for fome time. — In how pleafing a 
manner was this favour conferred ! the delicacy 
I and politenefs with which it was accompanied, 
J^vc it double value, and claimed my warmefl ac- 
knowledgments. 

Finding I muft make up my mind to my pre- 
fent fituation, as nothing could be done for fo 
long a time, I fent Mifs Wordley to feek out an- 
other apartment i for though, by Mr. Yorke's 

bounty. 
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bounty, I fpund myfclf poffejfled of two hundred 
pounds, yet it was yifible that the noble dondr had 
fcnt me that fum, on purpofc to enable me to 
compromife the debt with Mrs. Ray, fhould fhe 
confent to it. Mifs Wordley accordingly fixed 
on two rooms adjoining to the Dog and Duck, 
at twelve {hillings a week; whidh were more 
eligible, better furnilhcd, and much airier, . tlian 
thofe I was now in. There was, indeed, no con- 
venient accommodation for my friend ; but (he 
agreed to put up with the beft we could make, 
thofe nights on which her engagement at Rich- 
mond would permit her to be with me. 

I was in hopes, I ftiould have b^en able to 
comprefs the whole of the tedious detail of thii 
difagreeable affair into one letter; but as I find I 
have many circumftances yet to relate concerning 
it, I muft be obliged to make it the fubjeft of my 
next. — ^You will readily perceive, that I carefully 
avoid making an addition to the prolixity, by the 
infertion of any of my ufual remarks or quota- 
tions. — In feveral places where my pen was about 
to take advantage of an opening, and fet off", I 
have inftantly checked it ; left, whilft it fhould af- 
ford a relief to the famenefs of the fubjeft, it 
Ihould run it into too great a length. — This inve- 
terate profecution, carried on againft me becaufe 
I would not conform to the abandoned wifhes oi 
2 the 
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the profccntrix, proved a (ourcc t>f lii\i&h' uhTia^K 
pinefs to me; I ftialT therefore hvitty through tte 
teiatfon of it as ^ft as poifible ; . at once to put a^ 
end to the corroCvc reflc£tfohs'wKicTi' toiturc my 
mind as I* write it, and to carrjr ybu with alf difi 
patch through a icene that can give ybu no gfej^t 
picafiirer— For^ whilft' Tftrivc to prefetve your 
friendHiip, and to regain thfe good opinion of tll<5 
world. By a narrative of tlie moft Intetefting evetlt^ 
of my life, I fliould think myftifundfeftrvilijf of 
both, was I to ipare any pains t6 rehitt if a« 
picafing, and entertaining aHt lies in my powtr 

to do. ^^;^ • ■ -^^v:;, 

V ii^^>^;:jX' ^ ^ «xxv. 

jfltS fobtt as I wa* ^fcttfferf i» nrf wew rdidtinct, 1/ 
ftm tb^'Cotmfellor ]\*»tphy, <^ i?tf<p«rilr Im advic^ 
abd aftRStiwre; fie- undcjtdikj wlki the greateft^ 
ahicrit?f , to try^d prevttil ott nay cpponel^ ta re- 
ccivt tfte moneys agreeafete to the former fewle- 
mentt. If he couid nd* efllll^ thi«, lie afliired mc • 
Ue-wotitd undefttll^ t^ ca«iA,-aiidr«x«ftThiB ut^ > 
xitoft abtlfttes in' i^' d^f^M^t.^ NukiMffoci wov^- 
the pfeftnts wl^ehl r^iseW^ lii^itt contiMiBKiri 
Vo^t.iiv. H ia 
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General Monckton, who bpth poflefled the foul 
of generofity. 

Mrs. Stacie took lodgings in the houfc adjoin- 
ing to where I was, for herfelf, her maid-fervant, 
^nd little boy ; and her hufband fent me every 
delicacy the feafqn afforded. This, although every 
thing was undoubtedly to be paid for, I could not 
but efteem a great mark of refpeft and attention. 
V An accident happened at tlii^ time which great- 
ly alarmed me, and threatened to bring the fcenes 
I have been defcribing, to a premature and dread- 
ful denou'emeni. I had difcharged my lodging in 
town, tpgether with my footman and maid- 
fervant ; I had fent my Black to Mr. Woodward, 
and kept only my uW*<3«uc, a+Iack-bird, and a 
favourite dog. 

The latter had for fome days appeared to be ill, 
and fefufed all food ; when upon my calling him, 
ih. order to induce him to ^at, the little -amn^ 
flew to me witli feeming. .fpndnefa, and flxe^d bis< 
teeth in my upper lip. Mr. Woodwardt 'who 
happened to be pref<$nt, inftantly.exclaime^t f' I 
*^ hope you do not bleed." Thia, with my ob- 
ferving affedionate apprehenfions in the looks, of 
every perfon in the room, ipade n^e concli;Kle the 
dpg to be mad,' and that Ifhould. partake of ^^^ 
malady^ I was confequently fciz^d with inex- ^ 

prelGhle 
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f rdCble horrors, to which the glooiiv of itty fitda*- 
I tion made no iticoniiderable addition; and if I 
did not fear death itfelf, yet I cotild not help being 
ihocked when! imagined him ta be approacMng^ 
armed with unnfiial terrors- 

It is well, known,. .that dangers appear much 
more alarming, in iipprehenfion than in reality. 
My fediiigs upon the prefent occafion confirmed 
this truth ; for Mr; Bromfield, who had been fent 
for as foon as the accideht,happeiied, declared tiiat 
1 felt infinitely more than if the falival irifeftion 
iiad operated with its fvll force; Such a deep im^ 
preffion did tliis event make on my mind, that fot 
Several years after I was in agonies upon the an- 
Jiiverlary of the day on which it happened. 
• Mr^ Woodward endeavoured to perfuade me, 
that there was not the leaft room for me to give 
way to thefe apprehenfions. He afiured me the 
next morning, that the creature followed him 
home the preceding evening, and fwam over a 
piece of water which lay in the way ; an indif<^ 
putable proof, that it was perfectly free from every 
iyraptom ' of the hydrophobia. But \;tis ordering 
It to be hanged^ the moment he got home, feemed 
to prove, thit what he faid was rather to difjjel 
my fears than his real fentiments. 

Asl continued to be indifpofed, my appearance 
in Dublic would have been impradicable; I was 

Ha not 
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ipH tvm! ablrt^r Icare^nB?f rootoi;. npoiv w} 
caumil djd; nod fvgret thcloia of lifatrtjr f 
a$^ I otti^ilvfHb ffamiid have doncL Pamci 
der^ wene^ givicm. thU: I fhould notrbekfl 
and the Richmond company benig; re^m 
wiiHer quatters^ I. hadt my mucb-lorc 
Wordley^ coaftandjr wtdi me; Our afb£ 
eaeb^ other wm fo fervent audi reciprocal,. 
fm^ofid'tx) {SaScD eq^aUjr with- mjfelf ;. and 
contiimaiiy unfaafipyf, left die nnooflnnmi 
fh/^fy by w&icfa I was overwhelmed flm 
iiv, ar haft§r dodlne^ NMttiq^ could exc 
ai^nii^ .fltt pavfcta me^ She watched e 
t^atiM iac.myiteminr Qip beasltk with tl 
anxiou$i.£riicitxide; and^as flii^-wasnowj 
talk>M6^ ifr I:e|irea fttcreot^.l i€mndibBtt>awaK 
alSe&iDQftteicoiicem atifengtte cauftdratvi 
t^ratmi ifinAetr heafth ; whkteiconfbribQted 
f9f:^iUta^^ ]«qr>reco!veigrv than itfwa,a?ittdi 
nf «9^citte7ito do. i : detscmiincd:: to-be w 
x:il}». f^uch-eftesmedi fiiiend migiht he? thi 
aii4*i|i|lieHf r$i6n9 .fitaceedtdv; 
y . I^^ Miiq^bsr^ to . wduuxit E: actcMRviodg 
iteUkftrtheigmtcift ebligiriiiMifSi cama>omstt 
0^li$^)a«)hii^;a|hef aivooatioos . mnraUkpcrsa 
had endeavouredi.^ to* ? pmvsiL lafonkti^i ten 
t399im%' tm iJntlt rttei afiflv hiitrwatkMd 

Tiwr( yf^m^Mf^v^tmAyooisima^ 
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kig it ♦to trial* Mr. Jfeimings, ^of Cidrey^ftreety 
mas my voLuatary attorney upon Ah occaiion. 
Beuag de&DOus to have^^aofe, of whidh he had 
tbe conduAiBg, come oa jsefore^hk great General^ 
Ii'ts buficwfs Jbitberto btitigg ooty^vrilh bailiffs and 
arrefts, he ^j^lied ito Mr. ^tacne, iisind ^offemd ^mc 
lus afiB&UQLoe widiosit &e oriieward. Bethought 
ke &oMld he ^fttlFy repaid by the credit be ihoiikl 
gain from dieefilplby, and beingiatrodticed there- 
by dnto better cc^pany than ihe had been tifed to. 
As he mvL^ kmnwn to be a igood folicitor, Mr. 
Woodward accepted his fervice in my behalf; 
aud m lr«quiial etnipioyed him tiil liis xkath . 

Jksjivtm lafiared of fucdelisu 'tte ^of^oach n( 
the trial '%wic me ita(herqpkti&He dian ^-paxn* (At 
lefl^h the expe&ed Aij anrmdj; «nfl Mr. Mtrr^ 
phyoQiterod 'my apasimienit^ aknoftibwadiIefk» t^ 
atuioulice lister trtutofh. But If wstlifappcijnttd in* 
rt^ng the dbckaidages I Jioald hsvc ldi)Sle<frbm* 
my ftiQcefay tbytdaei lady's dicing: foEon rafter* . Had' 
l)ate lived, iandlhadaenerfved n!qriEait4fithecomrr 
of jCdog^'S BpiBi&f thaDeiis;ia6 davfat)htitl flmmid 
hfiYe ohfiitned a fihiere idfiorae >ti^Biiift ihcr.; rtlUe* 
method ihe imade <K&vdf:tx>£icag]ncnt jofls'id^^ ksf 
putchafing xtfli^s, hmn^&t Liiarfc bem infbim^ 
fld,>'tgain&the htlVB bftliiBtxniDltny. :^ ' • 

I ivvrote iimmfcdiately todnok tliy aHinoiiaB)!^ 
patron J whoaafweixid ni9> imd wiibed^ sfS 11^ 

H 3 now 
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now eftafalilhcd my proteftion, that I would, if 
poflible, fettle the debt, for the reafons he had 
before alledgcd. Application was accordingly 
made to Mrs. Ray's executors, who had agreed 
to take two htindred pounds down^ and two hun- 
dred more at the expiration of a year. I have 
reafon to believe my adverfafies wauld have been- 
•gainers, by accepting my offer when it was firi!k 
made, as the fuit muft have coft them a very con- 
Cderable fum. By the generous affiftance I re- 
ceived from my kind friends, it was not attended 
»with aii.y lofe to me. ... 

7*hus ended an event which had caufcdttic fo- 
much anxiety, and had been the means of my firit 
experiencipg'thc^r^fl/^ of all lofles, the lofs fflU 
herty *. ** 'Bot difguife thyfelf how thou wilt, 
^ mU, Sl8i^wryy"--*as ray fiwroufke Sterne fays,— ^ 
** ftill thotiait a bitter diiaugiit^; and though 
"^ dibufands, in all ages, have been made to drink 
" of thee, :thou/-aTt no lefs bitter on. that ac* 
•* cotintl'*--H-Fceling: irith equal fehfibility, from 
liaving been ^deprived of her protection, the forcb 
«f that ihimitabie . writerV fubjoined addrefs to 
Liberty^ though written only from imagina!tion, I' 
tcannot refraid from making «fe of it, upon this; 
'•ccafion, to cxprefs my own fentiments. — " It 15 
^ tlwii, th£cefweet andgra<^ioiis Goddefs, whdm 

♦'Surrnc^a Scirthxicntal ^J6\irn:cy, V<>1; It 'Page 87. 
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^''iin*!!! 'i)uiilic ori'h privatt woi^'ip,: %hBfe ^«/ 

•* is grateful, and will be fo, till Nature her-* 
** ftlf (hall ehaAge- — I^o //^ of Worids can TpbtT 
•'thy fnowy mangle, nor cnymic pdWer ttirn-tlly' 
"^ftepire'into irbii.— With thee to'^iiiile iJpbn 
*«'liiitl *i^-he^€afs lis criift/ the ^ranf'ii lia^piei^ 
•'than the'monafefi, 'tfoirn ^h'ofe court thoUaft* 

^« exiled."" ^ .:••::. . .: . .1 

'1 hiS fent to the proprietors, to let them knov^ 
that';! jrfiiould'be afcle to perform 6n the' tenth oif 
Nbveitifeerl Snd as I'had takeii the lcS<igingf I was? 
in fOI^^^ ^certain term,' I'chofe'to refide there tirf 
ihe/e:t^iratiOn'of it, AdcOrdhigly at that rime t 
thtzintd a DaV-rule, and w^nt to the theatre, but 
f found that •my ferVicc W)ai not needfuL All the ^ 
pcrforttier^ feehidid happ^ to fee mfe at liberty ]J 
ftfe - Ai'ariaget ' iloKe ipbeared ^^td W iridiffcrent 
ibout it,*havitig'beeii in^fliieftced'by his co-partnet^ 
MrJ. 'Richi who had refblved'^thit her cotifijij 
Mift Wilfdrd, fhould-^fuperlfcde me'. ' -^ ; 
/'; PrepdffeiBon^ has great' weight With the Wdrld 
fri'-gertdi^i/ tt'umkni^/,''^^ is thi^ldidirij^ 

tharaA^rittic of tBfs haticrti.'^; Tlie pubBc, ctmfci 
quen^ly, wAiW^ nbt fufter^ J&Vrf ffthAtfavmii' 
to be opprelfed^, even ttiough they were t6 be fcn-^ 
'tcftaincd by what'was fuppofed rifihg merit. Tfae 
Ji>roprieTfors''liad taken advantage of my unhappy 
fituatioii^, to iritrodtice theydungladyjuft mehi- 
•' ' •* H 4 tioncd 


objcift. to ,tbis^;irr»pgci»cat ; b.ut jbe pu^iq, being 
partial, in QiyiaTwr, did for me. Tb^ indoced 
<Uc J pnPjprktQts . tf> j^iifiunco me. 

JTpop t]vs .pQP?fipi|» ;«» the 4»i:(gbLler of Auf- 
foftmcb I.iiiuis Jtp ])€ vifited >j JCotoie runfoiieifea 
qvexXj .^9t ,^uld .Vq4 tD peqp(ls;c acul dtfteels 
me* My maid had put into the coach* wJucb 

lQckjiV5.to,the theatre, a bQx, iw^taiuii^ «Dy fe- 
VK^mns ojwi^pjpius^twbich, .ijjidee4» we». Bot of 
^ay $<^t v^rfiijpjl, t^^tthcr fiRiith ♦the pceipcrtie^ I 

irantQjd for fhat liigbt^ .a^d .fey fomc mfiWi or 
•liier it yru li>ft. ,Among the ibmer were jbme 
llimiat:i|re pgrtraits .; . fii^ .of which, and a lod^o^ 
i fiwircljr y^ifcptted; ?^J^fo did the fbim«tofS| 

. JJ^p^;^,wa«^^YW.tpt^ findfer, but ^f fuif^ 
cf«i,l^wej^e.^ ll^^ Jtbj^ .1 jpflfewd A.iwwi«d ^f ^ 

pftw4?» .Idfeoijj^ Ji^wi\$xm\[^ 

ibrtune happe^q) tP JHe onecibe^e. S(m» yxm 
i^4^ i riiqffictuAat^^ di^d^ped^apadiftfTbAfljc in 
(hP Gre^ ^arl^, V^to^ia 4lbw were fmr J)^ 

«ififc tajl ^dvmifed, jpraroiSijg; tp j^ ;r|p 4ite 
Wfej^t ^^iik^^M^ msi9X^ t^est if JJbiC j>fisfQa 
S^ Iffi/d ib:wj)d it iiwuW/fei;jd^fp^r wWchjuraa 
^hcrjcg^. ^^^^^ a^dvertifcmept /h^d j|iet .with ^o 
]>^t$ef iiac^ceiii fhw .tbp cp^sfqc^ Jb^d^ed I was ,ia« 

formed^ 
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feraied, that I had aAed wsong ia oak^g &oh 
an offer, as theacciq>tance xtf it wooMxeaie im* 
der the denomioatian of fisloi^. lam net, 
however, withofut my fofpicions, that anubgr^er^ 
fin found an advantage in ixij lofs. But as^is 
is only conjefture, I fball drop aU thou|^U of ifi^ 
klfi for ever; not doubting, but that even-handed 
jttftice will istum the iogrecUfims of the|KH(bniid 
chalice, if not in ^* the corrupted curfenli 0f this* 
*' worlds where offence's ^dedJiand may ihrve 
*' cbjr Joftice; ^d oft 'tis feen liie mdcbed f^iJt 
*' litfelf buys -out the lavr; it will above^ w^re 
** there is no Ihuffling ; wheve the aifUon ^lies 4n 
'' it's true nature ; and we ouifelves are xompel* 
^' Icd^ even to the te^h and £cu^head^ our iaulls, 
** rto give in evidence *•" 

The dilemma I was thrown intDi}y4l]ye lo&tof 
my l)ox greatly increa&d the anxiety I felt irom- 
appearing for the firft time after my confinement \ 
to which an ^nominy is ufuaUy aanexs4t bc^- 
ever undeferved that confinement may have been, 
I was <fo curtailed in my drefs by the lofs, that I 
was obliged 1» borrow ^even an uxKler'-j>e<tticoat« 
At lepgth I was fqBpIied with evra;y ncceflary by 
the kind attention of Mrs. Whitfield, my drefler : 
as I have fince lain under greater, obligation's to 
th;5 worth^y woomn, as will be fecn in the fequcl, . 

♦ «amkt, Aa W. %ns^t V^. 

- H 5 1 tliiiiiv 
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I think it proper to mention her' name; and to 
add, that flie is an honour to humanity. The 
public deceived me with marks of the warmeft ap- 
probation. 

The lofs of my box made me refolve not t^^ 
i*un the rifque of mieeting with fuch an untoward 
accident again. I therefore changed my plan of 
itfiding in my prefcnt lodging, arid took one in 
Suffolk-ftreet. 

The tragedy of ** King Lear^* was announced^ 
in which Mifs Wilford had appeared in Cordelia 
at the laft reprefcntation. Mr. Younger, the 
{)rompter, who had the beft of hearts, imagined^ 
by the reception I met with upon my late per- 
formance, tliat no manager would endeavour to 
add to my depreflion, by forcing upon the public 
at perfon of whom they did not approve ; he 
tlierefore obliterated her name, and put mine iif 
the bills. 

At twelve o'clock, T received a vifit from Mr;. 
Gibfon, the deputy-manager, who informed mr 
of the miftake, and requefted that I would give 
up the part ; telling me at the fame time^ that the 
managers would, upon my doing fo,' "give out 
liandbiljs to announce the error to the public. 
1 was not then dtvefted of that difpofition which 
jpurns at injuries. I felt the affront with more 
iiafcibility dtei prudence perhaps would havo 
6/ ^ ^'wttcaMt.d ; 
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permitted,; \utprii Jinnee ,was a virtue whifsh, at 

that period, my feeft friends did not allow me tp 

be poflefled 9f ; nor could I, indeed, with juftice^ 

lay any claim to it. ' It cannot be fuppoied, tlierc- 

fore, tliat L confidered the confequences that 

Ihpuld refult fropi whatever anfwer I might give. 

I inftantly replied, *' I ain 'fl« indulged Jervant 

,**- of tlie public, and let what will happen; I will 

** not fuffer my name to be . altered ; but play 

" the charafter iu^i//." Mr." Gibfon then left 

me, with feeming regret, declaring I fhould draw 

updx> me the hatred of the f^milyl To which I 

anfweted with fome warmth, ** I have long fet 

/• tb^t at nought; I neitlier covet their favour, 

" nor fear, their malice^ I depend upon that pa- 

*f tronag6 1 have ever, met with; and will Hand 

** or fall by: that candour and indulgence I have 

•* always been treated with bv the public." 

. upon fending my fervant to look at the play* 

bills, flid brought me word that the men we're at 

that moment changing, them ; and that the mif- 

take wa& pointed out in a Nota-Bene. Hearing 

- f :-:;•.> .:/T;^.: r ■•• : . .'•.-. , ■ * 

this, I inuantlv fent to have h<ind-bills printed. 
* *-• ♦ •^' - i >i. ^. j' -• J" ' '• ' . • • .) ' % ■ ? . 

jand d^uhbute^ among the audience as they went 

mtp the houle.,. In this bill I only mentioned the 

circumflance which liad occafioned it, fimply as 

it was ; at the fame time telling them, that as 1 

icfieet^ed myfellf'the'ackiiowldlged child of thcYr 
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favour, I thought it my duty to he re^iify in cffe I 
ihould, thfit ereipagy be bonotired with the pre* 
ierence. 

WJien .the certain drew pp, there was an uiii^ 
yerfal cry for your hun^ble fcrvant; and upon 
Cordelia*s appearance, notvnthftandii^ fhe was 
.the ifevpur^ child of the families of theHicV^ 
^d ^e Wilfoi;d*s, fhe w^ obliged to withdraw 
ar^d givp place to me. Being ready drefled for 
tjip charafter, I inmrediately made my entree, 
ami^i^.an ui^iverfal applaufe ; and I do not recol- 
^e^ that I jtver met with more tokens of appto^ 
jbition, in fo trivial ^ charafter, dujring my thea- 
tricdexiftence. 

This event was the more flattering, as it aflured 
me, that I was fttU held in eiSimatio^ by the pub- 
lie. It might be alledged, that my fair tit^, wl^ 
'was uftdouhsedly em exjcellent efancery had not then ar- 
rived at any reputation as a jtragedian ; and the vifi- 
bie depreffibn of a declared jKtrtiality m\gt^ 
flrongly operate in my fevour* 

The young Jady, whofe mor^fic^ion, it muft 
\>t fuppofipd, was very great, came into Ae ^reeij- 
Toom, and laid, fbi^ was furprized any p^^rlfoVmer 
would pxefume to ^t^ont Mrs. lUch. I could 
have totd hjer, that her roo^cov^n affroiited t^e 
jpublic ;nuch more, by forcing her /i/» unih- 
foimcd ft^tioii pppn thera; hfit as 1 neither 
.« ' oreadea 
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ircaded the frowns of tbe Lady Dircartfs, nbr 
lioped for her favour, 1 held the little Cordelia's 
fpeech in too much conteuypt to make any reply 
to it. 

<5. A. B» 
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A T . the conclnfion of this Hfeafen my mroemcut 
tt<}oYent«GArdeti e«pifed ; «iid at the fiMnetime 
tiie ^tem "vras difpefed ^f to ^Meib. CeimaiH 
fikftis, ?owdB, «nd ^RotheifoFd. Hoartng no* 
tfikigHbr fofaetime from l4TJCcim»9 wtio wis 
ihe aftkig manager^ fekHiTe to « renewal-«f ^my 
irtidesy I f;aYe orer all hoipes ^ "tt^figtvmtit ^mA 
them ; however, Mr. Woodw^d^alled wpoA vat 
one day, itnd informed 'ine,4iNit'he%adl4ied an in* 
terview with the commandant, in wliksh, 4Kil4aig 
enqnitted Whether f was engsg^ %y Atem, our ao- 
dtrn^Terence had^qplied, «** Yes ! I'^ffSAd^upen 
"^^ her; "btttmtlhiifficity of ^fincHb^VK piweniti 
** me from cailififg ttpon'teri; IlhaS^e^igiDS 
^ to^oti, if 'yt)ti wffl iitfdwn her, that 1 fk^^nA 
^ doing toyfdf the fleafure ^^ lb<mi ** ^ ^ 

1 Wis tiot only'hseppyat^jeing aitbred <>f a wew 
engagement, imt bwsg tmderthe HireASon of ft 
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pianager, wbafe knowledge and talepts I hjeld in 


» i. 


jbe higheft . eftimation. Accordingly,, the next 
day, rhad the fatisfaftioa of having my articles 
|T)qnp^ed/or three years ; and being, as I thought, 
upon favoured terms of opinion with Mr. Colman,, 
I fuppofed I fhotrid be w fte red f-by the preference 
he would fhew me, to my former eligible fituation 
in the theatre. Aftuated by ihXs hope, I deter- 
iflined' to fpate'no pains, in order to merit his 

cpotinucsd «ppr^'^^^^^* *( .A. 

ejAs Mr. Aldierlnaa Cracroft had (ately married 

|be .he^vtifi)} Mif»:DraX9 he was> employed in a 
hsglier CiJKs]^ th^ fprm^ly, find had clcciined re- 
iDei)viEig;viii>d paying. my ialary s^rnqng my cxvditors^ 
^hilft! I was ;aa] ii^abitant of ^U GeoirgeV 
fiqldsfMKe feot oyer to defire I would give hin;i a 
frelb? fc<jurity fqr w^t 1, owfd him^^i^x^ I feel a 
fwifiWe coO^^^^ wfeea 1 ijefie^ ^Wii nevqr i^vy 

- Mr. Pow^ '^' th« Pay-Office^ w^fc prem^- 
Mr|^ €^4^ ipCniihcd, ^nqt Ippgago, atopic foif gsr 
li^al cpnyer&tioq,. took upqn> hifo^ the execution 
jpf this trp$.dur|ng one feafoji; but aa it was air 
If nde<^ w^tb fpmc tropb^e, h^ ^t the^ end of, f hat 
time, thotight fit to dcQlioe iu Tjn&^l qpfuft acr 
•J^aovfledg^, I confidered as V4sry Urange,, jand 
/ratbejT; uo^nd ;^ as I had every right to expeA , his 
^fMm^Q^fi fxovcL my having been the firft means 
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6t his' bfeing introduced to Mr. Foxj thbtigli F 
only knew hint as dcptrty-treafurer of Cov^nt.' 
Garden theatre. Undbubtedly he was poflefflciJ^ 
of every requifite for buffneft ; but when he came' 
to be a great man, he, like many others, kicked^ 
down the ladder by which he had mounted. 

As Mr. Woodward had fhewn a friendly for- 
wardnef^ to ferve me upon every dccfaiion, and^ 
Bis integrity was fo well' known, I requeffed him* 
to take upon himfelf the employment. This he 
did, and all my creditors were well pleafed with 
the nomination. Mis punftuality was luch, that 
he left the dividend at his chambers, fn Clement*s* 
Inn^ ftaled up for each ftparately ; fo that if he? 
happened to be from home, they had not thrf 
trouble of callfng a fcfiond time ; and' as he like- 
vfik left the receipts ready written, tbey were de- 
tained no longer tlian whilft they figned dieit 
names* , 

'Such ' punSuafity and" attention ^mtift fecure^ 
pcffons the irefpeft and good- will of iall thofe who^ 
happen td have bulinefs with -them.— Puiiiftiiairty 
in' every concern is not lefs laudable than itscon^ 
cbttiiliant, honcfty.— It iis not, indeed, ufually con-' 
fidefcd as a'ririntipfe of equal import; the advto* 
tages' ariffng to fociety from rt will, however, br 
found "to be 'Very little fhort of Aofe refulting 
fix>m the latter .^^Wcre it more attended to, how 
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wo«ld it fmooth the intereourie between man and 
man; e^;>eciall7-tho£e who conftitute the eom- 
meectal part of a jpeople ! So confpicuoufly need* 
fill is an attention to it, that what 1 have faid in 
ibme of my former letter^, relative to the ob- 
fervanoe of a promife (and as I am an enthufiaft 
in that .point* my enforcement of it has not been 
lukewarm), will equally fuit the virtue I am here 
recommending ; for a virtue it is, thou|;b not one 
of the cardinal ones. 

We opened the £any>aign with fome oclat, *as 
Mr. Powell was julUjr admiised ; and there is no 
doubt but he would have proved »a ornacoent 
to tlie iMge, had he had time to aojuire th^ 
knowledge which is lequifite to make the pro* 
feffion a fcience. But very few ^ive diemfolves 
Icifure, or take the trouble, to ^rive at the goal* 
The intenfe a^^pljicalion I hav^ pointed out on a 
former occaiion is abfolutely indifpenfable for 
arriving at ,perfi)£tioi9u-<<-For want Bf this, maoj 
who pofleXs rgreat abilities reach only mediocrl^. 

Ooir ^ft appearance Kigether was in Jaffi.er and 
Belvidera; and he was ib ^sctravagant in bis en** 
comiums lypon my playiug, that I Jiad eve^ res^- 
(oa to believe he h^d given i>ver all tbou^its of 
a^ eflgjigemcnt with Mr?. Yate?u iTfait be had 
this in view, was xeporAed^ and carried withit an 
air of pjsobabilii^ ; X^i;, exdtifive of the lady's Jtx* 
.^ , % traordinary 
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topcdioafy J9crit» it,xi|r«sixat0i9l.to.fi^f9>ofe he 
mufi .eBteiN^n a j;);idi«di^ ibr the &rft heroine lie 
ever .^peared mth . 

Jnravfew idays tbe.report x>f tanon^^ement wiA 
Mrs. rYates was JcvWed ; and.Mr. Colouui called 
ig>OA xne.».to iofoj-ixioi^, that fuch a fiep was ab* 
folutely neceflaJcy^ as it .would be a great bar to 
their,(iv:cefs, IhoAild^ie be engs^ed at Drui^y-Iane, 
far whkh.a_ treaty was then in agitaition. At the 
iksEie jtiroe he aifiired .me> .that no ei^gagement 
Hj^tever Oiould injure me. Indeed, that it would 
i*!facr.bcjbe.rev^rfc,; ds many pieces jnight be 
leviAf^dy in which we might Jhine (as he was 
ploftd to .^xprefs .himfclf } .t9gether. BefidcH 
TShipl^fJihotild rj5jaiin.:0i2^ «fji:|y,charafteij?i if 
i^it;jrtljs>f them. 

Perfb^Iy .iatisfiedin tbos ^uranc^ wd^haviq^ 
always Jwn a iwsarjn admirer j>{ Mxs* Yates's 
t^cut;^ I was ; really jpteafed M ibe Te^ifagement^ 
inlteid tof ieelii^ any eavioufi •aBoiioas. Buti 
have Jbmc reafon to helieii^, that fhe was of an- 
Qthftr pfinion.; fer^ponjjcor.going ujpio her^ .at 
tbc.&cfti:ehearfal,in,ocdcr<piahite ^icj;, aad Icoiv 
gtatu^atcjDDiyjEeJjf, (he xery Qpldly jre&eivcd ogr;^ee,tr 
ii^ .and we ^d not ^afiecwaxds ^jpeak* I ihave 
inore (than i>nce (aid, J never was iii&qptible of 
thejmean^pa^Qn of enyy.i I therefore could nc^ 
)ic(p .beii]^bjurt at even a^&i]jpQ£tion!s^ifinj^ ia 

injT 
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my mind, that (he ti>uU harbour ah idea of my 
being capab of diilimulation. Whenever a 
coolnefs continues for any tirtie between pieojple 
who are obliged in bufinefs to meet, 'difgiiftiS ge; 
ne al'y'the confequertce. I' frankly 6 wn this wks 
the cale with'me. Mrs. Y^afe is thfe btft jddteoi 

her own feelings upon the occafio'n. 

. ' • • .- ■ • 

A little time after, Mr. Cblman introduced a 
young lady, by name Morris, in his play of the 
«* fenglifh Merckaiit,''1h V(rhich Ihe^'^^^^^ \)fith 
^reat approbation. " She afterwards ' appeared' ifi 
Juliet. As her youth and attraft'ions Were ivhkt 
JuLct fliould be, it would have been abftira t6 a 
degree; had lobj^flted to' hef playing it ; hotwithl 
ftanding, at that p6riod> it was ribt common to 
take the capital performer's chara£lets from theidf 
except fbi- ^ perfon of ackibwledged iierit/ ' ^ 

This fair floWi-; like' the lily x)f tlife valicy; 
reared a-whlle her heai, displayed her beauties 16 
the fun, anddiffufed around th6 l%eeteft odours— i 
But tranfient as the lily was her fate— Like her 
Idvfcly cihfilim furcharged with rain, (he foori 
arbppe^,'' and chirmed no more. — So eager wa^ 
ifce grillj^ liionftet Death to feize fuch perfeftion^ 
and fo^ haliy wfere Hi^ ftrides, that Ihe was unable 
to appear at her owh benefit in the idiarafler of 
Jiitiet.' 1 was therefore folicited by her rclatiorri 
io p^'rfbrm^ttiat'|)art,Iwltidr Idid with'tfie greateft 
*''^' readincfs ; 
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readiitefs ; fincefely regretting at the fame time 
tlie untimely decay of fuch proiiifing merit," 
which probably would have adorned the ftagc* 
with another Farren. 

Before the conclufion of the winter, die other 

two* proprietors complained they were made cy-^ 

phers. They alledged that Mr. Colman and Mr*' 

Powell arrogated all the power to themfelves, anrf 

were fo expenfive in the cloaths and decorations,- 

that they \fliared nothing, notwithftandihg the? 

houfcs in general were crowded. Mr. Powell land^ 

1 feldom fppke, but upon the llage. As L had 

every reafon to believe he had a^ed with dupli-' 

city i' I naturally defpi fed him i I therefore feldoirf 

went to the theatre, except when bufinefs calid4 

me. ' " ' ...'.. 

About this time I was introduced to the wor- 
thy and celebrated Mr. Hoole, the juftly admhieil 
tranflator of .Metaftafio, Taflb, and mbft 6f the 
great Italian poets. His lady and myfelf form'cd 
the ftrifteft intimacy, and we were feldom fepa" 
rate. When I bad leifure from my attendance 
at Golden-Square, we had little parties, either at 
my apartments or thcir^. A relaxation of this 
nature was neccflary to difpcl the chagrin I feltt 
that all my vifionary tlieatric caftles wer^ tot? 
tering. . - • : 

;• I . :'•.'; . .S3ch- 
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J5»ch Ixidoed has bceiLtberfure confequence cof 
ereiyiavaotable event dF^ my life. I iliaye always 
£cmnd 4Jiat even thofe expefiations. which ihate 
feemed moft certain have vanguiihed Ukje Sancho 
(an^a^s iupper. Xlxey ,bave :bcen Q^rit hMt oiot 
^joycd.— vAnd a£ the dfilicate viands Ji^hich vietiD 
ipread befbce the huiigxy governor fenved 4>nly 
to ancreaie his iippetitey io my hugxiintartsiimUsf 
and Xure expe^ianciesy rhave led me into muny 
expence^y vi^ichy .hut for the flattering profpciG^ 
t||bieie ipcciimtedy I fhould not have incurred* .A 
i&vtew>of theincidents of my lite, when they are 
aUJaid before yot|» will .convince you, Ihat never 
noital ibxmd Tuoh a somber j>f agpacently well- 
fcpuaded .hopes, forfatally 4ind coinpletely Uafted,; 
and that by means which were not to be expeded 
or /avoided* 'I a^ with propuety exolaim Afipon 
4w i0fics£cn, wth tlie fourth Harry % 

^ Will^artuoe UQVsncome'withhothtbandsiiill, 
^ fiilt writerher fair words flill inibuleil fettarr?'* 

The '^fuing 'fummBr I tookafmall houfe at 
Stvamd imthe ^Gmen. iThe, iitutftion was'beaBti- 
filly as nt eomman&d ^the ^nefl pan of ^be 
Thames, and termmatod with a ^iew of .KewF- 
biidge. its being fomcar town was asiotlior in« 
fhioement ; ^or^nyiattenAanoc^ot^tlie Comte's mwi 
almofl daily expeAed. 

♦ jSccond Part of Henry IV. A& IV. Scene VIII. 

When 
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Whea^cnext feafenr comineneed, the (£fft<> 
^eement between the pacemees became public. 
Hii^t broke' out afreflli iipen aecmmt ofa'vei^ 
ilfaiiger'dii|>utji3 ind^e^^; whiott was herotfierr^oH 
Mr; Cdbnon's inMing thst*Mts. Y^tes AoBld 
appear in die chiaraAtr of Imegeny in ** Gymbec* 
** lines"' a^ past in whkb flie had lonp been* efta^ 
Uiibsdy aiid< iHiiTei&Uljr adfmred ; and Meffia^. 
Harris audi Rutherford^ being' equally firmueiia 
that Mfis; Leffilighafti ffioutd have the preference. 
The beauty and figure ^ ^i& latter vrttt^ I alldw*, 
gread]r in<h^r faivowr'; But fh!e could by no means 
be fai^ to^ ftirpa€l MrSi Yibtesy wh^ jomedil^^ 
wanted Menct' tO' her' other great qualifStoiioii^ 
A>{no6efk^ was^ begun^ in eonrfeqweneeof : thfe r^ip^ 
turev wbteh tetid^ ^ttifyta benefit tthfegentfi^eia 
oftbtil^Mgt^obb-; for ijRhthe fequetit^ pYod^^d ntt 
other effi(^. 

Mf ^ Powell; iHchieed by^ fome reirfe^ I co^ld 
nsvcr mccm^tim^ begap.v ence^iftai^ to.ldad'ioe 
m«h ifld«t6f y >, but att-^l^had no toemii to- btiiet^ 
H» coiwpliiMn«6 < fifiei^K/ 1 treMwd' him \Af^ itli^ 
finite conl»mpl« MPsi Vfttes waroir^^^rfieiadM 
tD^app6«rin> EhnUa^ in dite*' Engiiffip M^rehtat i^ 
vciliatsafifei^ noWililflMwliiig'wte^ I hare fiiid' of 
bcr beauty, totally unfit for hern and- I^alyed 
Ikd^JMbiif which would much better have be- 
come 
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.come that dignity and figure which fhe pofkShs 
in. fo eminent a degree. 

: J. am now about to enter upon a very impor- 
tant event in my hfe, vi?. the m^ans by which I 
iW5^s prevented from pqbliihing my fetter to Mr. 
C^lcraft. Had it found its^ way to the public at 
jhat time^ it would, I flatter rayfelf, have ^venged 
m)$, >in fome meafure of a qian who had , treated 

« 

ppe. with fuch unparallel^ injuftice, and ' have 
vindicated my conduft, wi^h refp$£t to hiiti^ to 
j^ whole lyorld. But as J, was prevailed upon, 
IpaayJ&y compelled, not to do it then, when it 
W.Quldhave been of m^ch more, fervice tso me, 
gi^d h^yt prevented many m^s^rtun^s which have 
fipce happened to me, I fiiall, as I have already 
prQpifed you,- fend it to you by way of fupple- 
fl^ent to my narrative ; fof^, without it, many cir- 
cumftances in my life will want elucidatioti. 
( As ift makes fo interefting a part of my ftory, I 
^all begin my next letter with it.->— Nor will this 
1^ the' only important civcumftance that it will 
cpntafuif You will read therein fome other inci- 
fknts, which will tend to confirm the obfenija- 
tion I have lately made, that no naortal ever found 
their hopes fo fuddenly and completely fruftrated 
|tf I have done* 
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Ei fe day oif the re^i^efehtifioitvif ife <*^ En^- 
b^ Merchant," as'fti^pnea ih iriy iaft^fharf 
a kri advertiftmeilt' tb b^ itlferted^iii aff 'the 
fc' ik^r^;' tb^ tiie fbH^nl :^l3fpfc;rt V >*'Spc^^ 
(y' wili'^be piiblifl^yd; *» IfettiP'lroii) Gfeorge 
fiiiBdfanijr, to j^hii^ Cklc/ifii fif^^ witfr tfiis^ 

.'■ ..'.?/: . >. > c. • '^ • [ ' f'.- :': :• '? 

o; 

cpices the reck'ning^ when the banquet's o'er, 
c dreadful reck'nihg, and iiien fihile'dof iti'di-el**' 

[I before the piece was going to begin, Mr. 
lan came into my dremng-room, and in- 
jd me, that, in confequence'oF my advertife- 



1, he &id, vf2L% at' once putting a dagg^^ 


ar/, and a p'lftol 'to his heddi ,, He concluded, 
aiany imjprecations/that, if Tdid not^ at leaft 
bme time, he wouIcT'not'only put his threats* 
xecution, but apply to 'fee Liord 'Cfiamber-^ 
o have me filei>ced; an(3^,''ipofc6ver, tii'm 
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my children adrift, who (hould perilh before bo 
youirafloiiTiri c m any" aHHtai Tcev 

Mr. Colman exprefled fome difpleafure at the] 
rudenefs of Mr. Cihcraft*)^ behiivlbur, who de- 
paiied AmpAf^^ The manager, however, adu'* 
ated) I doubt not, by a ^ceg/^d for me, ufcd nAi^\ 
arguments to induce me to give up the-ppintt| 
Among. othe];s, he dofiredme to remember that! 
was playingUAder a letter of licence, and confo 
queiUl];, byperfilkin^ I ihould greatly injure ai]( 
creditors^ Td this he added every, inducemei^ 
that feemed likely to fucceed. I was, howeveii^ 
ftill obftinate. 

He then entreated, that TwauTd only defer the 
(ubiKation till the end of the feafon. At length, 
yielding, to his reiterated entreaties, I gaj^e him 
my promife that I would confent to his wifiies,: 
a pxomife that J have never ceafed repenting of^ 
from the hour ia which I made it, to the prelent: 
for, had I p^rfevered in my intention, the world 
would have been clearly, convinced of the cruel^ 
with which I had been treated. 

But. Mr. Cajcraft was not indebted to me. id 
the leaft for thi» compliance. The efteem and 
rei^drl entertained for the gentleman who nego- 
ciated the afiur^ was my. only inducement. To* 
l^m,. and not to my betrayer, was the conceflibn. 
ll^de, I was (o exafperated at bis having pro- 
pagated 
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pigated a report that our reparation was occa- 
fioned by fome gallantries of mine, particularly 
witli the Earl of Harrington (as I have hinted be** 
fore, and Ulall further explain in my letter), that 
lought in juftice to myfelf to have expofed his 
feltacies at the time, 

feat it was always to be my lot unfortunately to 
be 6ver-ruled, when the Heps 1 was about to take 
were diftated by prudence* I can only attribute 
my imprudent concel!ion» in this cale, to the in<p> 
ligation of that evii genius, who generally coun- 
terafted every dcfign which feemed to be for my 
good. Not but that T am perfeftly fatisfied Mr. 
Colman had no other motive for his felicitations 
than friendfhip ; and this weighed much with me. 
The confideration of his own intereft was. out of 
the queftion ; for, had Mr. Calcraft and his aflb- 
ciates done any injury to the theatre, perfons o£ 
fuch over-grown fortunes would doubtlefs have 
made ample amends for whatever lofs the pro- 
prietors might have fuftained. There was, in 
Ihort, a fatality in it, the current of which 1 could 
not ftem. 

The following circumftance will likewife prove, 
that the fame evil genius, or foiAe other undif- 
cDverable caufe, ufually prevented me from pur- 
fuing the path that led to my welfere. The 
rupture between the proprietors was now come 

VOL. IV. I to 
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to a €r^3« This, as I w^ informed, rsndi 
neceflary for Mr. Golraan to get a paper i 
by tbe performers, cxpreffing their approb^ti 
his mans^ment^ ^d containing an zcqmei 
to be guided by his direction. 

This paper the manager broiught to me: 
4defired I woidd Cgn it. Upon which I ft 
told him, that as I was engaged to all f^ur < 
proprietors, it did aot .appea^tr to me, at firft 
to be prudent to Cgn ^i)y paper giving one i 
ference overrhe others. To wliich he re; 
that, as by tiki articles wbkh fubiiftedbetw^ei: 
a^nd the other proprietors he was allowed 
the only a^lng manager^ he could fee no in 
priety in my figning a paper which merel 
iated to that right* He theu added, that h( 
fo WisU aiEured I (hould, upon due reflexion, 
his way of thinking, that he would leavi 
paper with me, aadeat a diop with me the 

day* 

Mr. Colman wSis fcarcely gone, before 
Rutherford and Mr. Woodward came in ; a; 
have feme rcafon to think, on the fame bufii 
as the former immediately exclaimed, " Hav( 
** figned it?" Upon my anfwering in the i 
tive» but acknowledging tliat the paper wa 
with me for my conlideration, Mr. Ruthe 
wanted me to ihew it to him. This I abfol 

OB 
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I refbred to da; faying, I WDndered ai^y gentkmau 

J who profdied liberal ientiments could advife a 

I breach of truiL He told me tiiat, if he had ^6t 
ict| ■ • ^ 

hold of it, heivould havetmrnt it, as he w^ fu^e 

two capital performers had figned it, who would 

not have done fo, had another p^per beeh pre- 

ieoted ia dseir farour. Upon which I repeated 

what I had ^ud before ; adding, that I thought k, 

Aough trifling in itfelf, a breach of truft ; and it 

therefore becaf»e an tndifpenfjible duty for' me to 

keep it nnfeen. As foon as I had faid thi«, Mr. 

Rudierford m^nt -away in angen 

Mr» Woodward r^giaine4 behind, afuJ made ufe 

of every argumwU to dilji^ideme from figning it. 

He dwelt particularly upon the ill treatment J had 

received from Mr. Colmkn. This, ho\5?ever, I 

ought to have attributed to Powell, not Colmaii. 

But at length tired out with Mr. Woodward*s fo- 

licitatidns, urged by my gratitude to him, and in- 

ftigated by my ufual indifcretion, I confented to 

his requeft. I accordingly fent back the paper to 

Mr. Colman, with a card inclofed, acquainting 

him that I defired to decline figning it ; but hoped 

my refufal would not prevent me the favour of his 

company, agreeable to his own invitation. That 

gentleman, however, took no notice of my cara, 

«nd from that time we became /o/^//)r ftrangers. 


be 
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Thus was I ontc more ovcr-pcrfuadcd, cor 
.trary ifO pay own judgment, to purfuc a meafur 
which) as will be feen in the fequ«l, turned out 1 
• be the moft detrimeiltal to my intereft I Cou 
" have chofen.^— But the following unlucky incidei 
will fervc to prove more ftrongly than either 
the foregoing, that I am no favourite of Mada 
Fortu ne*s . A combulaiion of circumllahces x:oi 
fpired to blaft my long- encouraged hopes in d 
moment of completion, and furniflies afioth 
proof, among the many I have already given, 
the truth of * Hamlet's aflertion, that 

<< There's a divinity that fliapes our ends, 
** Rough-hew them how we will." 

About the conclufion of this feafon, Mr. Powi 
cameflufhed into the Green-room one evenin 
and informed me, that Mr. Benfley and he h 
dined at Lord Tyrawley's, where Mifs Nan 
O'Hara, who was his profefled admirer, had me 
tioned in converfation, that I fhould foon hav< 
confiderable legacy left me, Lady. Tyrawley bei 
' very ill. I ufually had a fummons every cveni 
to wait upon her ladjfhip, and upon, my retui 
ing home, I accordingly found one, requefti 
that I would go to Som^rfet houfe ; but bei 
much indifpofed from a violent cold, and grea 

• Hamlet, Aa V. Scene IL 

fatigui 
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fatigued, as I had that night played Alicia, impelled 
by the fame wayward deftiny that had fo often 
direfted my determinations, I refolved to poft- 
pone my vifit till the morning. 

I did fo ; and about nine o'clock received a 
note from her lady (hip's woman, informing me 
that ber miftrels had died at three that morning. 
I She added, that his lordfhip had come at five, 
when he locked himfelf up, and, after having 
examined all her ladyfhip's papers, had gone away, 
leaving ftrifl: orders with her not to have any com- 
munication whatfoever with me, upon pain of his 
difpleafure/ His lordfhip gave as a reafon for this> 
rcftriftion, that he had found, during his rum-. 
mage, a letter of mine, which had convinced him 
of what he had once doubted, of my having en- 
couraged her ladyfhip to refufe his requeft, rela- 
tive to cutting off the entail of an eftate. 

This, like many other of my imputed faults, 
originated from a miflake.— Indeed, moft of the 
aftions of my life have been in the fame manner 
perverted ; by which means I have been . loaded: 
with cenfures that I do not really defcrve. — Er- 
rors enoiigh I know I have been guilty of ; but 
thefe have been fo multiplied and mifreprefented, 
that it is become neceflary for me to lay a true 
ftatement of them before you and the world. — Ta 
know that your friendfliip has not been leffened 

I3 . by 
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by thefe mifreprefentations, is one of the gzjfeateft; 
bleffings I at prefent enjoy,— I am forry to fay, 
that 1 fear the world too much delights in fcandal, 
for me to hope that my condufi has been viewed 
l>y them in the farac favourable light.— I will, 
however, truft that thefe prejudices are not irre>- 
inoveable.-^I will hope diat, when the account I 
am now employed on, reaches the public, it will 
be received with the fame, candour and kindnefs, 
with which my attempts to gain their favour in 
my theatrical profeffion were once rewarded, i 

Bat to return to his Lordihip.-^I tbtnk I in- 
&imed you, in one of the preceding lettjeis^ that 
Lord Tyrawley*s privatd marriage with his lady 
prevented him from receiving the fortune he cx- 
pefted to have had with hefr. InfteEad of w^ich^ 
when tlie feparation between them tbok placei he 
was obliged to allow her a handfotxie incomjc at 
)\is wife« His lordfhip like wife put her in pof- 
fefTion of the apartments, plate, &c. 8kc. which mf 
mother abdicated upon, her quarrel with him, at 
pelated in the rarly part of my hiftory 

Upon the death of Lord Bleflington's fon,^Lady 
Tyrawicy, and her brother the noble Earl, were. 
the only perfons in the entail of the family eftate. 
Lord Tyrawley being at that time much diflrelied, 
from having a young family iaid to him, which, 
jin all probability hacould have no right to» he ap- 

i. plied 
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plied to his lady to join ia cutting off the i*ever- 
fion, that he might be stble to difpofe of it^ 

I have already acquainted you with moft of the 
pai;ticulars of that application from his lordfliip, 
and of the letters which paffed between them upon 
the occafion, but fome continuation is now ne- 
ceflary. At the time this happened, I was at 
Hollwood. Her ladyfhip fent me her hufband's 
firft letter, and fiemed by the conclufion of hei 
own to fay, that fhe was determined to refufe his 
Iord(hip*s requelt ; as fhe meant every thing fhe 
had to leave as an addition to my daughter's for- 
tune. I anfwered her ladyfliip's letter, tliank- 
ing her in- the ftrongefl terms foi? her friendfhip ; 
and) Without any explanatimi, |ki4, I fend the in- 
clofed ; whereas I ought to have diflinguifhed it 
by faying, I return^ kc. In diis ftate my letter 
W8» found at Somerfet-houfe, and my good pa- 
tron, friendj fiither, or lo^d, feemed to believe 
from it, that his wife's reftrial proceeded from my 
advice. I was thus coniidbred as guilty ,^ and inii- 
mediately condemned at his houfe kt Leiceften- 
fields, where the family were no friends to me. 
No win was brouglxl ferth ; ^nd I neter law his 
iofdfhip aiier, but Qi!ice in the &reeil"room« and 
at; his own houCb^, whe^be was firft confiiled by 
t^ difor<kr whidi €ar»ed him off. 

' 1 4 Have 
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Have I not reaforiy think you, to complain 
once more of the unkind attacks of fortune ? Wa$ 
it poffible to fuppofe that fuch untoward circum- 
ftances would have Hepped between me and my 
hopes, fo well-founded as they were? Yet, why 
Ihould T expeft liability in that wheel which from 
my earlieft year5, as you have feen, has been, fub- 
jeft to fudden and unexpcfted revolutions ? So 
often Ixave occafions prefented themfelves for 
making this remark, that I really fear they begin 
to appear tirefome repetitions.— May not however 
ihefe difappointments have been intended by 'the 
all-wife Difpofer of events, to promote ixjy real 
good !— That great moralift Shakfpere*, fpeak- 
ing of the blindnefs of mortals in their wiiheSf 
tells us^ that 

**.We, ignorant of ourfelves, 
«* Beg often our own harms ; which the wife powers 
** Deny us for our good : fo find wc profit 
• * By lofing of our prayers." 

Let me then indulge the thought ; and endeavour 
to difpcl 'the gloom which, when viewed in an^' 
other light, they caft over, the mind. 

When Lord Tyrawley was taken ill, led by tliat 
refpe£l and afFe£lion which I had always enter- 
tSiined for his Lordfhip, I went to pay my diity 
to him. Upon my entrance, I had the mortifi*- 

* Antony and Cleopatra, A& II. Scene I» 

^ cation 


r 
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cation to be repulfed by a domeftic^ who told tn^ 
that Mifs O'Hara knew my fenfibility to be too 
great to bear the fight of fo confpicuous a chap 
rafter, when degenerated into idiotifm ; and the 
* converfation I had with her during the mafque** 
rade in ** Man and Wife," the laft time flic faw 
me on the ftage, had convinced her that I could 
not poffibly have any pafSon but contempt for 
her. She therefore would not give me the trou- 
ble of an interview with a perfon to whom I had 
fhewn fo many marks of diflike. 

I found all my pailions awakened by this, in- 
fultlng meffage ; and forced my way, in fpite of 
every oppofition, into his Lordfhip's apartment* 
But bow ihall I defcribe the melancholy fpedade 
which there prefented itfelf ! My heart bleeds at 
the very recollefltion of it. There, alas ! I be- 
held that great man, who had.lhone, brightly 
fhone,. both in the field and cabinet, (" for when 
** aibldier was the theme, his name was not far 
•* off ) " ; who had with honour filled places of the 
higheft truft and confidence, and had been one 
of the firft ornaments of this country, funk into 
a ftate of debility and idiotifn). His Lordfhip 
was fitting up in his bed, wrapped in a fcarlet 
gown. His eyes were funk ; his tongue was lol- 

* During the mafquerade, I reproached her, as (he fat ?n 
the fiage-box^ for hcrlartiality to one of the performers. ^ 

Is ^^^S 


o- 


ling otft oil one (ide of his mouth ; and he ap" 
fe$x0d to be counting his fingers.— Heavens / 
what a lad revisrfe ! 

With a heart burfting wkh fondnefs and grief, 
I knelt dowii by the fide of the bed, and, taking 
hold of one of his hands, bathed it with my tears» 
I then fervently kifTed it, in hopes that would 
draw his attention towards me, and caufe him to 
i^Golleft me. — tnftead of which*, after fome time, 
he whifpered, " Send Aby,'* " I want Aby.** 
** Why does not Aby come?'* meaning Aby 
Fifber. Hearing him tb^s fpeak with fome de- 
gree of rationality, I requcfted tl>at he would look 
upon me; and faid every thing that I thought 
would revive his recolleftion- — but, ah ? in vain. 

Hearing only the fame difcordant notes re- 
peated from tliofe lips whofe every found was 
oncp harcmony to my cars, I quitted the room, 
fhocked beyond mcafurt with the fight I had be- 
held ; a fight which recalled to my memory the 
fimilarity of his Lordfhip's fituation with that of 
his gr^^t General^ who had taught him the way to 
glory, and who had experienced, like him, a fe* 
cond childhood* 

As I went to my chair^ I was told by an old 
domeftic, that the ungrateful young man he had 
called for, who had been foftered by his Lord« 
ihip's humailicy^ after having been intiHMliioed; 

when 
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when ah infant, in a baftct, or by fomc other 
* unaccountable means, from the gate of his Lord-f 
(hip*s houfe at Blackhcatfi, now even refufed to 
give his patfoh the ohly pleafure he was capable 
of receiving, that of feeing him play «pon the 
violin ; for, as his Lordlhip was totally bereft of 
the fenfe of hearing, confequently his talents, as 
to founJy were tjfelefs. ■ ■ m . 

Nay, fo far had his Lordfhip's partiality for 
him gained ground, that having, after fbme time, 
recovered a ray of reafon, he informed his fon, 
the prefent gallant General, or elfe direfted Mi'ft* 
O'Hara to acquaint him, that he muft provicje 
himfelf with a lodging, as Mr; Fifher (the prefent" 
amiable Doftor) could not be diflddged*-— Thus • 
are nature and every tender innate feeling deaden-- 
ed, if not totally deftVoyed^ by the defigning, difli- 
pated, ungenerous perfon, who continually is in 
the prefence of the declining invalid, and which 
generally ends in obtaining a perfect command. 

G.A. B. 
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November 23, 17— 

jS/jL Y vifit to Lord Tyrawley had fo great an 
effect upon my mind, that I was immediately at- 

I 6 tacked 
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tacked with a diforder which carried with it a 
probability of proving fatal ; and it certainly 
would have done fo, had I been called by the 
prints to . the theatre, and been unable to have 
dpne my duty there : But Mr. Colman prevented 
me from experiencing fo, mortifying a trial, by 
introducijig, at the beginning of this feafon (the 
fecond of my prefent articles), a young woman 
named Miller. 

This perfon had nothing to recommend her 
but the aAing manager's favour, a circumftance 
which plainly evinced the unlimited power of gen- 
tlemen in that department ; who, we fee from this 
inftance, can dare to foift upon the public any 
being for whom they may have conceited a par- 
tiality, or whom they intend to fet up as a mark 
of refentment againft another performer. Had I 
now pofleffed the fame fpirit I did when the pretty 
Cordelia appeared, who indeed had youth and 
elegance to boaft of, the manager might not have 
found the taik he had undertaken fo eafy as he 
did ; but my filence upon the occafion, which 
proceeded from a confcioufnefs of indifcretion, 
and the conftant difappointment of my hopes, 
made raypaffivenefe appear the efFeft of indifpo- 
fition ; confequently this puppet was permitted to 
go on, though a very, very indifferent fubftitute. 

- When 
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When the benefits came to be fettled, my ill- 
nefs obliged me to fix upon a piece in which I 
could appear without much exertion. Andro- 
mache,, in ** The Diftreft Mother," feemed as 
fuitable as any, that play being efteemed the 
ftrongeft in the company ; Mr. Powell playing 
Oreftes ; Mrs. Yates, Hermione ; and myfelf, An- 
dromache. Having never been accuftomed to ajk 
as a favour what I imagined I had a right to ex-- 
feU^ I did not apply to Mrs. Yates to perform her 
part ; as fhe had lately played it, I had no appre« 
henfion of her not doing it now. What the 
cuftom may be at prefent, I am unacquainted 
with ; but at that time it was unufual to requefi a 
performer's appearance, unlefs a new part was to 
be ftudied. 

However, upon the play being advertifed, I re-* 
ceived a note from the intended Helen's daughter, 
in a high ftyle indeed : to this I replied ; and, in 
a few days, I was not a little furprifed to fee the 
deje&ed Trojan Queen's correfpondence with the 
beautiful Grecian Princefs in the public 'papers* 
I am fure Mrs. Yates's behaviour upon tliis oc* 
cafion muft have been the confequence of fbme 
mifreprefentation, as I have fince had the ftrongeft 
inftances of this lady's humanity and proffered 
civility, which indeed I could have no poflible 
right to expert. 

Whca 
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' fame time knocked at the fide-window. I was^ 
greatly alarmed, and experienced perturbations 
for which I can no otherwife account, than from 
the uncommonnefs of the circumftance. I not- 
withftanding did as I was ordered ; when, to my. 
inexpreilible furprife, I beheld my impafiioned 
elder, who feemed to me to have broke his wind 
to Ihew his gallantry. 

As he could not immediately fpeak, I aiked him, 
repeatedly, what was the occafion of fuch Q:iad- 
nefs ? Upon which, unbuttoning his furtout^ not 
only to recover breath, but to dazzle me with the 
gold lace upon his coat,, wifely judging, that as a 
woman I muft be captivated by finery, he in a 
panting voice told me, he had given me a; fub-^ 
ftantial proof of his affedion at my benefit, be- 
fides thirty pounds, the balance of a former debt 
for money borrowed uppn my jewels, and which 
he had never demanded. 

Hearing this uncommon falutation, I defired 
my panting lover, in a very refolute tone, to go 
about his bufinefs ; for, if he did not, I would 
inform his young lady of lus depravity and folly.- 
I then told him, that if ever he prefumed, upon 
any account, to take fuch a liberty with me again, 
I was not fo friendlefs, but that fome perfon 
would intereft themfelves in my caufe, and punifh 
his infolencc, 

I had 
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tions,. therefore, at hearing that revered name, 
are fcarcely to be conceited of defcribed. I hs 
lieve Penelope was not mofp happy in meeting 
her long-loft Ulyfles ; nor Achilles his Patroclus ;. 
or, to bring the comparifon nearer home, a fond 
love-iick girl to fee the objeft of her alfcftiom ; 
thah I was to meet tills bcft of women, wholt 
every little! Civility feemed to contain lb tand^ 
gdod-nature, with fuch fincere marks of regard^ 
diat they made an impreffion which can never be 
eradicated from my mind. 

Upon this lady*s entrance, her copartner iti^ 
tile tambour accofted her with, ** 1 am glad yon 
** are come. How go affairs 6n in the Houfc of 
^ Lords?'* To which intebogation Ae vifitor 
replied, ** That Ihc had the greateft reafon to hope 
for fuccefs, as well from the juftice of the caufd,, 
as from the equity of the court before which it 
wa8 ; whofe decifions Were fo judicious, that they 
Were fcarcely ever repined af, even, by ihofe who 
loft what they contended for/*^ 

**^ Well f" returned her Grace of Queenfberry. 
•* you muft now decide what h to be done in 
** the court of Covent-Cfarden, upon the fecond 
** or third of April. Your Qgeen of Troy i» 
•* left alone ; for the Greciaa Princefs has de^ 
" clared that (he fhall meet her Heftor on the 
** o^her fide of the Stygian Lake, before Ihe will 

"^ " affift 
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•* affift her." The univerfal laugh which this 
droll fpeech excited was greatly increafcd by the 
inflexibility of the lady's countenance. As foon 
as the laughter was fubfided, her Grace remarked, 
that, notwithftanding the pleafantry which had 
juft pafled, the determination was of as much im- 
portance to mfy as that of the great Douglas cauie 
was to them, as I played under a letter of licence, 
and had nothing to fupport me but the produce 
of my benefit. 

" Romeo and Juliet," " Venice Preferved," 
and " Cleonc,'* were feverally propoied,. and all 
rejefted, from my not being able to fuflain my 
charaAers in them, through' the weaknefs I was 
labouring under ; at laft her Grace concluded, 
alTuming at the fame time an air of as much im- 
portance, as if fhe had found out a method to pay 
off the national debt, that it muft be " The Al- 
** bion Queens." She thought, fhe fald, upoa 
recolleftion, that I was like Mary, Queen of 
Scots. 

The latter part of the Dutchefs^s fpeech over- 
whelmed me with confufion ; when her Grace, 
laughing, faid, fhe was glad to fee, that after hav- 
ing been fo many years in public, keeping fuch 
fne company, and having travelled fo much, I 
betrayed fuch evident marks of modefly. The 
Dutchefs of Douglas chid her Grace, who cer- 
tainly 
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tairrly pofleffed the moft feeling heart, notwith- 
ftanding it was contained in fo rude a mould : 
Upon which fhe replied, ** I fuppofe it will-be a 
** matter of pleafure, inftead of mortification^ 
** when I inform Belkmy, that I have always en- 
" quired after her." — I bowed ; the play was fixed 
on ; and I very gladly took my leave. 

I have already given you my fentiments upon 
her Grace's behaviour, and that at a time I was 
fmarting under the laflies received at a former vi- 
fit : I fhall therefore only fay here, that though I 
Was fenfible of the honour of being admitted to 
Queenlberry-Houfe, which was always attended 
with pr'.uniary advantages even beyond my ex- 
peftationSy yet I would very willingly have de- 
clined the honour, and even thefe advantages, 
could I have done it without the imputation of 
difrefpe£t and ingratitufle, as I was fure of meet- 
ing with fome farcafm, which in a manner de^ 
ftroyed the benefit. Her Grace of Douglas en- 
gaged me to break&ft the next day, where, tout i 
cgntrairiy I met with the moft agreeable reception 
that real cordiality, unmixed with caprice, can 
beftow. 

At length the day of my benefit came. The 
Douglas caufe was decided that day in their fa- 
vour, to the very great mortification of the houfe 
yoi Hamilton, When my two patronefles ap- 

pearedi 
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pearedi the applaufe was great, but, upon the 

young gentleman's enterii^, it increafed ; and the 

Putchefs of Douglas making more ceurtefiet 

upon tbe oecafion than her companion thought 

needful, ihe leaned over the youn^ gentleman 

ivh<^ fat t)etw€en them, and cried out, ** Sit 

•* down, Peg !'* This had fticb an effeft upon 

ipe^ who fiood on the fame fide, ready to make 

my appearance, that I bvirft into futb a fit of 

laughter as preve^ed me firom going on imme-*^ 

diately, as I ought to have done. But this was 

lipt alL Her Grace being in high good-humour^ 

(he kept callilig out, oecafionaliy, loud enough^ 

fiMT loe to. hf»t, ^' WeU &id^ Mary !" '' Bravof 

^' ^lary.l'^ whichi uaitedf with the former, was 

very acmt turmng the faid fiory we were enl^ing 

IHt^ a TE«gM^QOftedy v for it wa» widt tbe gteateft 

4ifficuli7 I couU keep jsqr iiflble fafiultil» kiraH^ 

4ecorum* 

At the coriclu&n Df die feafoitv £ faunc) thals it 

had turned out a Very beneficial Oneik This aroir 

lRo« only fffotn the patrofwge df the ladies already 

mentioned^ and itiany others, but it receiydd 

fome addition from the generofity of an urtex*- 

ptded benefactor i of which^ though truly ridi« 

«;Ulous in itfeif^ I aifii tempted to give you the par^ 

licttUrft ; ae>parhapl^ they may hw^ the fame efieft 

upon your mufcles, as the , Dtitchefs of Qjieenf*- 

.berrjr'fi virbal applaufe had upon mine. 

An 
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^T An old gouty Kiu^it^ Bttker, aaid AUenmn,. 
^1 had e&tntaiiicd a paniality for me. As his lady 
was an elq;ant and acoomplifhed woib^hi, and in 
pofleffion of yoath as well as a fortune, it is really 
ti& be wondered at ttac ibe fliovM hate fiicrificed 
baf^ to waning age 2nd difeafe, merely fer tbt 
&kt of a ude. But my old fiiend vtrified die 
adage of ** Tout jour perdri^ m vatti rUnJ^ He 
Itad fe&t me at my ben^t sm ttxszordksasrj pre- 
fent , and as his honour was not aceuftomed ti> 
do generous deeds, I mig^t naturally hare fup-^ 
pofed Aat I was not to pU<^ it to the fcote tidiec 
of ktttianiiy ot liberatity. 

He accoi^if^y caHed temt days ^rfter» when he 
was informed that I was nor at home ; but 
ft^fting the reracaty of my fervsnt, he went te^ 
fsme linle diftance, and ordered Ae boafe to be 
watfihed. l^z fhoit time after I went otft ; aikl 
whether his Mercury had not read9y foand him» 
Of kie corpulence had curbed his a£tivityv I can- 
not fay, but he &A nor overtake my cbairtill 1 
had reached Leicefter-ho^fe. 

I diere heard a vcice, feemingly <rf a peribii out 
of breath, cry, ** Stop, chairmen^ ftop»** T*he 
two-legged poneys, however, continued their trot \ 
at lait a man, in a horfeman's coat, O^Oc up to 
fine fide of the chair, and, in an imperative tone, 
commanded the chairmen to fet down ; he at th^ 

fame 
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fame time knocked at the fide-window. I was 
greatly alarmed, and experienced perturbations 
for which I can no otherwife account, than from 
the uncommon nefs of the circumftance. I not* 
withflanding did as I was ordered ; when, to my. 
inexpreilible furprife, I beheld my impailioned 
elder, who feemed to me to have broke his wind 
to Ihew his gallantry. 

As he could not immediately fpeak, I aiked him, 
repeatedly, what was tlie occafion of fuch q:iad- 
nefs ? Upon which, unbuttoning his furtout^ not 
only to recover breath, but to dazzle me with the 
gold lace upon his coat,, wifely judging, that as a 
woman I muft be captivated by finery, he in a 
panting voice told me, he had given me a fub-^ 
ftantial proof of his afiedion at my benefit, be- 
fides thirty pounds, the balance of a former debt 
for money borrowed uppn my jewels* and which 
he had never demanded. 

Hearing this uncommon falutation, I defired 
my panting lover, in a very refolute tone, to go 
about his bufinefs ; for, if he did not, I would 
inform his young lady of his depravity and foUy^ 
I then told him, that if ever he prefumed, upon 
any account, to take fuch a liberty with me again, 
I was not fo friendlefs, but that fome perfon 
would intereft themfelves in my caufe, and punifh 
his infolence, 

I bad 
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1 had no fooner faid this, than in an inftant away 
tny gentleman went; and notwithftanding I had 
been heartily frightened at his approach, yet to fee 
the fhort fquab fkattling away as if hehadt:rackers 
at his tail, prefented fuch a ridiculous fcene, that 
I could not help burfting into an immoderate fit 
of laughter. In this I was joined by the very 
chairmen, who had heard the curious converfation, 
and had reconnoitred my Turtle-eater ; fo that it 
was fome moments before they could take up 
their burthen, that is, their chair ; for, as for my- 
felf, I was reduced to my original goffomer. 

I afterwards mentioned the incident to one of 
his lady's intimates: (he was highly entertained 
with it, and declared, (Re would make her friend 
acquainted with it. She at the fame time in- 
formed me, that this flower of gallantry, at home, 
appeared to be the moft docile and fond help-mate 
fhe ever knew. 

1 never heard any more from or of this mirror 
of knighthood, till I read in the news-papers, 
fome (hort time after, that he had made his entrie 
into the family vault. And I much fear the proof 
he gave of his aftivity upon the above-mentioned 
occafton fent him fome years fooner to his long 
home than if he had aftcd the part of a fober 
citizen,, and the difcrtet father of a numerous 
family. 1 am the more induced to draw this con- 

cluiion. 


clciliQUf from its h»ing annioiincid that his death 
^wsis pccjifioned by aa aftbQeia» which proved &ial 
from the broking of a blood-v^|. 

Not lojpg aft^r, Mrs. Smi^ (whom I hav£ 
m^re than once mentioned), a relation of tbs 
fcnigb^» oame to put me in miad of the thirty 
pO¥n4$ I ftood indebted to him* left it ihoiild 
.be d^i^andfid at an ineonvonient timo. •* As 
&fi inform^ed tafi of his d^^» ihe acqompanied 
iiie infprnidtion with tear^, the commuoa tribute 
.paid to a w<^by coffin. Smn^ which* I could 
not help telQng her of his galiant attack upon 
«ie. As ihe was a pattern of virtue hmiblf, ihe no 
fooner received the intelligence^ dian ihe wiped 
Bway the pearly drops, and had recourfe to the 
other feniaie wisapons, by wluch fhe forcibly 
proved her inveterate abhoritoce of connubial in* 
fideliiy. 

As I know not that I (hall be able to terminate 
tiiia letter wiih a more memotajble incident than 
the feiiegoing, I will do fo> ene the fmik boa isft 
your hce; for I am fure even my lifeleis repro- 
fentation of it myft have raifed that pleafuraUb 
appcaisnce on your lovely cQunt^iance.-*-What 
hilarity would it have afforded you^ had you 
been a difxnterefted fpeAatoi! of the kughafale 
iaene!-t^I have no doubt biut you woujd havie 
onjoycd k eif^ea in a bighec degree than I did.T-r* 

Not 
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Not even ^a^pere's fyt knight, in any of the 
bunioarotts difbefles his wanton attadcs on the 
dames of Windfor led him into, couU^ furnifli 
yoQ with a fnrer fbnd of nurth, than the amoxoiis 
ially of my city knight would hav€ done. 

G. A. B. 


T 
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December t, X7-« 


H E fummer following, his maje% of Den^ 
mark viijted England ; wh«n Mr, Garrick, who 
wanted performers, as all tbofe belonging to the 
London theatres had by this tiine joined tlieir 
feveral companies in their fummer excurlionS| 
^nd none were to be coUeded upon the occafion 
but thofe at Richmond, made application to Mr* 
Woo4ward, and reqaefie4 that he would ajCk me. 
I coi^pUed vrixh £reat rejadi^f f$, Vut upon cpn*^ 
dition tiiat leave was obtained of the afting ma^ 
nager. Mr. Woodward thought this uiuiecefiary, 
an4 faid he intended applying to Mr, Harris, who 
would, no doubt, fign a liberty for me, at t^i^ iaj[nq 
time he did ,for him. 

' The fitft piece we perfijrmed was the " S|ifpi-t 
<« ciQus Hufband^" i^ which I played Clarinda, 

I 4 Upon 
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Upon my appearance^ there was oiie perfon hifled. 
As this Was a falutation I was not acquainted 
withy I could not help receiving pain from it ; but 
upon Mr. Garrick's faying it was apparent ma- 
lice, as the general, opinion was evidently for me, 
I compofed myfelf, and played as well as I could. 

** The Provoked Wife*^ was the fecond piece 
that we performed, in which I appeared in the 
character of Lady Fanciful. In the laft Aft, the 
perfon, whofe bufinefs it was, not having called 
me, Mr Garriqk was juft going to be witty upon 
the occafion, as you may recolleft my worthy 
friend, Mr. Quin, was upon my n6n-appearancc, 
from a very particular incident, many years be- 
Fore ; but my entering juft as he had advanced for 
that purpofe prevented his wit from being for 
-that time made known ; and 1 could never find 
but what occafion he would have fixed on to Ihew 
his fatire. 

I muft here add, that the incidents may not 
be difunlted, that the beginning of the next fea- 
fon his Danifli Maijefty came to fee " Jane ShOre>" 
at Covent-Garden, in which I played Alicia; 
When obferving the royal vifitor to prefer the 
charm of Somnus to the Tragic Mufe, and un- 
willing that he ftiotild lofe tht fine aSiing it might 
be fuppofed he came to fee, I drew near to his 
box^ and with a moft violent exertion of voice, 
4 which 
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which the part admitted, cried out,/^ Oh ! thou 
" fklfe Lord !'* by which I fo efFeftually roufed 
his majefiy, that he told the unfortunate Comte de 
Bathtnore (who, as 1 have already informed you» 
ufed to be a frequent vifitor at my houfe), that he 
would not be married to a woman with fuch a 
bell voice^ upon any account, as he fhould never 
expcft to fleep. 

This fummcr Mr. Powell died. The laft time 
I ever faw him he requeftcd my pardon, and af- 
iured me he would make atonement, the next win- 
ter, for the injury he had done me in my profeiEon. 

The concluding feafon of my agreement I was 
feldom called upon at the theatre ; and indeed the 
fevere indifpoiition I had undergone had feft me fo 
weak, that I (hoold have executed my duty with 
great difficulty, as I always made it an invariable 
Tule to play when called upon, were I able to rife ; 
nor did I ever engagb perfons to applaud me, or 
pay the doers of the papers to put in puff's to im* 
pofe upon ^he public, under the fignature of " Im- 
** partial Writers.'* 

:Now I am upon tliis fubjed, I will fend yoii c 
fpecimen 6f the dependence that in general is to 
be placed on the accounts given in the papers bj 
thofe fort of writers. Though it happened manf 
years before the period I am upon, yet it wiM not 
be the lefs a-prapos here. 

v Q L. I V. K Durii^ 
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DuViVfg liic inchiorabJe arun: of ^* Roomed; 2hii. 
". Juliet,** at Drury-L^w, the litd^ir J<ihn' HiH*, 
li^rho had not at that time Been knighted, was the 
Editoi: of a news-paper ; I think it was ckUti 
the *' G^ray's-Inn Journal,'* but amliot fure. In 
that fiapfer, he did me tlie honour to be very h^ 
vrfhiin my 'f)raife^: for which I gave bhu credit, ab 
1 had not then the pleafure to know htou^ '. . 

U^bh my return to C6vcht-Gardcn, he one 
evening fwain into tht Green^Room, during thi 
reprefentatioh of that play, and when 1 was Called 
to go to the baltdriy, the fci^n^^ on which he had 
been moft exuberant iiiliis e^itogiUnis^ he grtatly 
aftonilhcd tm^ by fayihg,* " I muiSr go andfee if, 

for I hear it is the finift pi^ce of afting in thfe 

whole performance," 1 'c6ild Aot ^refift t»P»- 
ing hackj to alk him if he had* not wrbte a cri- 
tique* upon it ? To wiiich He Tejdred, withta be- 
com'mg non cbalentCy th^ he had written St from 
what he heard at the*Bedford, aiid^ nevdr till that 
©vciirng had an opportunity of 'feeing it. 

As " Romeo and Juliet'* Svas a (landing difh 
ftt both thfedtres,' at ihat perioid, for two years run- 
4ring,"it might be fuppofed that all the critiqncfe 
of that gcritleman, as well as thb fraternity ih 
general, were equally the i*efult of obftrV^tiOn and 
judgtnent. Indeed, I belleVe moft of the praifc or 
ccnfure we read in the papers is put in by the 

partizans 
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parti zans or enertries of the ^etformers ; except 
in new pieces, when the editors think it their duty 
to give the pubHc, \V-ith an accotint of the per- 
. foirmance, the nieirfts ot 'ddmefrits W the aftors and 
aftrefles . 

Excufe this lotig dijgtef&on. Twill now return 
to my narr^tive.^^This fdrntrner 1 was not only 
difengaged fr6m the theatre, biit from my eni- 
ployment kt Cbmte Haflang's ; Which was occa- 
fioncd by the fdliowing circumftamfce : 1 had bor- 
rowed, fome tiiiie bfefore, forty guineas of Mr. 
Wboiward, to pay mycoal-Hlerchaiit ; for though' I 
would not receive any pecuniary favburs from 
that gentle'man myfelf, I msde no fctuple to bor- 
row of himto acconiiniodatedthers. 'Mr. Wood- 
ward having now occafioli fot'ihe'tndney, and it 
'nbt being in ray j)dwer to repay it, I applied to 
the Comte for it. fift Excellency told me "he had. 
not that fum by him, but referred me to Mrs. 
Myers. You muft kndW that this lady, who was 
the widow of his valet- de-chambre, had been his 
houfekeeper, but at this period was tranflated to 
the high office of being his governante ; for as his 
Lordfhip was immerfed in politics, the court, the 

I club, and public places, he had not time to ma^ 
nage hlmfelf. 
Being thus referred to her, I fent to fpeak wiih 
her in tlie anti-chamber, through which all the 
♦ . K 2 people 
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people of fafhion pafs to go to the chapel gallery. 
No pen can defcribe the ludicrous fcene that paf- ' 
fed upon the occalion ; let it fuffice to fay, tliat I 
the lady had no obje£lion to a few oaths, and f 
that (he fpoke plain Englifh. At firft it afforded % 
diveiiion to the gentlemen 'who happened to be i 
palling through the room ; but at laft, provoked . 
hj feme words I unfortunately let drop, flie pour- 1 
ed fuch a torrent of grofs abufe upon her Lord | 
and benefador, that I took myfelf off; and -at the | 
fame time took fuch an averfion to her, that 1 | 
declined going to the houfe ; nor did I ever of- 
ficiate more. 

I now determined to retire to my houfe at 
Strand on the Green, and wait the iffue of what* 
ever fhould happen. In a fhort time I received a 
vifit from Mr. Cook, a gentleman belonging to a 
particular department in the theatre, who told me 
he was forry to be the meflenger of unwelcome 
news, but he came from Me*. Colman to inform 
pae, that if I would accept of Jix pounds a week, 
he would engage me ; if not, he Ihould no longer 
look upon me as one of tlie company. 

I could ill brook this meflage, as it was adding 
an infult to an affront. Had Mr. Colman fent 
me a difcharge, it would have carried with it more 
of tliat candour by which his aftions are generally 

guided i but, as I had certainly treated that gen^ 

tl^an; 


6. A. BELLAMY. I97 

tleman ill, I did not complain ; confcioias of my 
error, I hope he will forgive me when I declare, 
that I have Ihot my arrow o'er my head, which 
has recoiled and only hurt myfelf. 

Mr. Harris called upon me that day, or the 
next, and feemed much hurt at the ailair. He 
confoled me with the hopes of the fuit being foon 
ended ; when, he alTured me, tliat I fhould be re- 
inflated in my former fituation. 

A coolnefs had now taken place between Mr. 
Woodward, who boarded with me at Strand, and 
Mr. Hoole, about fome advice the latter had givf 11 
relative to a benefit. This was a fevere -ftroke 
upon me, a? it produced the fame effeft between 
the family and myfelf. My regard was fincerc, 
and was increafed by obligation. 

I had bred up a near relation (a nephew) from 
an infant, in a manner which would be necef^ 
fary to make him appear like a gentleman, in 
which line I had then reafon to believe I fhould 
be able to maintain him. He was at Weflmin- 
fter, was placed in #ne of the firft boarding-houfes, 
and enabled to keep company with the principaj 
boys in the fchool, not only for quality, but ge- 
nius, to whom he feemed to give the preference. 
Among thefe, the Rev. Mr, Hayes, and young 
Ford, fon of Doftor Ford, both poflefled of fhining 
part$, were his particular intimates* 

K 3 Tl\<; 
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The alteratioa w^iich bad t^Jte^ pjac^ ia my 
citcuJDafianges i:eadered an alteration in his mpdp 4 
of educalioA PAedful ; I therefore wrote to njy '* 
mother, when 1 was in Scotland, defiring her to 
tak« hiiii iieiu Weftmiofter, and place him where i 
lie miglit Icacp arithmetic : flie accoKlii^gly did ^" 
lb, and I regiilarly fent the money ta pay th^ cxt | 
penccs. My yPVftg gentleman's pride was much i 
hurt by this arrangem?^t; but as ^r^ Wood-? 
ward had taken hira to hve at ch^ml^ers with him, \ 
and indulged him iQ what he iHought req^ifite^ 
we. never caine to an explanation till the l^ft 
winter. 

I dien informed him that I had found a capital 
houfe in the (jity that was willing to rcceii:e him ; 
to which he replied^ with all the qonfequence.that 
xVQ^Id iv^v9 become aDutce had he been infulted) 
tliat I iniglil Iwf^ frved myfelf tjie trouble, fpr t 
}i,ad bred \\\x^ as 9 gentleman, and Oiould f^ppprt. 
him ^^5 fuab; Hi^ infpl&ri^e ^ggrs^atirig ipei \ 
ailscd bim^ V^ith a fiipercUiQus fmile, why lie did 
r\ot fly, and r^vieft the iqtereil pf his fchool-fel* 
low,' Sir Watkyn- Williams Wyr^n, of wl>ofe ac* 
q.uaintance he; bpafbed fo much }, His answer was, 
before he wpuld be a wretched dependent upon 
any xs^^vx op'eaxth, he would wait till he was of 
age to he i^iiit^cd, and prefer carrying a ipuf-^ 

quet. 

Tlic^ 
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Tie. f|wrii( Qf iUq hoy.fk^&id.mCf ^ &Qm 

that Ixaur tjcfoivcd iiat u> ourb iii. . Hfi. was a 

p^egtiaypuLitfi i^ Mr, HwJq'^i &OTily:; and ^S tj)f\^ 
gjeuUem^U i$ po^^fl^d.^f Q^e p£fthe beft' qC h^^rts* 
ia addUipi^ tp bis QjiJiej qualificatiQDs, it wiis uoii 
loixg bcfiorp he. obtj^iupd for oiy nephew: a bfeyct 
io the^iwiipurable the J^aft-Io^ia Company's fer- 
vice at Banaitey. . . . 

The difficulty was how to fit hub aiit. .As my 
^panfjes were but i\i a^ ind^fFeri^nt fituatipn, I 
was obliged to try my credit ; and failing in that, 
to th^ amount of about eightywor ninefy poinds, 
I ^ppUtd tOiMr. W-oodward, who faid 'he would 
ad vance tlie mon^y lipon Jfis < bond; as h6 well 
knew, though a mmorj his principles and honour - 
were fuch as he could depend upori. 

My worthy. frieiid Mr. Hdole now introduced 

htm to a-genrieman of the India-Woufe^ named 

Gorbet ; whb nW only lent'hJfh 'tWelvcsguineas, 

but'lpoke. to:a Ga'ptaiiiiin his fav6ur,'knd^cv<r6a 

him uncbmtnon civHtties. hBefixles this tteftimbr^f 

- ?. • 

ef friendfhip, I was indebted to MrV Hoole tH^ 
{x&ii of forty pounds, which I am^forry toTay ftSI 
#e(»ains unpaid, Tiifefe circumftances undbubt* 
e4ly mad^ nie= feel' this xoolnefe more feverely 
Attiv otherwife IffiouM h^ve done ; and I do hot 
imow that any deprivation of fedhg reat 'friends 
evcj gave me fucji |*enfible pain. 

k 4 But 
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But thefe revolutions in friendfhips are, T fee^ 
as certain and unavoidable, as the common vi- 
ciifitudes in all human affairs. Even thofe which 
appear to be the firmeft founded, which have a 
fimilarity of fentiment and difpofition for theif 
bafis, are not fometimes proof againft tlie feebleft 
blafts of difcord.— ^How finely has my immortal 
poet defcribed this frailty, and confirmed tlie fore* 
going obfervation * ! 

•• Qh! world, thy flippery turns! friends now faft 

'* fworn, 
*^ Whofe double bofoms feem to wear one heart, 
■*' Whofe hours, whofe bed, whofe meal, and exercifc, 



'* Are dill together^ who twine, as 'twere, in Ibve 
** Unfeparable; fhall within this hour, 
^* Onadiffenfion ofa^oit|break out 
" To bitter enmity." 

At the coodufion of the fummer, Mr. Wood* 
ward eng^d with his former opponent, Foote, 
to go to Scotland, and to play during the fummer 
at the little theatre. As I had now no bufiiiefs to 
call me to town, I determined to remain at Strands 
and divert myfelf with books, birds, and writ^ig. 
I began a comedy ; but unfortunately, Thali^ 
had no fooner honoured me with a yifit, than (be 
was obliged fuddenly to decamp, upon accoimt 
df the return of a far more difagreeable vifitadS^ 

* Coriolanus, A£t IV. Scene III. 

the 


G. A. BELLA MY. 20I 

the pain in my fide ; a gucft with whcfe intru-^ 
fions I had long been troubled, and of whom, 
notwithftanding all my endeavours, I could not 
totally get rid. This obliged me to come to. 
town, as I liad no opinion of any of the phyfical 
gentlemen but Mr, Adair, to whofe fkill and un- 
remitting attention I had been frequently in-^ 
debted. 

I had now no dependence but on Comte Ha* 
flang'si promifed friendfhip, and a few jewels, the 
relifts of Mifs Meredith's legacy, the very thoughts 
of parting from which almoft broke my heart* 
Notwithftanding this, I wrote to a lady, without 
confidering her tafte for expence, and the cpn* 
traded ftate of my finances, to procure me a 
lodging for a few weeks, for myfelf and one maid* 
fervant. Accordingly I fet off the next day, 
leaving the cook, gardener, and footman, to take 
care of my treafure at Strand. 

.At the time Mr. Woodward firft made the 
propofal to board with me, he had laid in wine, 
coals, candles, &c« &c. and infifted (as he had 
engaged for a year, and as he hoped I ^ would per- 
mit him to return in the fummer) upon paying 
the whole fum he had agreed for, not#itbiland< 
ing his abfence. All £dfe punctilio ceafed upon 
this occafion; and, when he fet c^ for Scotland, 

K 5 hp 
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he kft mf the. qij^rf^i-s |?ioney, together with 
aJU hi$ wri|ii>gs, in. a ftrong box, 

Beuig iMiwiHing to haaard a depofit of fudi iai- 
portsuu» in the cpu»try whilft I was away, I took, 
tliis bOK with mc to town; aiid finding a ray of 
my ttfttfll prcfeRtiment crofs my mind juft as I 
arrived in I^oniioo» I inibntly determined that I 
would not take it to Mrs. Moore's (the Lady I 
]xmA wratc to), though ftie hved m ftile, and kept 
a number of fervsants; I therefore ftopt at Mr. 
CciHoy.'^, in GrofvcjiorrBrcet, and left it provi-* 
deiat'rtlly in* his car^c. 

Wib^n I arrived in Spiatb Audley-ftrect, Lfoxind 
Mrs. Mporc extremely ill, lying upon a couch in 
her dreffing -room, >vhicli was towards the ftreet, 
her beft rooms being bad^WArds. She informed 
me, dmt her woimn had taken a lodging for me, 
agreeable to my requeil; and that it was in 
Lelceftcr-ftrcet, at two.guineas a week. This m- 
telligencc ftartleid ine, as I was niiflrefs of but 
nine guineas; and thofe were all I was 'certain 
of, till 1 Qiould receive Mr. Woodward's quarter 
at Chriilmas. 

Mrs. Mpor« iniifted upon my flaying the night ; 

and, indeed, her illneis induced me to do this, as 

ibe would not fuffer any body to fit up with her ; 

and her ,t>ed was one of the daughters of tbe bed 

^ Ware- You know fupper is my only meal ; 

therefore, 
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th^ereforc, ,^liei:i )tl;ie Udy retired to Ij^r jeppfr, I 
had i\\tf\^^ laid, and a noblemap, who had called 
in .vpi^na vi^, if^^lKed about the TPpm ^hil^ I alp 
Sit. About twelve, h,^ Lordihip left me. Upqji 
hea^ring a. loud knock at,the dopr, im^iediately^af- 
t^r, 1 rang^ to eoiq.uire ,wh^,t occa^oned it; wh?|i 
;tlie, butler infojAied me, that the iijoble yifitoj-.had 
wej i'9f|i§ yijfop^ing^ fallows at ^the corn^f Qf th^ 
ja|:cetj yfh?, weP^-.J^^J JSPUing them 1^. C^a^?^ }^ 
were upgn nogpotd, oj>e replied, **. Qpi>pgl»».j9J/ 
*-* 1^914, and be fatisfied there is no ha;;m jj.j|t©nd- 
** ^ed yqu." . This induced his Lordfhip ^o, ^ft- 
.turp, in ^r^r jto jfajke a ftiek he'had^4j2?n jji 
*lif2 ^all, as hc;p^ *!^«'?«gh ^E'. t>y,}y^^/5<?fi- 
^fV:?..- . . ; . .-, ■ . . . ..,,, . V I. v\.m 
ils ^ gcnerajULy rpad till I am fle^py,. I^tpp|; imji 
bpojc witji itie into the bed-pb^nibpr, ;ai>d c^m-* 
ployed myfe^f m th^t manner till.I heard j:h^,cJo.c^, 
ftrike two. I then >vc.nt into hedj and I h^d.OQt 
hepp laid do\yn. ;five mipu/;es,..^^fove I-lj^a^rd a 

S^^^ i^?tfejp l^e hpyfe. , YSiX^ ^^^^^^^^^P^,W 
.this jl^5^pRey(;ied after 1 was ijij^dreflTe^, otjierjvifg J. 
Ihould haye gone, to Jiave checked fhe /a- van t^ f^^rv 
diftijrb^ng, their ^.^dy, at ^a, time when lhe^\^as Ip 
much in4i(^of9d. .Thi§ was j^ ^l^l^'i I.jl^ouJd 
bav.e ta^^n^ajt thc^^qufe ^en |qJ^ .CP^m^Bon ac- 
quf^intanpe; ai}fl^ia\jfc^h m9re heje^ where I.c.oulji 
\? as .f;-^c. .^s ^n my oj^:n. / , . 
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In a moment I heard the door of our chamber 
open, and perdeived a great glare of light ; upon 
Vhich Mrs. Moore ftarted up, and faid, ** Mary f 
•* Mary !" imagining it to be her maid ; when 
vre inftantly heard a horrid deep voice, crying^ 
** Lie ftill, or I will murder you." Another ex- 
clamation of the fame nature fucceeded, and fo on 
to a fixth. In (hort, there was fuch a climax of 
aaurderous threats, that I verily believe they had 
ftudied their leilbns to aggravate our fears. 

They now fet about ranfacking the drawers, 
Mhd employed themfelves in packing up every 
thing that was portable. As the room looked into 
the garden, and from its hrgenefs could contain 
jnany chefts, ihey had ieifure to continue this em« 
l^yment for a full hour ; when tbey retired* 
You may be fure we lay ftill and mute during the 
whole of this tranfaAion;'and we werenow in 
hopes that we h^d got rid of our dreadftil vifitors. 

We were» however, raiftaken ; for one of them 
immediately returned, with a light in ooe hand> 
and a piftol in the other, and drew back the cur- 
tain. Mrs. Moore now, for the firft time, broke 
filence, crying, ** You will not mtirder me !*^ 
The wretch feemed to deliberate a good while be- 
fore he anfwered. At length, after a long paufe» 
he replied, ** No.** Upon Which my companion 
contiuy^4^ '* Not urill yon murde? any of thote 


G. A. II C L L A M y. t05 

••^ who belong to me, will you ?** To this he rcr 
turned, without any hefitation, ** No/* At tha^ 
inftant a Watchman's rattle was heard, when 
the fellow threw down his piftol and ran away. 
Though I had heard diflinftly all that paft, I had 
not feen any of thefe manoeuvres ; for, in my 
fright, I had>crept down to the bottom of thebed^ 
where I lay more dead than alive ; but, upon the 
feilow^s retiring, I re-aiTumed my place upon my 
pillow. 

The means, by which the ruffians had been 
difturbed, were as follow : The houfekeeper lay 
in. the front garret; and having captivated the 
butler, he had opened his trenches in an ho^ 
nourable way before her : hearing the noife^ ihe 
im^ned it was her enamorato, who, having got 
a glafs too much, which was fometimes the cafe, 
was blundering up to her room. This inducix^ 
her to look over the balufters, as it was a well 
ilaif'cafe, (he iaw the troop of thieves, each 
with a light and a piftol, enter her lady's room. 
Seeing this, fhe went into the balcony, where (he 
waited till the watchman came his rounds, and 
then gave the alarm. 

The watchman obferved, that the lamp had 

been taken out of the glafs globe at the door, ainl 

that the window over it was open* This had 

been left fo by the careleflhefs of the houfe*maid. 
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A$ fdojiftedft^ Wa^hn^^^ obftryed tUi^, he ipkde 
iife*o£'his't*lt|ei*\Ybichi fo frighj^aed the fellows, 
that, drdpf^if^g ihj^iv bc^^ty, thpy each ({lifted fojr 
hknfelfi ' *ril^ man who had returned to our 
toOiB, fiojdieg hi^Mplf alpne,, made his way into 
^c gtr4ea>, and fea^pt into tl^ next ^rea ; where, 
^tcr hiding fomt trii>k«t8 w|iich he had fecreted 
firom his aflbcpiates, he yfzs taken by Colonel 
^pcjr's jfervants. 

Being delivered by them to the watchman, who 
by diis time were aflfeftibled in a confider^lc body, 
Tpii prfmifit of lex\ity,:he gav.e infprmatipn where 
iiis compiffijioiis were' to be m^t wijh, and f^vp 
ludre of them ferece taken. Tytq Qtll^rs, who had 
hhcn lefras a guard Ovrer Mrs. Mopre's men^fer- 
ivantsr, by being n^ar the garden, h^d found meai^js 
to make their efcape. One of tlie;f<? twp^ whilft 
he-was -fecuring the butler* informed hiixv, tb^t 
one of the gang vyanted td ftab the nobleman as he 
xivcnt out ; but a youth, who w^ hvX juft r^tvir;i- 
.cd Arom' tranfportatioEii, and had oaly joined tjipm 
that day, had objefled to .their ,coium.it,ting mur- 
-der. The butler hearing, bis miftrefs juft then 
fcream, he faid to the fame m'ait, M I hope th^y 
*' arc.rnot murdering my miftrefs !*' To which 
the fellow replied, ** 1 hope fo too ; but one qf 
** them is a bloody dog; and, had I money to|p 
^* MbroadfJ would leasYe ihem^'^ This he jpro« 

. bably 
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bably did^^as lie was one ^f thofis wlio made- their 
efcape, and has not been heard <^f fijice. 

In the giorning, all the fix were brought^ for 
Mrs. Moore to fwear to the perfon that had come 
with the piftol to her bed-fide. * Upon feeihg 
them, (he fi*ed on the youtfi before-mentioned^ 
who wag q^ite an agreeable lad. As fiie was 
about to -tak&the oath, he told her to be cautioits 
of what (he was going to do, as anoftth^wasa 
very Jacred bvifinck : an admonition, which, as it 
caaiefrom one of that calling, feemed to aflonilh 
aU-pfji^nt. A% for myielfi I was not at Mrs; 
Moore's when the cavalcade arrived; for I tio 
feoner heard of ^heir approaGli,'t:hah I ran ovepto 
die I^eapolitan ambafiador's, where I remained jtill 
tliey were gone; though I needed net to have 
been' afraid of being called upon, as my teilimoiiy 
oottld< have been of no manner of ufe, from my 
having played leaft in fight. 

To make fhort of my ftoi^, which i fear you 
think already tao long, five of the wretches who 
Ivad occafioned our fright were executed ; and 
the youth, in whofe behalf fome favourable v eir* 
cumftances appeared, was once more tranfported. 
What made his cafe the iqore pitiable was, that 
he belonged to a family of fome opulence and 
credit. 1 have fince been informed, that his filler 
at that very time rode in her coaclik and fix. 
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It will be neceflary, t^at^I (hould juft acquaint 
you with the circumftances which occafioned this 
robbery, as they too often arife fromiimilar im- 
prudences. Mrs. Moore's butler had been lent 
into the- city to receive a confiderable fum of 
money) which he had depofited in a canras bag. 
As the amount .was all in gold, except one thkty 
pound note, it made a figure. Before lie got 
home^ he called at a public-houfe in the neigh- 
bourhood for a pint of porter. Whether he was 
really tired of his load^ or from a motive of ofien- 
tation to ihew his treafure, be fet the bag that 
contained it upon the table. One of the fellows, 
who afterwards broke into bis miftrefs's houfe, 
happening to fit near him, upon obferving the 
butler's load, aiked him, with an appearance of 
furprife, whether that was all gold? To which 
the butler wifely replied Jn the affirmative ; and» 
not content with this, opened the bag to convince 
him. From that hour the houfe was watched ; 
and on the Sunday night following, the very night 
my: ill £ite drove me to fleep there, they ibund 
means to efie£t their purpofes. 

Your wicked wits have faid, in ridicule to our 
fex, that a woman's pofticript is generally longer 
than tlie letter itfelf. I think I ftand ibme chance 
of incurring the fame reflection for my ftory* 
leJiing : the additions feeming likely to be more 
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prolix thaa the ftory itfelf, prolix as it has been« 
I cannot, however, help giving you an inftance of 
infeniibility it produced, which [s as extraordinary 
as any I ever heard of. 

The nobleman who had fallen*in with the 
thieves the night of the robbery, went to New- 
gate to fee them; when the youth I have been: 
fpeaking of accofted his Lordlhip, and, with asf 
much unconcern as if he had been an indifferent 
perfon, faid, ." If you pleafe, my Lord, I will (hew 
" you the felons." And upon his Lord(hip*s en- 
quiring of him, why they did not rob him, as 
they had fo favourable an opportunity ? he told 
him, there were two reafons for it ; the one was, 
bec&ufe they had better game in view, as they al* 
ways preferred waiting upon the ladies to the gen-< 
tlemen ; and the other was, that officers in the 
guards (you muft obferve that his Lordfhip was 
perfonally known by them) were faid to have fo 
many calls tor their money, that they feldom car* 
ried much about them ; fo that the attack . would 
hare been attended with certain danger, and aA 
uncertain profit, which it: would have been imV 
prudent to hazard. 

When the news of the robbery was f|Hread 
abroad, the houfe was like a £iir. I therefore tools 
my leave of Mrs. Moore on the Monday evea-» 
ing, and. went to my iv:w lodgings ; for I retUy: 

believe 
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beUeVe I could neve^ \tAycJlejft in the hoi^e, hai^ 
I contiaued iu it fax ever. .. 
' To what aa inunodfirat^ kjt^^ has j this rob- 
bery obliged me to extend my prdient letter I'fot- 
it woMid have left yojor cnrioiitjfr in a di&gceeable 
Aiipenfe, had I, " like Butlet's ft6^y of the Bear 
Y and Fiddle, hcgan;— ^-^and brjolcjc off in thexivid^ 
^* die." Gould I have forefeen, when I grft en- 
tered upon it, that it would have fo much csL^ 
tended . my ufual bounds, \ believe I Ibould have 
totally omitted it. — Qut as I was, though the 
gre^teft part of the time, an inviJibU perfor^gier, f(> 
capkal a one in the piece, and die impref^n 
made oa mf mind by the (hocking >raprefeutaiaon 
will never be eradicated, I could not pafs it over 
in ftleikc^ ' n- - - 
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ii£ N I got to my itiew lodgings, I. found 
that my maid, who had come up in the ibge, waq 
iadif d tbo^, fod liad brought thei things I ihould 
want.", liidiitkily for me in the prefent ilate 6f 
nqpvfit^sbcfiSf/tbcLiperfon tliat kept the houfe had 
Ifiieii.acaoftqn^d to provide every neceliary .foe 
tyt!,-j her 
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hprlo^crst This, hpwGy^,^ was cqn^eoient.fer; 
nf^j^ ,aa my ^^rv^- wMi w^ ^^ pretty, for you 
Hnaw I camiQt b& i^tl&f^^ it ^^ofe ^bo\it me are 
oiUy p^C^kvCqubi d(x ^ctle^ elfeJ>vM: drefs me.an4 
work at her n^^l^, I \li^refor^ wa$ obliged to 
acc^t of b^rfpro^jced fej^yi^^ thop^h it ;\^^ at-^ 
t^n^ed witl> an .extraoidin^ry; expej^ce., 

IJis e^^ll^cy ^omte H^il^ng npw fmtvme 
the money he hs4 pi:omi£?d n^ i^ and ^hi^ I h^4 
almoft g^vfn overi ^s ti^^^ vj^re tljire^ months 
due. Mr. Wpo4waf^, hearing -of the V9kt^yy*> 
f^t ip? ipiii^^j^^ly a dfaft ijiRW ? pi^Wi^er i*|, 

Fk?t-ftrt«, v^lv?ife ft»jt|if J : ha^fi fQTgPi. 4§ l 

was too ill to go with it myfelf, I f^nt tP S|i?(in4 

for nay fif^t4H>y tp. q^sifi tp to^n, for I foun^ it 

iiiCo^y€i>iept^ tft. ^e iWitfeftut h\^ ; m^ Wy Mft4. 
laftiiady o#frf4,m,t,^.bf54 fer^jfli,. io^furti 5|r .^aaor . 
n^r^Ji^t I iig4efftpod,ifc,^l»,tp;hiQ grrtia. ;, 

Wher\ he .ft?SI« to. tPl^f Ife^it:4|ipt )?wtl^ th^ 
IjiH fpr aGGf;p|^$:e*, As Iiq \«as .goi|^ ii«p tlie^ 
Qity fctf tiu? psuRQfe, itt1^$kdc%,lbft;wa?bliag 
9f a fyrw i^i Uei^fter fi^Ri, bft ftQod..gai^figia, 
groiip of gaping ^ufiiitpr4j|Qiife(<5:yrl\e^' Pf^epf 
ihe n»nifeleT6iigered g€nt0 ^f d hiip.irf h|s ha^d^ 
^ercbi^fr and at the f?tn^,tifnc o/.th.^biU, whicU 
%\ip wifc-aprp had. ^^rafuily <^.ied yp: ifi itli^ corncf 
pf it. . Iri confeq\ie4K:e'.of ^hjs j^f^. hi?:W?V8 afrai4 
tp return. Wondeoiig wfh^ cqpld Retain hipa^ 

I was 
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I was not a little tineafy ; hot from any appre- 
henfion of my treafure, you know me too well 
to fuppofe that could give me a moment*s un- 
ealinefs, but from my. fcrvant*s being a country 
lady and totally unacquainted with the city. He, 
however, at length came home, and with a long 
face told me his piteous tale ; upon which I 
thought it necellary to fend a note to the peHpn 
on whom the bill was drawn, to acquaint him 
of the accident ; and, whether the thief was ap- 
preheniive of prefenting it, or faw the lad cpming 
out, I cannot fay, but it was never heard of more. 
Luckily I did not juft at that lime ftand in need 
of the money. 

My health being re-eftabli(hed by the aiSft- 
ance of my worthy friend Mr. Adair, I went fre-^ 
quently to my houfe at Strand, where the inha- 
bitants are mc^y fifliel-men. My heneft neigh- 
bours exprefled the greateft fatisfaftion when« 
ever they faw me ; and as even feeming regard Is 
pleaiing, though from ftrangefs, and the refidence 
where you fuppofe yourfelf loved always has the 
preference, I chofe to %end my Chriftmas there. 
When I came to refleft on the narrow efcape 
Mr. Woodward's box 6f writings had met with, 
I could not but congratulate myfeif on my having 
depoiited them in a place of fafety. Had they 
been loft, I Ihould never have forgiven myfeif ; 

though 
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though no blame could have been imputed to me, 
as a truft of fuch coiifequcnce Would have aiFeft- 
ed me infinitely more tlian if it had been my 
own. 

I had at this time frequent vifits from Mr. Har- 
ris^ and fometimes from Mr. Leake, who had 
purchafed a part of Mr. Rutherford's (hare, as he 
had been obliged to difpofe of his fourtli. In 
tliefe interviews, I was aiTured, that no reconci- 
liation fhould take place without my being made 
a party. I foon found London too expenfiye for 
me ; I therefore difcharg^d my lodging, and re- 
turned to take up my abode entirely in my little 
rural refidencc, where I could live infinitely 
cheaper than in Leicefter- ftreet. For the good 
lady whofe apartments had been taken for me, 
having been accuAomed to good lodgers and 
good living, to (hew her tafte, generally provided 
enough to ferve the whole family, company and 
all ; notwith (landing 1 every day fent down word 
that 1 never eat but of one dilh. This was attend* 
ed with an expence I could by no means afibrd ; 
and not being able to fhut my ears any longer 
to the whifpers of prudence, I determined on a 
removal. 

Though I thu^ lived in retirement and folitude, 
not a moment palled witliout fome employment, 
for it is tliat alone which can make life fupport- 

able. 
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able. HoW have I been furprifed to hear people 
complaining of time's, hanging heavy on their 
hands !-^For my own part, I have often, very 
often, ** chid the hafty- footed time" for flying fo 
fafti — The domplaint of having nothing to do 
is ' fuch a vulgkrifm, that I wonder any perfons, 
who make the leaft ppetence to fcelrng, can de- 
grade thcttifelves by the acknovvledgrticnt — Thus 
beirtifully has feiy much regretted friend Thoni- 
fon* painted thellate of thofe who truly enjoy 
life: 

** An elegant fufficiency, content, 

•* Retifeneat, rural quiet, friendfliip, books, 

«* 'Eqfe ofiH^tilttmate labour f ttfe/kl Ufe^ 

** ProgrelfiVe virtue, and approving Heaven." 

This is a juft Iketch of (he fuprenieft happinefs 
y'^hls Itiblunary ftate will admit of, Unlefs every 
hblir be eiti{)ioyed in fome ufeful concern, or in- 
'hOc^fit amufement, life cahiiot be, faid to be en- 
joyed.-^The idle only exift ; the bufy live. 

A^bblit thi^ period, I received a note from Mr. 
r bote', who Was lately returned from Scotland, 
informing me, that he had left Mr. Woodward 
well, and had taken for him a houfe, near his 
own, at Little Chelfea. He defired I would go 
to ld6k at it, arid get it in readinefs for his recep*- 
ticfH^at his return, which wbuld be in a month or 

* Thomfon's Spring, Line 1158. 
I fix 
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6x weeks. He then requeftcd to fee me, as Ws 
* theatfe was ready to receive me ; which he wotild 
do with open arniSy !(hould an engagement be 
agreeable to me. 

I accordingly went to fee the houfe, but found 
it only a hovel, and very inconvenient, but for a 
perfdn who had another habitation, and kept thit 
only to fave appearances. As I was fenfible there 
could be no duplicity in Mr. Wbodwarf's cha- 
raEler, yet as, at the fame time, I kne^ he <iouM 
not be withmit the'afMance of perfons of theia^ 
calty, I declined ^having any Thing to do in the 
affair. In the fame letter which cOtmj^ei^^'R^fj^, 
Foote my fwitiments on that head, F^tkiWked 
feim for his kind offer, bit told hiin thfti 'tiokfi§r 
my health rior fpirits wotrld ipemiit meta ibltft 
of it. ■• " • • •- \ >''' . 

-'Indteed^ the^ former w^is rtftorW I6 a t<5fel^bfi 
ftktt; b\it as for my fpirits, th^e ijpifils'/WhfciiL 
you have'fo often' admired^ whi6h the firft ge* 
«}tifes of the age have condefcend^d to-be j)l^frt 
mihi ^fid "Which have fo often fet^tfletable in'a 
^* 'roar," thdy were gone, gonel fear*, fbreft^n 
Intliisf.ftfllan fituation. What flgttre^^vrtd I'hc^ 
to make with that fon of ratighterj'diJrliWbd^lti 
Ariftophanes ! B^fides, the hbpe^ Ited oiP^lieSng 
ligain^ retained In the ferVi^e of the mtife'F^hW^ia 
l(>ng<h»d Ibe honour of teprefentlng vi?ithf flitcdV, 

would 
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would have pi^vented me, had I been in a vein to 
play the firft fiddle^ as a noble lady once faid I did. 
« Had the Hay-markist Thqatre been then . upon 
the plan it now is, I know not a performer, if they 
were abl^ to go through the fatigue, but would 
gladly have accepted of an engagement, be their 
confequence what it would. Mr. Cofanan is in* 
defatigable, and fpares no expence to indulge and 
entertain the town. The former manager de- 
^nded moilly upon his own ftrength, and his 
own pieces ; which gave but very few opportuni- 
ties for a performer in any capital line to make a 
jtolerable figure. 

. Mr, Woodward, upon his return from Scot- 
land, W98 prefled to play three or four nights at 
York ; where, as in fevery other place, he was 
juftly admired* "When he came to town, I. in- 
armed him of my rejeAion of the houfe ; he 
feemed to approve of my having done fo, as he 
faid, he had not given Mr, Foote anyTueh com* 
n^iilion, it being impofSble for him to live in the 
ftyle of a hm vivant^ like the wit his employer^ 
nor could he exift by himfelf. Here he was 
pkafed to pay me a compliment, that my bviQi* 
bled vanity now forbids me to repeat. 

During the fummer, the manner reaped a 
plenteous harveft, with very little trouble ; which 
was in a great meafure owing to fuch a favourite 

aftor 
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4itEU>X2S Mr. Woodward mukiisg t>ne of hrs com« 
|>aQy» dit»r aa fltbfeiice df feveral months. At 
tbe 'COticIifiSon of it, thofe two gentlemen mTtdc 
a pa^y to go through Fratice^ Finding ^myfelf 
in the fame turn of ibind^J took a trip to Bou« 
3^Q€» where I p»d a vifit to the convent in 
which I fpent my early days, and had the plea^ 
&kxt of feeit^g Mother Sc. Frasids, the nttn for 
whom I enlertainbd ib m«ch Tefpe& and sffec* 
tion* 

Upcni Ae ^ht of this mach-ioved abode of 
innocence and felidty, I cotdd not help agaia 
regretting, with heart-felt angiiilh> my having 
•eveif hecn forced to leave its peaceful walls. ^ 
iAkfter what I had experienced from the duplir 
<city of tnankmdy the viciffitndes of fortune, and 
the unfirtasfa^iorinefs dF die pleaitires of the gay 
world) I fiDcei:ely lamented that I had not pre- 
fened the ceitaini tranquillity to be £jand here, 
to the deluiive joys an unconfiBed life affords. 

You will fay, I doubt not, from the know* 
ledge you have of my difpofitiotv, that lam al- 
ways in extremes ; now peitfive to a degree, and 
wifliing myfeH' buried in the gloom of a cloifter ; 
vAw livifig beyond all bounds^ and dying for 
cMl|>any and gaiety.-^Tliat this is my tem^r, I 
<9iEididIy addiowledge— Hnot a pardcle of modera* 
tion is cdn^aine'd in diis frame of miiie^-*-Me- 
. vot^ v2¥^ L diptwty 
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dbcrkf and I are ftratigers.— But whilft I make 
this acknowledgment, kt me hope it will be ad< 
mitted as fome palliation for mjr errors. To err 
is human. But as thefe, tike my fpeech» hare 
ever been fpontaneous and unpremeditated, and 
always attended with fincere compunction ; may 
they, upon this account, be viewed with a kfs 
rigorous eye. It is now time, that I leave this 
bewitching convent, which, whenever I vifit it, 
awakens thofe religious propenfities that, amidft 
all my wanderings, are fiill inherent in my 
heart.— *-Suppofe me then once more in England* 

Before the geniufes of comedy returned from 
their tour, Mr. Harris called upon me one day, 
and, as I was not at home, deiired my fervant to 
inform me, that he would dine witli me the next 
day. But as he was returning to town, he met 
me at Tumham^Green, and went back with me. 
He then told me, that Mr* Colman and the other 
proprietors were on the eve of being reconciled," 
and tliat I might depend upon being included as 
one of the firft articles of the treaty. 

Always relying upon a promife, from a con- 
fcioufnefs of the facred light in which I view an 
obligation of that nature myfelf, I was as much 
alTured of Mr. Harris's performing that he liad 
now made me, as if my articles had been iigned, 
and in my pocket. Accordingly, when Mr. 

Woodward 
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Woodwaid returned to £nglahdf upon his en- 
quiring what had been done, I infornied him of 
my €er$ainiy of zn engagement. To this he made 
no reply ; and juft as I was going to enquire ths 
reafon of his filence upon the fubjeft, the fervant 
brought me a letter* I found it to be from my 
tnother, who was but juft returned to town from 
Oxfordftiire, where Ihe generally fpent the fum- 
sner with a family by whom her company was 
much courted.' She informed me therein, that 
Mr. Harris had juft called at her houfe, and de* 
fired to fee me the next day in Brewer-ftreet, 
where be wopid meet me, as very particular bu- 
fiaefs rendered it impoilible for him to come to 
Strand. 

Upon reading this letter to Mr. Woodward, 
his countenance feemed to clear up a little, for 
his looks were always a true barometer to his 
fentiments. He was a man that might be truly 
laid to carry his heart in his hand. He was above 
difguife ; and you might read in his countenance, 
with uncommon perfpicuity, what paiTed in his 
bofom. But the doubt, that had prevented him 
from congratulating me upon the occafion, was 
not yet quite cleared away. For he faid, with 
great compofure, '• 1 doubt yet." 

I ordered the chaife to be ready at nine, that V 
might have the oleafure of break&fting with my 

L a mother, 
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im&ther, "vrhom i had not (ten fi>r feiM time; 
The manager csime an hcmi: be^e duiron which 
%« had appointed to msec me ; ^nd I foetiet^ Would 
jiot have been diij^leafed, had I difobeyed bis fum- 
mons ; for the moment he came in^ I could not 
ayoid obfervmg, from his manner of accofting 
me, that all was not right. The great mafter of 
nature makes Brutus ♦ fay, " Ever note, Luci^ 

Jius, when love begins to ficken and decay, it 

ufeth an enforced ceremony." And judging 
by this judicious remark of the great Roman, I 
{Plainly perceived thai likB regard Mr* Harris had 
fo lately proftffi^d for me bad begun to iickefi and 
decay. 

Nor was I deceived In the application ; for my 
fuppofed fuperior was no fooner feated, than he 
informed me that the ]^oprietors wece reconciled. 
But how was I furpriftd) when he added, that he 
had mjsntiooed an engagement forme; bat Mn 
Leake not feconding it, as he expefted^ it was noe 
to be procured, as, upon the firft mention of it^ 
Mr. Colman had doclared, that he wovld fooner 
fee the theatre in flames, and himfelf inthe midft ' 
of it, than, confent to my ever beii^ of the com-> 
pany. • 

I was free enough to tell him, that he might at 
leaft have deferred this intelligence tiH an opportu- 

♦ Jul'ms Cicfer,, A& IV. Scene II. 

nity 
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nky had offtrtd for his commcinieatiiig it to me^; 
«r he might have con^tyed it to me in a letter* 
and not have brought me to town upon fadi a 
ileevelefs errand. To which he replied, that, as 
Mr. Colman was anxioas to engage Woodward^ 
lie fent for me to adviie n^ to preTail upon mj 
ffietid not to engage withov^ me. 

Rage is not my prevailing weakneis, otfaerwife 
I ihonld have found it roufed upon this occafion* 
On the contrarj, I generally fuiFer in filence for 
the miiconduA of others, and finodier my anger, i 
Iliad, however, j«ift power to fay, m aafwer to thit 
infult, that I had too much fpirit to be tacked to 
^e agreement even of the firft performer that trod 
il^e ftage ; and too muieh merit to be imempIoyecU 
Mid take a fa|ary for nothing. Mr. Haorris bow-* 
ed ; laid, he adraived my femiments ; and we tkeffc 
parted, widi as mttdi ceremony an^ cold good 
breeding, as if vi^e had never met befoi^. Thw 
one half hour deftroyed a friendll^ whkh to ap» 
pearance promifed, bat three days before, a much 
greater degree of permanence. 

Here could I once more launch out on tfao 
fluftuation of all things in life, and the ceitaiii 
di&ppointments Aat attended every pleafing ex^ 
pe£tation of mine. But caufes for dding this 
have fo frequently occurred in the foregoing 
pages, that I have nearly exhaufted the fubje£t ; 

and 
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and t would hy no means hazard a charge of re- 
petition, which, from my not ke€|>iiig copies of 
my letters, might hsqppen. 

To give the concluiion of this a livelier turn, 
I will entertain you with a droll incident, which 
was related to me by Foote, who was himfelf a 
witnefs to the fcene, during the excuriion he 
made, as I have juft informed you, to the con* 
tinent. I wifh I could convey to you, in thi$ 
epiftolary narration, a tithe of the humour with 
which that favourite fon of Momus repeated it to 
me; but, as that is not in mypoweri 1 will tell it 
you in the beft manner I can. 
' The. late Sir Thomas. Robinfon was ufuaUy 
called /9if^ Sir Thomas, not only from.there being 
another p^fon who*, bore exa&Iy the &me name 
and title, but, alfo from .his uncommon tallnefs, 
which Was rendered the more confpicuous by his 
being almoft as ihin as a ikejkton. To this was 
added, the moft uncouth and aukward carriage 
.that can be conceived' In fhort, he was not 
much unlike the figure which is fo finely d^pi£ted 
inthe laft bodk of that beautiful allegory * Por« 
iena ; he ftemed to want nothing bu^t the fey the, 
to make his refimiblance perfectly fimilar to that 
deftroyer of mankind. 

* Vide Dodflcy's CoUeaion. 

The 
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' The cireumftances of the baronet being in no 
very flourilhingiituation at diat time, he thought 
a journey ta Paris, where he had a fifter married to 
a ridi financier, would be the means of recruiting 
diemi. He accordingly fet out for France ; but 
in a garb equally as uncouth and Qutre as his 
fij^te. He wore a brown fcratch wig, a fliort 
rtding-cbat, together with a pair of jack-boots ; 
and carried in his hand a pofiillion's long-lafhed 


^JJSl^ accoutred, he arrived at flie gate of the 
hSfcw^vWhere his brother-in-law relided. The 
Sy^ii&fii^timo opened the door, beholding fuch an 
epQit|(iir4inary being, ftood aghaft ; and, when Sir 
l^l^miis would have etitered, bluntly told him he 
cbiail^^iliot be admitted, as his lady had company. 
T^du^ the baronet did not underftand the lan- 
gtiagib in which the prohibition was conveyed, he 
gfi^Ofed the purport of it by the man's coun- 
tet\ancey and made ihift to utter, m brokea French, 
her f fere y her fr ere, 

Tiie porter hearing this, ran to call the groom 
of th^ chambers, who underftood a little Englifh ; 
and Sir Thomas having made known to him his 
affinity to the lady of the houfe, his arrival, with- 
out any more obftruAioQ, was announced. As it 
happened to be dinner-time when this mirror of 
knighdiood arrived, bis iifteri after cordially em- 
3 bracing 
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iiraciiig bitn, placed him, habited as be wa^ at 
the table, between an Abbe and a Mzcarani. He 
v^s no foomjt feated, :tbtn the two gentlenieA be* 
tween whoni he iat» ftrtick with the oddity of h^S: 
i^gnsce^ dvefi^, Mk6 depprtment, ftared at him with 
marks of jtbe ^gfi^ateft aftoniflunent. At length. 
the htter, wi^bje i» ife^r^n hi» ^urioiity,^ }sad 
4own his fork ^y^M tlms a4dre£fed him : ^^ Mm^ 
^* Jitur^ m ferkvk "iWi fas^ p^ hazard^ U fammus 
** Robinfin Crujie de qui oh parU dans thtftQltn2\ 
*> Fniyc Sir, are you not the Amous Robi^iB»i^ 
'A Ctufoe, of whom we vead in hiftory ?'' The; 
mirth fo fingnlar apd unexpefted aqneftion og- 
cefioned, is better conceived than 4^c»bed* The 
ftlgularity of date baronet's c^rb» and the whole of 
lus appearance^ warrantedi in fome mesiare, fiich 
a fuppofition ; nor covld it, had Sir Thomas iin* 
4crftoodthe fvli force of it, which Us- ignorance 
of the French ki^^age prevented, have excited 

ixis dirpkafuf e^. 

G* A. B. 


^ In FiiiAcic, « foi'k a*4 %oeB axe eeuMiMiily afed^ m* 
ilfad of a kiii£i aii4 fdrlu 
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